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3:50 p,m, , EDST 

tf 

ASAC Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, advised that ''the 
Trailways bus carrying freedom riders arrived in Jackson at 
1:31 p,m. , CST, and arrests were made with no incidents. Agents 
of the Jackson Resident Agency were obtaining’ further details which 
will be forwarded to the Bureau immediately. | 

4:25 p.m., EDST 


The Trailways Bus # 5141, firom Montgomery, Alabama, to 
Jackson, Mississippi, arrived in Mississippi and was escorted from 
the State line by Mississippi Highway Police in charge of Colonel 
T. P, Birdsong into Meridian, Mississippi, arriving at 11:24 a.m. , 
CST. Assistant Chief of Police at Meridian, Mississippi, got on 
the bus at the station and told the Meridian passengers they 
should get off. There were no crowds and no incidents. A local 
radio announcer was on hand. There, was no advanced publicity 
that the bus was arriving. 


Three or four reporters and photographers were present. 

Bus left at 11:38 a.m., escorted from the State by two Meridian 
Police Department cars and two Mississippi Highway State Patrol 
cars. At this point, the bus was running thirty minutes late. 

The bus arrived in Jackson, being escorted (followed only) the 
entire way by two Mississippi Highway Patrol, cars (unmarked) ; 
picked up at city line by two city Jackson police cars, who 
fell in behind the bus. The bus arrived , at bus station 1:31 p.m. 

As the passengers departed, a group of Negroes and whites proceeded 
directly to the whited* waiting room. There were no signs indicat- 
ing doors "out of order," The Negroes and whites "(freedom riders) 
paused outside the ticket selling booth and were ordered by 
Captain I I of the Jackson Police Department to move on. 

The group moved to the general area of the restaurant of the 
terminal building and were approached by two uniformed policemen. 
They advanced in that direction, at which time they were all 
arrested. No one was handcuffed; the policemen |had only the 
usual side arms. The following freedom riders were arrested, 
placed in the patty w^on and takeh^l'tp 
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Memorandum to Mr« Rosen 
Re: FREEBUS 


I [Negro male, 

^ William^^oney , Negro male , 

' ' I Wh ite male, 

I White male, 

» ' * Ne gro male , 

, Negro male, 

- [Negro female, 

Neero male. 

7’'' T"^ 

They were arrested for breach of peace. Section 2087.5 
of the Mississip pi Code. Currently being held at the Jackson 
Police ■p^p^tmd'iffer 

Attorney I I who has represented all groups \ 

of freedom riders, advised at 2:26 p.m, that he has not talked \ 
to this group yet, but is inclined to think they will not ask ' 

for or make bail. The police department used very few officers 
either on the street or in the bus station and only the regularly 
assigned police officers were on duty in the city. Reference 
to news coverage: On the first arrival on May 24, 1961, there 

were approximately 70 reporters, photographers, television 
representatives, etc,; there were approximately 20 today. No j 

crowds gathered in the streets. The ’’patty wagon” in front of / 

the bus depot attracted the curiousity of some people walking / 
back from a cafeteria, but these persons were not allowed to / 
stop and gather by the patty wagon on foot. / 

advised D. Pierce, Chief of 

Detectives, Jackson Police Department, that the *^ninth freedom 
rider had gotten off in Alabama, She 'did not say where. 

Associated^ Pres s reporter, telephonic ally 

advised he understood ! [ one of the Negro male freedom 

riders, who was the ninth "r i'der , d id come in on the bus but then 
took another bus to return to Montgomery,. Alabama. He had no basis 
for this, " ' 

Attorney advxs^ that the group of imiej)^was 

arrested this morning and will not make bail today i 
— — » 

[advised that[ [leader , says 

that they are not members of Core', but aJre'.' members of the Student 
Non-Violence Committee, which is associated with the National 
Action Committee, Atla nta. Georg^i a. She ^aid that one of their 
riders, name unknown *° i I left bus at small town in Alabama, 

town unknown. 
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Memorandum to Hosen 
Re : FREEBUS 



be 

hlC 


I of t he aS eg - idj r OT i Police Department 

Negro male, one ' of the riders got 


Captain 

ascertained that 

off bus and went into colored waiting-room, purchased ticket for 
New York, city unknown, and no attempt will be made to arrest 
him unless he violates a law of the State of Mississippi or 
the city of Jackson, Mississippi* 


1 Jackson Police Department, advised that 
there will be no municipal court held today for riders arrested, 
as no court is held in Jackson, Mississippi, on Sunday. The 
persons arrested have the opportunity of being released on a 
$500 appearance bond today. At the present, there is no 
indication they will* 


Trials for all riders, including this group, will be 
held at 3 p.m. , Monday, May 29, 1961, to accommodate news 
reporters, as a number of them have reservations and want to. 
leave town tomorrow night. 


5:13 p,m«) EDST 


ASAC Sylvester advised that Captain] [advised that 
during the time of the arrests at Jackson a new recru it on duty. 
Officer ] was involved in an incident. Captain ] I said 

that during the arrests he noticed photographers *, flash b ulbs 
going off and, after checking, found that Officer ! ~] was 

’’frisking” one of the group* He immediately stopped him and 
said that previous instructions given to the officers were that 
none of the group was to be touched during the arrests* Officer 
I was apparently ’’frisking” the member of the group as part 
of the routine procedure in making arrests; 


ASAC Sylvester said that the Hinds County Jail, where 
the group is incarcerated, has a capacity of 300. There are 
approximately 140 in jail at this time* 


ASAC Sylvester advised that the report containing the 
investigation at Jackson will be ready and they expect to place 
the report on the 8:45 p.m,, CST, Delta Airlines plane,, scheduled 
to arrive at the Washington National Airport at 4:25 a.m*, EDST, 
May 29, 1961, The report will come by air freight* He was 
instructed to advise the Bureau as soon as definite arrangements 
are made and advise as to the flight number and time of arrival 
in Washington* 


SA] [duty Agent, Washington Field Office, 

at 6 p.m*, EDST, was instructed to make arrangements for an Agent 
to be available to pick up the report for delivery to the Bureau. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Rosen 
Re : FREEBUS 


He was told that he would be advised as to the flight number 
and time of arrival when definite arrangements have been received 
from Jackson, Mississippi, He was told that one of the two 
duty igents at the Bureau would pick up the report at the airport 
if circumstances enable them to do so. However, if they are unable 
to do so, the 17ashington Field Office would be requested to 
pick up the report, A c opy of the report is to be delivered to 
I I Department, who will be in Room 1621 at 

8 a,m,, Monday, May 29, 1961, 

The above information was furnished to the following 
officials of the Bureau: 

5:20 p.m, , May 28,- 1961; 

Mr, Evans, 5:30 p,m, , May 28, 1961;. and 

Mr, Parsons, 5:40 p.m,, May 28, 1961. 

^_| of the Department was also advised of 

the above inf ormat ion/at 4:30^. m.^ 5/28/61. 

fyGcoxvQQ D ^ • Xo 

Department, was. advised of all 

subsequent information. 



- 4 - 






A A# *ii* 






The Jittorney General 
Director, SBI . , 

y s;7’r v:: . 

TO10OM Uim 1961 • 

RACm MATTERS; DESTaDCriOir or 
JAIRCEAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES; CIVIL EZOETS 

eOMMONIST PARTY, USA 
\ Domestic Administration Issues 
Internal Security — Comaxunist ‘ 




•.V ^ 


-'.hH ^ 


. j3rhe following information concerning' the possibility oiS 
the “part the Communist Party^ USA, tb interject itself into th^ . S 
racial situation in Alabama has been received and I thought I • 
should bS*ii^ it to your attention* ‘ , . ' 

‘ . ‘V ' ' , 

!:• ^ A confidential inf ormanti who has furnished reliable' j. 

information in the past, has advised that James E* Jach^pn, ^itor 
of^«The^orker”.- as well ^ being a member of the Eaticpai 
Communist Party, USA, and Herbert i^theker, a member theyiatibaal 
Committee, Oosimsmist Party, USA,, are leaving Hew York iCity l^nday^ 
May 29 j 1961, for Montgomery, Alabama* Jackson until -Recently was 
the Southern Regional Director of the Communist Partyj“^''USA0’ - 

jSrrangements are boihg made by the Bureau to covir Jackson 
and Aj^bkd^/s activities while they are on this trip* 

’■ ^ r!;. ' ■ ' ’ ’ 

> T]^^.pspartifi0nt Will be furnished pertinent information be 

^de veloped from. ;^his coverage, ; , f .. , > , '^70 


t> ^ i./** ByrpS:^^E^ Uhite 
- m ^ Deputy Attorney General 


\ '£3 -8 

^ p 


' Assi^ant attorney (^neral 
Burkp^Marshall . ' •_ 

■ Assistant Attorney General 
J* Walter Yeagley 
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NOTE: The source of the information I The letter 

is marked confidential since data reported by the source could 
reasonably result in identification of an informant of continuing 
value' and compromise the effectiveness thereof 
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URGENT 


5-25-61 12-13 


PM AMP 


TOyUIRECTOR, FBI 157-373 100-3-83 A/ AND SACS ATLANTA, ' 

BALTIMORE, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS AND RICHMOND 
FROM SAC, NEW YORK 157-391^ 100-89691 P, 

6 ht iv\ «i til vV P «*• sr'^'/ j, W 5 ^ 

FREEBUS SASH RACIAL MATTERS., CPUSA BA&fr- DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION 

INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST 

ISSUES., IS DASH C. OFFICE OF ORIGIN MOBILE. 

REPORTED ON MAY TWENTY FOUR, SIXTY ONE, GUS HALL, 

GENERAL SECRETARY, CPUSA, ADVISED THAT DATE THAT JAMES E . JACKSON, 
EDITOR OF -^SeTE^THE WORKER*' EN D QUOTE AND MEMBER OF NATIONAL BOARD, 
CPUSA, AND HERBERT APTHEKER, MEMBER NATIONAL COMMITTEE, CPUSA, ARE 
LEAVING NEW YORK CITY ON MONDAY, MAY TWENTY NINE. SIXTY ON£.,_EPR f 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA , SSe^E^TO DO A JOB FOR THE LEADERSHIP HERE^-eW© ’ ^ 

JACKSON and APTHEKER will be GONE A WEEK TO TEN DAYS AND WILL 
USE HALL-S NINETEEN SIXTY ONE OLDSMOBILE, JOR TRIP. CAR DESCRIBED AS ^ 

■X-Mj REG- 44 

TAN, FOUR DOOR SEDAN, NEW YORK LICENSE THREE F DASH FIVE FOUR ONE 
EIGHT. JACKSON DESCRIBED AS NEGRO, FORTY SIX, FIVE FEET SDC-^NCHES, 

' >^JUN7 1961 

ONE HUNDRED SIXTY POUNDS, BLACK CURLY HAIR, BALDING, EYES 

MEDIUM BUILD. APTHEKER DESCRIBED l|miTE^_j;ORTY 

END PA.GE-cfNE^Rt^/ . A, \ / 
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In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the Congressional 
Record for /Vj f ^ O' I reviewed and pertinent items were 

marked for the DipctoP^auentioii. This form has been prepared in order that 
portions of a copy of the original memorandum may be clipped, mounted, and placed 
in appropriate Bureau case or subject matter files. 
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UNITED STATES 

Memorandum 


Mr. Ros 




FROM 



date: June 6, 1961 
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Evans 
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Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 


subject: freedom ride 

New Orleans, Louisiana, 
to Jackson, Mississippi, 6/6/61 
RACIAL MATTERS 

In connection with the seven freedom riders who traveled from ’ 

New Orleans, Louisiana, to Jack son, Mississippi, today a nd were arrested 
by officers of the Jackson PD, SA ] has furnished the 

following background data: f/ 5 ?c' ‘ 

^ ry -- : 

white male, aged 23. Residencd 

lU inoi^ Occupation. ! 

[ ■ " ^ 

James Thomaffl^cDonough . white male, aged 22. Residence 
1 30 West NecklRoad, Hunt ington. New York. Occupation. 

University of Toronto. ^ 

I ^ 9^7 ■ 

I I white maIC‘'’a ged 24. R^ 

i nSSOoM mlNew Yoj^ L ., ^ I statdn IslandT^ 

.. New York. 

^ 

^ \ white, male, aged 23.' R esidence 

IMRdiP^, Wisconsin. Occupation] 


tj 

'I 

^ V- 


Ernest NewellMeber, white, male, aged Sl."' R esidence 279 
Fo urth Avenue, EasJ:_Orange.'_- New Jersey. . Self employed as 
photographer. 




I Negro, fema le, aged 18. Residence! 

, ]New Orleans, Louisiana. P 

Negro male, aged 22. Residence 

luhicago . .IlUnois.,_Q ccupationJ IChic^d:' 

“• 

JGKrers REMS, 

J5) ^ . ' © JUN *7 19^1 
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•^UNITED STATi-; 


TO : Mr. RoselS^y^ 
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subject: 





date: 6/7/61 




FREEDOM RIDE 
Memphis, Tennessee, to 
Jackson, Mississippi 
6/7/61 

RACIAL MATTERS 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoaoh 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 



SA I I Jackson , Miss iss ipp i , 

furnished the following background information concerning 
the freedom riders who were arrested today by the Jackson 
City Police Department following their travel from Memphis 

to Jackson. 

3- L- 

CQ r white male , age 23 , 


pYaXe University. ' | 






CSIJ I white male, ai 

lOrLangeyille . Idaho, , occupat ion , | 

Yale University. " i 




[w^te female, ' ^e 22, 

IJew^YoxfeJCyLty , ^occupat ion, 

'■ — '-| — 

Negro male , age 21 ,| 

i^»«Eennsylvvania, occupation, student |_ 

Richmond, Virginia. 

I 


student 


student ,[ 


I Negro male, age 21 , 

■ ITash in gto n , ^,D...,.-C -. , occupat i 
[Richm ond , Virgini a. ^ 

J Negro male, age 21, 

bniiectig ut. , occupation, M>S^WL 
TRij^igondT Virginia. T 
RtG- A 

als were charged with breach 


All of the above indivxduals were charged wi 
of the peace under Section 2087,5, Mississippi Code. 


They are presently confined in jail and are scheduled 
to be tried late tliis. afternoon or early tomorroY^ JUN 8 

JGK: 

(5) ri yl ✓ ^ 
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,«<■ •' • Mr. Tolsoa___ li 

- j|B Mr. Belmont— i' 

Sg Mr. Mohr j 

Mr. Callahan j 

Mr. Conrad I 

FEDERM Of A." ’‘I 'TSAI DeLoach ' 

U. S. DEFARTMfe^l Ot JobUUt Mr. Evans__Ay^ 

COWlMUNlGPm0Nf<^CTION Mr. Malone^^/ 

Mr. Rosen..Ur..V/[T 
Sullivan 1 

URGENT 5-23 ! 

X ' I Mr. Ingram I 

TO DMECTOR, FBI, -9- AND SACS ATLANTA BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE pis N€«y 1 

ORLEANS ^ I ^ 


URGENT 


<$-7-51 


5-23 


FEDERM ".«f;EAU Of A." ’‘1''T!A1 
U. S. DEFARTME^I Ot JobUOt 

COWlMUNlGPmjDNS^CTION 

TRUETYPE 

T.T1^/N ■ 




FROM SAC, NEW YORK 2P 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA TO JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, ' RAC iAL 
MATTERS, CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CIVIL RIGHTS. 


REBUTEL SIX SIX LAST. 


IS NYC ATTORNEY. 


HE IS CURRENTLY 


NEW YORK CHAPTER OF NAACP. HE IS 


AN ADMITTED FORMER MEMBER OF AMERICAN VETERANS COMMITTEE AND 
AMERICAN YOUTH FOR DEMOCRACY. HE LEFT THESE ORGANIZATIONS UPON 
DISCOVERING THEY WERE COMMUNIST DOMINATED. HE VOTED ALP . 


NINETEEN HUNDRED FORTY SIX, SEVEN AND EIGHT. HE WAS BACKED BY 
THE COMMUNIST PARTY FOR ELECTION TO NAACP, BUT THERE IS NO 
EVIDENCE HE SOUGHT THIS BACKING. NO EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST 


PARTY MEMBERSHIP. 


IS DESCRIBED MALE, NEGRO,,_BOp, 



FIVE FEET ELEVEN AND THREE 


QUARTER INCHES TALL, ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY SIX POUNDS, BROWN EYES, ^ 




BLACK HAIR, 


IS MEMBER OF THl 


|and is an ATITOTEY™* 

EE^. £0 © lioei 


IN NYC. NO EVIDENCE OF COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERSHTP O^N| 

PART, ALTHOUGH HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH SEVERAL COMMUNIST OTtV 


MEMBERS IN THE PAST. LANE SPOKE FOUR TWENTY ONE SIXTY ONE AT 


END PAGE ONE 
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Misc 77 CIV 999 USDC SDNY 


PAGE TWO 

RALLY OF NEW YORK COUNCIL TO ABOLISH THE UNAMERICAN ACTIVITIES 


COMMITTEE IN NEW YORK CITY 



HE REGISTERED ALP NINETEEN HUNDRED 


FORTY EIGHT TO NINETEEN HUNDRED FIFTY TWO. 


SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE NATIONALIST PARTY OF PUERTO RICO PAREN . v, 

fi 


NPPR ENPAREN IN NEW YORK CIT; 


LEHITIOUS CONSPIRACY TRIAL 


IN NINETEEN HUNDRED FIFTY JtVt, 
BORN 


JS DESCRIBED AS WHITE MALE, 
LONX,^.Ni:i.,Y.ORK, SIX FEET TALL, 


WEIGHT , ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN POUNDS, BROWN HAIR, BROWN EYES, 


NEW YORK CITY.>^N CONNECTION, WITH TRIAL 


OF NPPR MEMBERS IN JANUARY NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE 



APPLICATION 


FOR REDUCTION OF BAIL FOR TWO DEFENDANTS, STATED HE HAD BEEN INFORMED BY 
AN ATTORNEY REPRESENTING OTHER DEFENDANTS IN THE CASE THAT FBI AGENTS 
HAD THREATENED AT LEAST ONE OF HIS CLIENTS WITH PENALTIES DUE TO THAT I 


ATTORNEYS PARTICIPATION IN -THE CASE , BUT COULD NOT OFFER ANY SPECIFIC 


INSTANCES. 


[AS BEEN' IN CONTACT WITH ISADORE GIBBY NEEDLEMAN, 


WHO HAS BEEN UNDER INVESTIGATION FOR ESPIONAGE AGTIVITIES^EEDLEMAN 
WAS A CONTRIBUTOR TO CAMPAIGN FUND IN OCTOBER NINETEEN SIXTY, 


CORR PAGE TWO LINE 12 SHD READ AS FOLLOWS 
OF NPPR MEMBERS IN JANUARY NINETEEN FIFTY FIVE 



APPLICATION 

JH .g) 


L-~<T 


NY R 9 WA ELR 







FEDERAL BUREAU C? 

U. S. DEPARTOEKT Of jOSrtG'E 

GOfB'lUNlCATlONS SECTiaN 
JUN7 IBbi W 


j^/ssaeiol 


Eilr, Tolson 

Mr. Belmoat 

Mr. Molir__ 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLo^h— 

I Mr. 

l^r. — • 

I Mr. ^ro'i^tf^r^- — 
I ^6. ^<3S-Si.-=» 

1 Mr. 

9 iSss — 


URGENT S-lA\ S-10//////S-1S AM EST ESC Mr^r^SC 

/ Miss 

TO DIREOTOR, FBI, SACS BIRMINGHAM, mcrtit mew ORi.FAMg-. | 

NEW YORK, NEWARK, SPRINGFIELD 

FROM SAC, ATLANTA /157NEW/ IP 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GA. TO JACKSON, MISS,, JUNE 
SEVEN, SIXTYONE, RM, CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CR, RE ATLANTA TEL 


TODAY, 



NOT ACCOMPANIED BY 


CHECKED 


OUT OF YMCA, ATLANTA TODAY, THEY BOUGHT TWO TICKETS TO MONTGOMERY, 
ALA, ON GREYNOUND BUS AND DEPARTED ON BUS NO, SIX ZERO FOUR ONE AT 
SEVEN’ FIFTEEN AM DUE TO ARRIVE MONTGOMERY ELEVEN FORTY AM, DRESS 
SAME AS DESCRIBED BY NEWARK, NO FURTHER CONTACT AT ONE NINE 

SEVEN ONEHALF AUBURN AVE,, NE, MADE RESERVATIONS 

I 

ON FLIGHT NO, FIVE FOUR EIGHT, EASTERN AIRLINES^ TO LEAVE ATLANTA 
FOR NEW'ARK ONE FIFTYFIVE PM, JUNE NINE NEXT, NO INCIDENTS 


ATLANTA , 

END ACK 

WA S-23 AM OK FBI WA JDS 


ft£0- 3 SFy- 


BH OK FBI BH MJK 


s JUN 8 1961 
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MO OK 


NO OK FBI NO 04^X 
NY OK FBI WY AMP 

NK OK FBI NK MJM 
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PLAIN TEXT 


Jime 7,1961 


TELETYPE 


UKGENT 


N\ TO SACS -NEWAREC, NEW YORK AND ATLANTA 

FROM DIRECTOEYBI ^ 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JAG^ON,^ 
.MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NIN ETEjEN SJ^Y-Op;,- EM, COC, CIL ■[ ■ 

IN CONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF 

: NEW YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAItlA . DEPARTMENT HAS ; ’ . ; ' 

• REQUESTED IT BE DETEmiNED WHETHER AOT Public Al^bimCEM^^ 

HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED P^FQSE OF | | - 

^ | tRIP TO TEST BUS FACILlTiES. ALL OFFICES CHECp ' . , ' 

• . APPROPRIATS SOURCES and SUTEL BMEDIATELY. , ^ \ ^ 

■ JGE^ers . ' • '' ‘ ' ' ' ■. '' - 

(s)-':y • - ■/ ■ 

NOTE: ; Travel of mav be in violati on of Federal Judge 

\ ^ Johnson^s restraining order issued ‘6/2/61. 1 I 

u^n arrival in Atlanta, Geoirgia 6/6/61 went to office of Freedom Ride 
V Coordinating Committee > sponsored by 3 groups, specHically included in Judge ^ 
Johnson* s order. Data requested bv Deoa rtmenc g® 3 such public announcement O-^ 
made, may tend to show l [ working iii concert with organizations 

restrained under the order,; SAC /3^^'^pf Mobile advised telephonically ; 

that Mobile has no knowledge of such a public a^ouncement. o -/ * , 


' ' ./ ■* i 


i ■ I ■ > ' ' ■ - ‘ ' \UM 8 196^ 

> fED£RAL euReAu■■or|Nv^^^„^§(s'^'^: ^ ' 

'V S. department OF justice \ ' «is« 

gom^^ 

■ ■ ■ . JUN', 

Vi . TELETYPE. ■ ' 


ItELETYPE ; - 


■ T»‘.cNd«i 




^KRAL bureau of MWESTIGATIOH 
^^U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ) 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOil/ 
JUN 71961^ 

.-TELETYPE 


URGENT 6-7~6>1^, 5-40 M/PM BH 


TO SACS -NEWARK, NEW yoTiK AND ATj:^TA 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 



■b6 

b7C 


PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, RM, COC, CR. 
IN CONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF 

OF NE YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTMENT HAS 


REQUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHETHER ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED PURPOSE OF 

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILITIES, ALL OFFICES CHECK 
APPROPRIATE SOURCES AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY. 


END ACK PLS 

/ 

OK FBI^K JFH 

TU DISV 








FEOERM bureau of IN^ESIIGAUON 
u s. department of justice 

communications SECTION 
JUN 7 1961 



he 

h7C 


URGENT <S-7-Sl 5-37 M PM BH 

TO SACS NEWARK, NEW YORK AND ATLANTA 
FROM DIRECTOR IP 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, XRM, COC, CR . 
IN CONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF I 

OF NE YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHETHER ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED PURPOSE OF 

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILITIES. ALL OFFICES CHECK 

APPROPRIATE SOURCES AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY. 

END ACK PLS 


LAST TWO WORDS NOT CLEAR AT 
35HRRRXXXX 
SUTEL IMMEDIATELY. 

LAST TWO WORDS SECOND LINE NOT CLERAR AT 
SIXTY-ONE, XRM, COC, CR. 

TU 

OK FBI AT WJB 
TU DISC 






f=eOERAL BUREAU Of iN 'E 

U. S. DEPARTMENI Of UbliCf 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
JUIM ? 

TELETYPE 



b6 

b7C 


URGENT 6-7-61 5-35 PM BH 

TO SACS NEWARK, NEW YORK /?/ AND ATLANTA 

FROM DIRECTOR IP 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTY-ONE, RM, COC, CR, 
INC ONNECTION WITH TRAVEL OF 

OF NE YORK TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, DEPARTMENT HAS 
REQUESTED IT BE DETERMINED WHETHER ANY PUBLI C ANNOUNCEMENT 
HAS BEEN MADE CONCERNING DECLARED PURPOSE OF 

TRIP TO TEST BUS FACILITIES. ALL OFFICES CHECK 
APPROPRIATE SOURCES AND SUTEL IMMEDIATELY. 

END ACK PLS 

WA R 7 NY JFA 


HOLD 













COIMMUNlCam# SB^ 
^ r^^TYPE 


/y?^s <S / 


\- Hr, 'jpcifc'?® 

'i Hr, 1' i'JiHO£iife_ 
,- ?Av* T'Tt',hT* 

. .'. 'i, *ahaiL_ 

■ '. u\ y.inivA 

/ ' II *i\u''ue{i 

■'I', 

■■ 'i'.''-.Uer 

:| lv'«i.K-. 

■I 'li\ intitam 

,i iiiifiS Gandy 


URGENT 


-^6-61 1-15 AM EST 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S RICHMOND, MEMPHIS, NEW ORLEANS 
AnI CINCINNATI 


FROM SAC,. ATLANTA 157-232 
FREEBUf^ RM*| 


FREEDOM RIDE COORDINATING COMMITTEE, 


ADVISES, FOUR NEGRO STUDENTS IDENTIFIED AS 


LEAVING 


RICHMO®, VA., JUNE SIX BY TRAILWAY BUS IN ROUTE JACKSON, MISS, 
— >1^ 

WILL TRAVEL THROUGH NASHVILLE AND MEMPHIS, TENN, PLAN TO TEST 


BUS FACILITIES JACKSON, MISS, 


URTHER ADVISED 


BOTH WHITE AND 

BOTH NEGRO LEAVING WILBERFORCE, OHIO, JUNE SEVEN VIA 
NASHVILLE AND MEMPHIS ON TRAILWAY BUS IN ROUTE JACKSON, MISS, 


TO TEST FACILITIES. 
END AND ACK IN OR PLS 
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SEPARATELY 
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WA 2-23 AM OK FBI WA ELR 

liCX 

RH OK 

^E OK FBI ME JB 
ei OK FBI Cl RES 

nu 


B JUH 136’ 

c==’=^ 


0^ 
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felCRTiOnS SECTION 

-iuN6 196t 
TEI-ETYPS 



URGENT 5-05 PM EST PS ^5; 

TO DIRECTOR AND SAC, JACKSONVILLE 1^ 

FROM SAC, MIAMI I P 

HAVANA /SPECIAL NUMBER SEVEN FIVE, FLA. EAST COAST 'RAILROAIT-r 

yi'-l/EN ROu/e TO MIAMI SIX FIVE SIXTY ONE., RACIAL MATTERS.I |\ 

■ ^ i 

1 , WHEN BOARDING CAPTIONEJ 

’ r 

TRAIN AT TEN PM AT JACKSONVILLE, FLA., OVERHEARD CONDUCTOR 
^ INSTRUCTING PORTER TO SEPARATE WHITE AND COLORED PEOPLE 
^ AS THEY BOARDED TRAIN. LATER CONDUCTOR TOLD SEVERAL PEOPLE, 
I INCLUDING Cl THAT HE COULD NOT INTEGRATE HIS TRAIN IN VIEW 
N OF TROUBLE CAUSED BY QUOTE FREEDOM RIDERS UNQUOTE. CIC AND 

<N 

I MIAMI PD NOTIFIED. JACKSONVILLE NOTIFY CIC, PD AND SECURITY 
^ OFFICE, FLA. EAST COAST RAILROAD. 

^^'i^END AND ACK PLS 


‘Mr. Tolson 

Mr, Belmont 

Mr. Moh r. - - 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Coni’ad 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans 
Mr. Malone^ S^ U^ 
Mr. Rose n 
Mr. Sullivan^^i. 
Mr. Tavd_ik^L.. 
Mr. Trotter— _» 
Tele. Room™ 
Mr. Ingram.—, 
Miss Candy 


WA 6-11 PM OK FBIWA WS 
JK OK FBI JK SRF 


JT W 

JUN 8 1B61 
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TO mRECTOR, FBI ANDSAC-S BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, 


NEW YORK, NEWARK AND SPRINGFIELD 


NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 


FROM SAC, ATLANTA 157-NEW 3P 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GA. TO JACKSON MISS, 
JUNE SEVEN, SIXTYONE, RM., CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CR, 


REBUTEL JUNE SIX LAST, 



BSERVED 


ARRIVING ATLANTA ON EASTERN AIRLINES FLIGHT FIVE ONE FIVE 
AT SEVEN FORTY PM JUNE SIX LAST, PROCEEDED TO ONE NINE SEVEN 
AND ONE HALF AUBURN AVE,, N,E, -ATLANJA^WHERE THEY MET 
UNKNOWN NEGRO MALE, THIRTY, SIx"fT, ONE IN,, ONE SIXTY 
POUNDS, SLENDER, DARK BROWN, CURLY BLACK HAIR, WEARING WHITE 
COAT, BLACK SLACKS, STRAwIhaT, ONE NINE SEVEN Ap ONE HALF 


AUBURN AVE,, N,E, IS THE OFFICE OF THE FREEDOM RIDE CO- 
ORDINATING COMMITTEE WHICH WAS, SET UP BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN 

CtrW 8EC-8 ^ 6 - 7 ^ 3 a? -- 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, ST^NT NON DASH VIOLENT COORDINATING 


COMMITTEE, AND CONGRESS OF R^C 
END PAGE ONE ' 




LITY, g 






RELAYED TO 




> 


t • 

b6 

bVC 

PAGE TWO,.* 

THREE ABOVE INDIVIDUALS STAYED AT THIS OFFICE FOR 
ABOUT ONE HOUR THEN CHECKED INTO NEGRO Y.M.C.A., 



BEEN IN ATLANTA SEVERAL DAYS. FOR INFO SPRINGFIELD BUREAU ADVISED 

that white male, N.Y, 

NEGRO MALE, MEMBER OF N.Y. BAR AND POSSIBLY 

OF N.Y, CHAPTER OF NAACP, WERE GOJNG FROM NEWARK TO JACKSON, 

MISS, VIA ATLANTA. WIRED JUSTICE DEPT. HE VIEWS WITH 

ALARM UNLAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH RESIDENTS OF N.Y. BY 
ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITIES AND HE AND ARE 

GOING TO ALABAMA AND MISS. TO INVESTIGATE SITUATION AND To' GIVE 
LEGAL COUNSEL TO INDIVIDUALS UNLAWFULLY DETAINED BY STATE 
END PAGE TWO... 



t 


■f 

• smn THREE 
PAGE THREE 





he 

hic 


AUTHORITIES. TRAVEL IN ALABAMA MAY BE IN VIOLATION 
OF COURT ORDER ISSUED BY USDJ FRANK M. JOHNSON, JR. 

ON JUNE SECOND LAST. SPRINGFIELD IDENTIFY f 

| ftND SUTEL RESULTS TO BUREAU, ATLANTA, MOBILE, 
BIRMINGHAM AND NEW ORLEANS. NO INCIDENTS ATLANTA. FISUR 
CONTINUES. 

END AND ACK IN OR PLS 

WA 4-25 AM OK FBI WA HFL 

BH QK FBI BH WHC 

MO OK FBI MO WLM 

NK OK FBI NK WPN 

SI OK FBI SI RCR 
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= |f _ - AIBCEAfT OE E0*0a OTICI^Si Cmii EIGHSS^ „ ; , . 

’ Seven freedom riders traveled from ire\7 dx*leajds i>y r , 

-•■.^■\''<^railT7ays ,Bus^< arriving'.at -JaoksdnV ’'Slssissi|)pij, ,©t ll;d7, a*m* > -/• 
/ June 6, 1961 ♦ They T?ere arrested upon arrival and convicted of 

i breacli of the pence ♦ jsach t?as fined $2p0 and sentenced to fod^ 

Zi "': ■ months in- Jail t^lth sisi^ days of the sentence suspended, 

' ; ^ . . Xle have received information indicating that the V' 

J following freedom rides have ibeen scheduled: : ■ . >" 


”• ' C>1 -S| 

■; b(V'.(r^=, ' 

^ ' a:-- lii- If 


Q T 




Ois. .freedom 'riders'' traveling from. Hashville ' - q. 

hy- bus; are ^-scheduled -to; arrive at' Jaehson, 
EUssissippi, at l2;45 p,ia*,-. Junef-T,, 1961, ■ ^ 

’ “'^ree freedom .jriders are sdxeduled'to'fly - 

from Louis to Jachson,. ■Mississippi, -‘arriy-sk'- 
- ing at 4:55 .p,m,, June 7^ 1962,- ^ - 

■ f-- ^ 

" twelve freedoEi .f^id'es^s , plan to -travel frois “ • 

■ ‘ Hashville to fJacStson , ” Hississippi , . on' . .6, ^ ‘ ; 

iSSl, .and Wlll-prohably- t|*avel, by bus*. 5^ -• ' •• 

' , ■ ■ ■ ■ , . ■■ ■' 

'■ ‘.JTine freedom rider's. -ar© scheduled to 
‘ from Mew Orleans to, Jachson Mississippi, .- r- i v 
, „Jime.9, 1.961., ' .Their' method of travel' is'dnbaown, 

' 1 , Seven . freedom riders iatead: to travel from : .•/' 

Eoch 'Hill^, South Carolina,. - to; jachson, ilississ.ippiV 

- , - on either June 12', 1961 j or' Jun©''lS^ 106i> '•Their. 

method of travel :is unknowni • 

-0b , Mine freedom riders .'■ar'© 'scheduled, to travel from ■ ".• 


"11 

m 

■cp. ^.■ 




:irtl l-j ' 


Belmortl -JJ 

Mohr 

Calldhan — iLil 
Conrad' — 
DeLdach _ v^‘ J 
Evans 

Malone — - 
Rosen _: — — 

Sullivan . ^ 

Tavel. 

rtoltet 

'ele. Room 

digram ^ 


fx Mr,* .Mohr 
L.1 - Mr. DeLoach.d 
r.l--.'^Mr, Evans' 1* 
— X -? I(!r* Sullivan' 


^M:jam (16). , 
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siattt 

1« M* t»rM 


mtXvnm »» d l »* t«rfc Cft«vt«r, , 

wtimml Jmiioauinm Yor tlw <dw»r<— f of a . - / 

OnorikT ftyggio tUm t« Atlaot* oa 

XIWI. I T iuui HMfTiaM ly iafaw MKt tk* 
0 ( 9 (urtiHNit ot JiMtis* tlwt IM aacl I l aitt 
pnm««d ta Moat g ow inr , AlAbaM» aad amIwom, 
AiMlwUlpiil. I 9 iMMi tMim ’*■11 f»elllti«a 
to fwaono travollat vltliia tbo U. 


A itrmp of Coraoll UBlvoroity «t«t4o«to 
to iMTo itbaea. Moo Tork* kjr •ivalMio Jkao 
IMl, to Joto troodao riiioro «t ao wMUoeloood 
loeatioo to tko soutk. Ao oddlttooBl croup 
i« piaoBlac to loavo ztkaea «o Juoo la, IMI. 

I I kMi kom 1» oootoet witk oovoroJ Ce oo ua iot 

vortp ooobw la tko past and km alao aa ao a latod «ltk tka aukjoct 
of aa amiaaac* laomUcatioo. but tkoro la ao ovldooeo that ho 
la a aaakm of tka cmaaaaiat Partjr. Oa i^rll 11, IMI. ko 
opoka at a ralljr of tka Mao took cooaell to AkoUak tka aa-laaricaa 
Actlvltlaa coaalttaa. 



aad ta IDM ka raproaaataO aavmal aaabara of tka latioaaliat 
Party of Powrto Rleo aho aaro triad for aadltloaa cwoaplraey. 

I I kaa adulttad iaaaar aaakarahlp la tka 

Aaarlcaa Vatoram c^kalttaa aad Aaarleaa Tooth for omoeraey. 
aa allagadly loft tbam ar«aalaatloaa apoa dlaaovariaa that tkay 
aara uadar am aa nl at dmlaatlan. 


aaoL 


]«aa_jmpp 


ppartad by tba Coaauaiat Party maa ka 

tka Haw yarti Ckaptar of tka liAi«:p, 

thara la ao ovtdoaoa that ho aenjidit awrtk kaaklac or that ho la 
a aaabar of tbo coaiMuiiat Party. 


Aa lafoaaaat km advlaad that a aaotiap of tba Coettraait 
of ttacla JL liaaalitr aill ba hold la/taaktaat oo. 0 . C., oa l 
i»dl, at I lit am aiatod tba 

prlaeipai apaahar aill bal 


tlaa abathor tka apwMiar la tka|_ 


it tka 

It la not hooag at this* 
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Th« Att«ni«j' 0»a«rei 


■nta ComuiUBt Mrty 1« coatiaulag it* olforts t* .ixpicit 
Lb la issu*. i« b«v« b««a ioXoriMNt tbat tb* M«v York 8tat« Coaiwunist 
Party Is torauistiac pisas tor tb« purpess ot swBdiag s Ims losb 
ot wblt* sad JKHEro tjr*«do«t ridar* trim saw York City to Alabiwta 
or Viselsaippi aaob soak boglsala^ ia Juaa, 19«1. 


Coaatuaiat Party iMMabar* ara baiaac urgad to at toad aad 
tiaaaolsily aapport aa all day asatiag to b« bald at the 
Aalaai Mathodlat Chureb ia Kas York City oa Juaa 10, 1861. Tbla 
Kaetiag sill ba davotaa to fraedan ridaa aad It baa t»a«a raportad 
tbat aavaral proaiaaat aialatava ara to spaafc. 


]] Coaoualat Party 


Qtiaoaa County, 

Naw York, kas allagodly aado ralaraao* to a rally tor tae 
traodoa rl<l*rB to be bald at Osloa Souar*, Mew York City, oa 
Juaa 13, 1601, and bo «lao aaatioaad that Ssrry Balatoate la 
aotaodulad to cai^uiign aad aolicit tuods for tba traadoa ridara* 


on tba evening of duaa b, 1861, tbera van a pascatuL 
daaoaatratioa la Cfaioago la front of th* frailwiora Bua tarainal. 
Aa intarraoial group of approrlaataly aavaaty paraons carried 
aigaa eupportlag tba fraadoet rldara. 


Tba rally apoaaorad by the Chicago coealttaa to 
oafaad tba Bill of Klgbts «aa bald In Cbleago on tha aveaing of 
Juaa 5, 1861, Ybl* waa attaadad by appraotlnataly four or fiva 
buadrad porsoaa of mioa fifty par cant vara raportad to bb' 
Sagroaa, laforaatioa baa bean raealvad that 8486 vaa^^etfllacted 
at tha rally. Tba prinolpal apaakar vaa Jr. Valtai^argaMm, y 
a ratiysd profaaaar froa tayaa stata Uaivaraltj in xotroit, 
Ititftilgba. Or. Bargabb' ya^uastod oollag* atudaata, upon eoaipletion 
ot tbair final axaalaatioaa, to taka one day'* trainlag in 
Chicago and than to proceed aoutb by bus to fill the ^alla xa 
Jackson, blsalnaippl , 

Aaotbar dacamitration bt tha Trailvays bus taraiaal 
in Chicago baa baan aoitounead lor Juna 10, 1861. 
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Th« Attorney Omamrti 

«• Ar» oentittuiatj^ to rigoirowaXy prm»» nil Mpoct» 
ot tbio nattor 'Wbiob Imiioato • violation. Vo will (umtlaa* 
to follow other phaooa threuch aeurcoa aM laloraaato. and tho 
iMpmetmmnt, will 1 m proaptly advlaod el laturo! {Mtrtmoat dovoXojtWonto, 

1 - Mr. fivrra it. Vhlt# 

iioputy Atioraoy Qonoral 

X '• Asolataat AttCMraoy ooaeral 
Burke Merehell 

i - Aeeleteat Attoraegr Oeaeral 
J« Waiter Team ley 

1 •> Aaeietaat Attorney Owner el 
Herbert j. Miller. Jr. 


NOTE: This memo is classified <rinn-n ..v< because 
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URGENT/^- 6-61 


2-18 


AM CST TJB 


/ '^r. Tolson 

i \'tv. Belmont 

I* '!r. Mohr 

'r. Callahan 

’!t. Conra d— — 

' \ DaLoach 

Evans. 

^'tr, Maline y 

Sullivan 

' ?t}?. Tavel— 

■' 'It*. Trotter 

I telfe* Room I 

I Ingram 

I Mi99 Gandy 


TO DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC ST. LOUIS 
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ 


FREEBUS. 


CORE REPRESENTATIVE, JACKSON. 


MISS., ADVISED THAT GROUP OF FREEDOM RIDERS WILL LEAVE ST. LOUIS, 
MO,, ABOUT NOON JUNE SIX VIA AIRLINES DESTINATION JACKSON, 


MISS,, TO TEST FACILITIES JACKSON AIRPORT. 


!AS NO FURTHER 


DETAILS. ST.LOOUIS CONTACT CORE REPRESENTATIVE 

ST. LOUIS, HOME PHONE NUMBER F 0 SEVEN SIX THREE EIGHT THREE, 

OFFICE PHONE C H ONE FIVE ZERO EIGHT EIGHT. SECURE ALL FLIGHT DATA 
NAMES OF RIDERS AND DESCRIPTIONS IF KNOWN. SUTEL. ABOVE INFO BUR- 


EAU. 

END AND ACK PLS, 


WA 4-20 AM OK FBI WA HFL 


SSL OK FBI SL JPH 
TU DICO 
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date: 6/7/61 



JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 6/7/61 
RACIAL MATTERS 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


UNITED STATES GOVEl 


Memorandum 


ENT 


TO 


Mr. Belmont 





Tolson - 
Belmont 



Trotter 


Tele. Room 
Ingram ■ 
Gandy — — 


With reference to the six freedom riders who departed 
Me mphis. Tennessee, this m orning en route to Jackson, Mississippi, 

SA I Jackson , Mississippi, has furnished 

the following^ information: 

The Trailways bus (#5708) carrying the freedom 
riders arrived at the Trailways bus station, Jackson, Mississippi, 
at 1:12 p.m., CST, today (3:12 p»m. Washington time). The 
freedom riders immediately disembarked from the bus and the 
three white members of the group proceeded into the colored 
waiting room of the depot, while the three Negro members 
proceeded into the white waiting room. They were ordered to 
move on by officers of the Jackson, Mississippi, Police 
Department, and upon refusing to comply, were arrested and 
charged with breach of the peace. The arrests occurred at 
1:25 p.m., CST (3:25 p.m. V/ashington time). 

There was no crowd at the bus depot, no disturbance 
occurred and the arrests were carried out in an orderly manner. 


The arrested freedom riders will be tried either 
late this afternoon or tomorrow. 


JGK:dsj 

( 6 ) 







^TTOireONTj 
SIP 
-B' 




^ 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

y^NITED STATES GOV^MmE] 

Memorandum 

TO Mr . Belmont 


FROM : A, Rose 


subject: FREEBUS 
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Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad — 

Mr. DeLoach.^ 


date: June 3, 1961 




a 


M 


I Sees 


'iJlfe Trotter — 
Tele. Room 


Mr. Ingram. 
I Miss fiaiii 
idir 






l|] Rnom 

J 


/SC , 


SYNOPSIS _ 

Jr, 

Judge Frank M, Johnson/issued a preliminary injunction on 
6/2/61 against two klan groups, their officials, and other named 
individuals. The effect of the preliminary injunction is to prevent 
interference, by those concerned, with the free movement of individuals 
in interstate commerce through or into Alabama. 


— \ 


John^^also issued a temporary restraining order against the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) , Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, Montgomery County Jail Council, the Student Nashville 
Nonviolent Movement and Negro leaders. The order i^estrains these 
groups and individuals from sponsoring, assisting or encouraging 
individuals to travel in interstate commerce to test state or local lav/s 
relating to racial segregation. 


Two groups of freedom riders traveled by Trailways bus from 
Montgomery, Algtoama, to Jackson, Mississippi, according to plan on 
6/2/61. Both groups tested bus terminal facilities in Montgomery prior 
to their departure without incident. Upon arrival in Jackson, they 
tested facilities there and were arrested by local police. A total 
of 13 were arrested and are in jail. 


The second group tested facilities in Montgomery subsequent 
to the issuance of a temporary restraining order against groups and 
individuals involved in the freedom rider movement. Judge Johnson 
desired no, action concerning this incident. 






1 


one of the white members of the second 
group, was arrested by Dallas County, Alabama, authorities at Selma. 


Alabama., 


as a result of a complaint by an e lderly w hite female 
passenger. She swore out a warrant against ! I who was charged 

with breach of the peace and assault. ■ . .. 

Mohr 


1 - Mr, 
1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


DeLoach 

Evans 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE; FEEEBUS 


I I a student at Virginia Union 

University, advised that" 'he is the leader of a group of' five 
Negro students from the university who plan to travel by bus 
to Jackson, Mississippi. ~as freedom riders on 6/5/61, 


At a l^epting of t he Cornell Committee Against Segregation 
on 6/ 2/61. f l a freedom rider, allegedly described 

Louisiana and Mississippi as essentially police states and he 
accused the Nev/ Orleans Police Department of having a corps of dogs 
trained to attack freedom riders and Negroes. Also allegedly 
stated te lephones of COR# members tapped by New Orleans police. 

was arrested 5/30/61 in Jackson as a freedom rider and 


paid his fine 6/1/61, Congress of Racial Equality 


A Freedom Rally is scheduled to be held in a New York 
City Baptist Church on the evening of 6/5/61 to protest jailing 
of freedom riders and secure Federal protection for the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, Reverends Abernathy, Shuttlesworth 
and Martin Luther King, Jr,, aries allegedly among speakers. 

Inf or mat i on received that Reverend/Shuttlesworth has accepted a 

church at I I 


Gus Hall, General Secretary of the Communist Party (CP), 
urged organized support of freedom riders at city-wide CP meeting 
in New York City 5/31/61. Stressed the wfjiting of letters and 
telegrams to the President and the Attorney General requesting them 
fto fulfill their election promises on civil rights, 

< ■ 

Max Thomas, Superintendent of Hinds” County Penal Farm 
v/ho v/as suspended 5/29/61 after complaints of mistreatment on part 
of two freedom riders, was reinstated on 6/2/61, Investigation by 
sheriff of freedom rider’s charges reportedly found no mistreatment. 
Sheriff’s findings based on statements from Thomas and various 
individuals present at the time, including Negro prisoners. 


It is reported that the hunger strike of the freedom 
riders in Jackson, Mississippi, jail is continuing, 



4 ' 
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Memorandum for Mr, Belmont 


DETAILS 

The freedom riders who had assembled in 
Montgomery on 6/1/61 proceeded to Jackson, Mississippi, 
according to plan on 6/2/61, They traveled in two groups. 

The first group,, consisting of four Negroes and 
three whites, departed by Trailways bus at 7; 35 a,m. after 
testing the facilities in the Montgomery Trailways bus 
station. There were no incidents. A number of police 
officers and photographers were present but there were 
very few spectators. Upon arrival in Jackson, Mississippi, 
six members of this group tested the depot facilities and 
were promptly arrested and charged with breach of the 
peace. The seventh member of the group reportedly did not 
test facilities because he had to return to his home for 
an emergency. The six who were arrested are in jail and 
trial has been set for 3:00 p.m,, Monday, 6/5/61, 

The second group, consisting of five Negroes and 
three whites, departed Montgomery at 11:30 a.m. by Trailways 
bus. This group originally consisted of seven members; - 
however, an additional member joined the group in Montgomery, 

The bus terminal facilities were tested without incident 
prior departure. It is noted that this occurred shortly 
after Federal Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr, had issued a temporary 
restraining order against various groups and individuals 
involved in the freedom rider movement, as well as a preliminary 
injunction against two klan groups, their officials, and other 
named individuals. The effect is to prevent interference by 
all concerned with the free movement of individuals in inter- 
state commerce. The judge desired no action re this incident. 

An incident occurred while the second group was en 
route from Montgomery to Jackson, At Selma, Alabama, an 
elderly white woman left the bus and swore out a warrant 
against Ralph D. Fertig, one of the white freedom riders. 

The charge was breach of the peace and assault, Fertig was 
arrested by Dallas County, Alabama, authorities and the bus, 
along with the complainant, then continued on its way. 


Memorandiim for Mr. Belmont 


Upon reaching Jackson, Mississippi, the remaining 
seven freedom riders were arrested in the bus terminal by 
Jackson Police in connection with their attempts to test 
facilities there. There were no incidents. No trial date 
has yet been set for this group and none have attempted to 
make bond. They are in the Jackson City Jail, 


The temporary restraining order was issued againstj|A^ 
the Congress of -Racial Equality (CORE) , Southern Christian -00S 
Leadership Con^rence, Montgomery .Coun ty Jail Council, the^ 

Student Nash^Ale Nonvi olent Movement. I ' ^ ^ 

Martin LutheMKing.Vfr K*'^R alPh DWAbernathv 
I ' t ^-This order refe"trains the groups and — 

individuals and those^ acting in concert with them from sponsoring, 
assisting or encouraging individuals to travel in interstate commerce 
for the purpose of testing the state or local laws relating to 
racial segregation and from committing any act designed to cause 
violence upon passengers in interstate commerce. Hearing on 
order scheduled for 6/12/61, 


a student at Virginia Union 

University, advised on 6/2/61 that he is the leader of a group 
of five Negro students of the University who plan to go to 
Jackson, Mississippi, as freedom riders on 6/5/61, They will 
travel by unchartered Trailways bus and the date of arrival in 
Jackson is as yet unknown since the group will lay over a few 
hours in Atlanta, Georgia, to coordinate plans with[ 


of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating - Committee ,|_ 


] 


I 


stated he knew of no other individuals from any surrounding areas 
who plan to travel as freedom riders. 


It is noted information had previously been received 
that members of Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, Cornell University, 
were planning to travel to New Orleans to serve as freedom riders. 
Sources at Cornell University have not confirmed this and now 
state that no members of the fraternity have been recruited for 
this purpose. 

At a meeting of the Cornell Committee Against Segretation, 
held on 6/2/61, mention was made that a group had left from one 
fraternity but neither the participants nor the fraternity was 
fur^er identifi ed. One of the speakers at this meeting was 

J a freedom rider who went from New Orleans to Jackson 
by train on 5/30/61 and was arrested at the station in Jackson, 

We have been advised that he paid his fine and departed .Jackson 
by airplane 6/1/61 en route to Syracuse, New York , 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 


At the meeting 


allegedly described 


Louisiana and Mississippi as essentially police states and 
he accused the New Orleans Police Department of having a 
canine c orps of dog s trained to attack freedom riders and 
Negroes . 




I is also alleged to have stated that 
telephones of CORE members are tapped by the New Orleans 
Police Department which cooperates with the Y/hite Citizens 
Council, turning information on CORE over to the council. 
Speakers at the meeting encouraged freedom riders to go 
south in groups and by train as this means is more economical 
and is safer. It was reported that, efforts are now being 
made to recruit white females as freedom riders. 


It has been reported that a Ereedom Rally will be 
held at Mount Olivet© Baptist Church in New York City at 
8:30 p.m. , 6/5/61. The purpose of the rally is allegedly to 
protest the Jailing of freedom riders and to secure Federal 
protection for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
Speakers reportedly aill include Reverend Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Reverend Ralph A. Abernathy and Reverend Fred L. 
Shuttlesworth. Sponsors of the rally are reported to be the 
Social Acii&n Commission of the Empire State Baptist 
Convention and the New York Division of the Southern Christian v 
Leadership Conference. 

r 

With respect to Reverend Shuttlesworth, information 
has been received to the effect that Shut tlesworth baa stated 
he has conditionally ac cented a ohiirnh at I 


Communist Party (CP) interest in the freedom ride 
movement continues to be high. A confidential informant has 
advised that a large city-wide CP meeting was held 5/31/61 
in New York City at which Gus Hall, General Secretary of the 
party, urged organized support of the freedom riders. He 
stressed an increase in the number add sizer: of protests and 
the writing of letters and telegrams to President Kennedy and 
the Attorney General, asking them to fulfill their election 
promises on civil rights. 


♦ Congress of Racial Equality 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 


■ It will be recalled that Max^S 
of the Hinds County gejaal^JFarm . was suspended on 5/29/61 
af-^r two ff^’edbm riders alleged they had been mistreated f or 
failing to answer questions ’*Yes sir" or "No sir." 

Sheriff J, Eobert Gilfoy of Hinds County advised on 6/2/61 
that Superintendent Thomas had been reinstated. Sheriff Gilfoy 
had conducted .an^inves tigation and had reported that victim 

I who had claimed he v/as struck with a 
blackjack, was' not hit but instead got a small laceration 
on the head during a scuffle with Thomas while Thomas was 
defending himself. The sheriff stated his findings were 
based on statements taker! from Thomas, three guards, a jailer 
and ten inmates, both white and Negro, who were chosen at 
random. 


It is reported that the freedom riders in Jail at 
Jackson, Mississippi, are continuing their hunger strike. 





/ 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITEI? STATES GOVJi^f^ENT 


Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


subject; 


Mr . Belmo 


A. Roseti 


FREBBUS 

•A»- 



t 



/ 


date: June 7, 1961 


SYNOPSIS 


ALL IKPOp^TIOlT ftO' 
■ 


0 


Tolson . 
Belmonl . 
Mohr . 
Callahan 
Conrad 


irad 




ns — ! 
Malone _ 

Rosen 

Sullivan 
Tavel — 


Trotter 

Tele. Room . 
Ingram — ■■■ ■ 
Gandy 


Seven freedom riders from New Orleans arrested upori^, 
arrival, in Jackson, Mississippi, 6/6/61 and convicted same date 
of breach of the peace. 



Each freedom rider sentenced to four months in jail 

I of which 60 days was suspended and fined $200 i All prior 
sentences consisted of a $200 fine and 60 days in jail with 
entire jail sentence suspended. 

Seventy-two freedom riders have now been arrested at be 

1 Jackson since 5/24/61, Seventeen have been released on bond, b7 

two have been released on payment of fines and 53 remain in 
custody. 


Six freedom riders from Nashville are to arrive at 
Jackson, 12:45 p^m^, 6/7/61, by bus. Three freedom riders are 
scheduled to fly from St, Louis to Jackson, Mississippi, arriving 
at 4:55 p,m,. Central Standard Time, 6/7/61. 

Twelve freedom riders plan to travel from Nashville 
-to Jackson probably by bus 6/8/61, 

Nine freedom riders will travel from New Orleans to 
Jackson 6/9/61, method of travel unknown. 




- Seven freedom riders will travel from Rock Hill, 
south Carolina, to Jackson 6/12/61 or 6/13/61, method of -travel ^ | 
unknown 

' / i 

Nine freedom riders will travel from Washington, D, C., 
to Jackson 6/12/61 or 6/13/^^^^ethod of travel unknown^ 

REC-ilfi / S-r.'- J. f 7 ^ 




] New Yor k attor ney^ahd 

4 — ■ M— — — ■n—iwa III I n 


flew to Atlanttre/B/ei 
stated they! will pr oceed xo Montgomer" 
Mississippi, by" bus J 


: Stat^ 

i Legis] 


fesJjbOsvJ 




_has p3 



pJL.,New Yovls. 


U 


Alabama, and Jackson, 


have both had questionable 


1 - Mr, 
1 - Mr, 

IjTjMr.*, 


Mohr ^ 
DeLoach 



ii relationships with communists but are. not known 
" to be members of the Communist Party, 




WLM: jam 



Memorandiim to Mr, Belmont 
RS: FREEBUS 


A group of Cornell University freedom riders v/as to 
leave Ithaca, New York, 6/6/61, by airplane to join other 
freedom riders at an undisclosed location in the South, An 
additional group plans to leave Ithaca 6/12/61, 


Information received that I I will speak 


at a meeting of Congress 
6/11/61. It is not vet k 

of Racial Equality in Washinsrton. TJ, r 

nown whether | 


r ' 


• f 


New York State Communist Party reportedly plans to send 
a bus load of freedom riders from New York to Alabama or 
Mississippi each week beginning this month. 


Communist Party members are being urged to lend moral 
and financial support to an all day meeting 6/10/61 at the 
Salem Methodist Church, New York City, which will deal with 
freedom riders. 


Communist Party Chairman, Queens County, New York, made 
reference to a rally for the freedom riders planned for 6/13/61 
at Union Square and mentioned that Harry Belafonte is scheduled 
to campaign for and soli^t funds for freedom riders, 

one of four subjects arrested by 

FBI in connection with bus burning at Anniston. Alabama . 5/14/61, 
was released on $5,000 bond 6/6/61, L ■ leader 


who previously made bond for a co-subje ct of 
two other individuals who made bond for | 




accompanied 


Conductor of East Coast Railroad *s Havana Special 
reportedly segregated passengers at Jacksonville, 6/5/61, 




ACTION 

A memorandunf^ is being prepared for the information 
of the Attorney General. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 


DETAILS 


Seven freedom riders traveled from New Orleans by 
Trailways Bus, arriving at Jackson, Mississippi, 11:27 a.m., 
6/6/61, They immediately proceeded to the white waiting room 
of the bus depot and were arrested v/ithout incident. They 
were convicted the same date of breach of the peace and each 
was fined $200 and sentenced to serve four months in Jail of 
which 60 days was suspended. All prior sentences have consisted 
of a $200 fine and 60 days in Jail v/ith the entire Jail sentence 
suspended. 


A total of 72 freedom riders have now been arrested 
at Jackson, Mississippi, since 5/24/61. Seventeen have been 
released on bond, two have been released upon payment of their 
fines and 53 remain in custody. * 




Charles Rt^Oldham, at torney . National Chairman of 
Congress.ja f^ acial -Equality (CORE), St. liloxiis , advrse^^liaT^ 
group of freedom riders consisting of two Negro males and one 
Negro female will depart from St, Louis 6/7/61 at 2:55 p.m,, 
Central Daylight Time, via Delta Airlines Flight Number 465, 
en route to Jackson, Mississippi, where they will arrive at 
4:55 p.m,. Central Standard Time. 


I I CORE representative at Jackson, 

Mississippi, advise^d that 12 "freedom riders 'will arrive "ih" 
j acksoh "f 3^m Nashville, Tennessee, on 6/8/61 and they will 
probably travel by bus. Nine freedom riders will arrive on 
6/9/61 from New Orleans, method of travel unknown; IT freedom 
riders will arrive 6/12/61 or 6/13/61 from Rock Hill, 

South Carolina, method of travel unknown; and nine freedom riders 
will arrive on 6/12/61 or 6/13/61 from Washington, D, C., method 
of travel unknown, 

I member of the New York State J.egislature. 
l a New York attorney and 

of the New York Chapter, NAACP, departed from Newark by Eastern 
Airlines at 6:00 p.m ., 6/6/6 1, to arrive in Atla nta. Georgia, 
at 7 ♦ 43 p.m., 6/6/61 J l is white and I | is a Negro, 

I se nt a telegram to the Department indicating that he and 
I will proceed to Montgomery, Alabama ,» and Jackson, 
Mississippi, by bus, using ”all facilities available to persons 
traveling within the U, S,” 
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Memorandum to Mrw Belmont 


I has been in contact with several members 

of the Commun ist Pa rty in the past although there is no 
evidence that I I himself is a member* On 4/21/61 Lane 
spoke at a rally in New York City of the New Y ork Council 
to Abolish the Un-American Activities CommitteeT I 


I I several members of the Nationalist 

Party of Puerto Rico at a seditious conspiracy trial in 
1955, In his app lication for reduction of bail for two 
defendants J b tated that he had been informed by an 

attorney representing other defendants that FBI Agents had 
threatened at least one of his clients with pe nalties due to 
the other attorney *s participation in the case. l Ic ould 

not back this up. 


has also been in contact with Isidore Bibby 

Needleman, who has been under inv estigati on for espionage 

I campaign fund in 


activities and who contributed to 
October, 1960, 


I I registered as supporting the American Labor 

Party from 1948 to 1952, 


1 I is an admitted former member of 

the American Veterans Committee and American Youth for 
Democracy i He reportedly left these organizations upon 
discovering that they were under communist domination. 

The Communist Party backed his election to the office of 
President of the New York Chapter, NAACP, but there is no 
evidence that he sought this backing or that he is a member 
of the Communist Party, 

I I voted the American Labor Party ticket in 

1946, 1947 and 1948, 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 


A source at Cornell University has advised that a 
group was to leave Ithaca, New York, 6/6/61, by airplane to 
join the freedom riders at an undisclosed location in the 
South, An additional group is planning to leave Ithaca, 
6/12/61, 


An informa nt has advised th at 
scheduled to be he' 


rides 
It is 


andf 
not : 


iid[ 

Hti 


a meeting of CORE is 




The me eting will deal with the freedom 

is scheduled to be the mai n sneaker. 


□ 


this time whether the speaker is 


A re liable sourc e has advised that 
Communist Partd I Qu eens County, New York, s tated that 

the New York State Communist ^Tar^y^xs^FormuTf^^ plans for the 
purpose of sending a bus load of white and Ne^o freedom riders 
from New York City to Alabama or Mississippi each week beginning' 
in June, 1961, 


It was also reported that I Idiscussed an all day 

meeting to be held at I 

The agenda deals with the freedom riders and several prominent 
ministers are to speak. Communist Party members are being 
urged to attend', this meeting for the purpose of lending moral 
and financial support. 


I I made reference to a rally for the freedom riders 

that is planned to be held 6/13/61 at Union Square and mentioned 
that Harry Belafonte is scheduled to campaign for and solicit 
f u,h d s to support the freedom riders. 


one of the four subjects arrested 
by the FBI in connection with the bus burning- in Anniston, 
Alabama, on 5/14/61, was rele,^ed on $5»odo bond,>^6/6JL, The 
b^nSTlSa^ provi ded by| I and Johnnj^t^ooks-^ho were 

accompanied by | _ ^ klan leader who 


[ 


previously mad e bond foaf 


Government inves tigation 
property used on 


] is presently the subject of 


in that he 
Ibond was free 


who was arrested with 
a Fraud Against the 
falsely represented that the 
of encumber ance. 
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Memorandum to Mr* Belmont 


A confidential informant has advised that he boarded 
the East Coast Railroad, ^;’Havana Special,*’ at Jacksonville, 
Florida, at 10:00 p.m,, 6/5/61, Informant overheard the conductor 
instructing the porter to separate white and colored people as 
they boarded the train. Later the conductor told several people 
that he could not integrate his train in view of the trouble 
caused by freedom riders. The train was en route to Miami, 


Stude nt Nonviolent Movement , 

Tennessee, advised that Nashville 

at 1:10 a.m., 6/7/61, by Trailways Bus, scheduled to arrive at 
Memphis 6:25 a,m,, 6/7/61. They will leave Memphis at 
7:45 a.m, by Trailways Bus to arrive at J ackson. Mississippi. 
12:45 p.m,, Central Standard Time, 6/7/61 1 I stated /that the 

group may test the facilities at Memphis but the primary purpose 
of the trip is to test the facilities at Jackson. 




OPTIONAL FORM NO, 10 

UNITED STATES GOVE^HllE^ 

Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVEIPMENT 


FROM : 



date: 6/4/61 

Time of Call: 1:20 p.m* 


subject: FREEBUS 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

■ Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter — . 
Tele. Room . 
Ingram — 
Gandy 


SAC Crosby, El Paso, was cont.acted to dete rmine 
j^ft ^/results of his inqu iry into information furnished by | 


en route* 


viev/ed and| 
that the fa 


I SAC Crosby stated a closing teletype was 

I ' I ' 

He pointed out briefly tha13l I had been inter- 


bad been rein terview < 
as furnished bv l I t 


ht 

was apparently a case of| 

1 

1 

mouth* 



I had been inter- 
ior It is now apparent 
about a “caravan” were 
repo rted information to 
[putting the words 


The logical route to be taken by any such caravan 
would go through Midland, Texas* A discreet surveillance was 
conducted by the police department from 1:15 to 5:00 a*m,, CST, 
and no pertinent information was noted. 

El Paso furnished Los Angeles with copy of its 
teletype and does not intend to take any further action* 

ACTION: 


None, For information* Mr* Rosen should be 
advised of results when he is next contacted* 







't 



6 - 4-61 



Mr. Tolstfn — 

Mr. Bdmoftfe 
Mr. Mohr — 

Mr. C^lahft« 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr, DeLoa<"h 
jvano .> 
ilalono 

lOsen... 

; Sullivan.— 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trotter 
Tele. Eoom — 
Mr. Ingram ... 
_ Mies Gandy.— 

T^IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, LOS ANGELES 
'ROM SAC, EL PASO ^ 

’♦ALLEGED CARAVAN OF CARS EASTBOUND ON HIGHWAY EIGHTY - EL PASO COUNTY 

iNFOmNT.^* ATTENTION CIVIL RIGHTS SECTION. 



RE MY TEL CALL TO BU THIS SUBJECT SIX THREE SIXTY ONE. 




^[MERV&mi^YjMAGEmS^ HE STATED HE 

CONTACTED 


AT TORNILLO ABOUT SEVEN P.M, SIX THREE SIXTYONE 



STOPPED A CAR HEADING EAST FULLt^ COLORED MEN AND HAD SEEN A 
COUPLE MORE CARS CARRYING COLORED PEOPLE ALSO HEADING EAST AND 



WONDERED WHAT IF ANYTHING WAS GOING ON. 


TOLD 



IT WAS 


COMMON KNOWLEDGE THAT THE COMMUNISTS IN CALIFORNIA WERE SUPPORTING 
THE FREEDOM RIDERS. TOLD 


♦♦EVERYONE KNOWS« COMMUNISTS ARE PARTI- 
CULARLY ACTIVE ALONG PICO BOULEVARD, LOS. ANGELES, AMONG UNEMPLOYED 
LABORERS. 


SUGGESTED POSSIBLY CALIFORNIA NEGROES WERE BEING 


FINANCED BY COMMUNISTS IN CALIFORNIA TO HELP FREEDOM RIDERS IN SOUTH, 


L 


DETAILED QUESTIONING OF 


BY BUA GENTS FAILED TO DEVELOPS ANY 


INFORMATION BEYOND THE GENERAL, ♦♦COMMON KNOWLEDGE’^^ "EVERYONE KNOWS’’ 

^ 

HAS BEEN EMPLOTED 


PHRASES, 


END PAGE ONE 


^5^ 
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PAGE TWO 


HAS NO CONNECTION 


WITH CP IN CALIFORNIA AND APPEARED TO HAVE NO INFORMATION WHATEVER 
ABOUT IT EXCEPT THE ^COMMON KNOWLEDGE” VARIETY MENTION ED ABOVE* 

HE APPEARED TO BE SINCERELY DESIROUS OF BEING HELPFUL 


NEGATIVE OUR INDICES, HAS CONTINUED ON TO MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA, 

INTERVIEWED AT LENGTH BY BUAGENTS. 


FOR A VACATION. 


HIS FINAL VERSION WAS ALMOST SAME AS 


TO AGENTS. 

BROUGHT UP COLORED 

SUGGESTED 


MIGHT BE 


PEOPLE, FREEDOM RIDERS AND TROUBLE IN THE SOUTH.|^ 

POSSIBILITY COLORED PEOPLE GOING EAST, OBSERVED BY| 

GOING SOUTH TO AGITATE AT THE INSTIGATION OF CALIFORNIA COMMUNISTS. 

HOWEVER 



SAID 


GAVE HIM NO SPECIFIC INFORMATION. 



INSISTED THAT THE VERSION OF THIRTY FIVE LATE MODEL, MIDDLE PRICED 
CARS EACH WITH SIX TO EIGHT COLORED MEN IN IT PASSING THROUGH TORNILLO 
ON HIGHWAY EIGHTY GOING EAST BETWEEN APPROXIMATELY SEVEN AND EIGHT 
FIFTEEN P.M. SIX THREE SIXTYONE WAS TRUE. VERY SERIOUS DOUBT THROWN 
ON THIS INFORMATION BY FACT THAT DISCREET SURVEILLANCE OF HIGHWAY 
EIGHTY EAST THROUGH MIDLAND, TEXAS, P.D. /HAROLD WALLACE NA CHIEF/ 
BETWEEN ONE FIFTEEN AND FIVE A.M. SIX FOUR SIXTY ONE FAILED TO DEVELOP 


END PAGE TWO 







\ r 





PAGE THREE 

ANY INFORMATION ABOUT ANY CARLOADS OF COLORED PEOPLE GOING EAST, 

ANY UNUSUAL TRAFFIC PATTERNS, ANY UNUSUAL NUMBER OF CARS WITH 
CALIFORNIA PLATES, ANY CARS APPEARING TO TRAVEL IN CARAVAN OR ANY 
DEPARTURE FROM ROUTINE, NORMAL TRAFFIC FOR SATURDAY NIGHT. UACB NO^ 
FURTHER INQUIRY WILL BE MADE INTO THIS MATTER AND NO REPORT WILL BE 
SUBMITTED. 

END AND ACK PLS 
1-02 PM OK FBI WA RAM 
TU DISC P 
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TO 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr • Belmon: 





date: June 5, 1961 



O 

SYNOPSIS 




on I 


sum W. 

SSIF, 


Imale who v^'^rrested at Selma, 



Alabama . 6/2/61 while traveling with freedom riders from Montgomery, 
L, to Jackson, Mississippi, reportedly states he was not a 


1 freedom rider but me 


• an observer. 


II 


was arrested for assault and disturbing the peace 

after he allegedly made two attempts to sit on a seat where an 
elderly white woman had her leg and he sat on the woman* s leg* 


Upon release from iail. l I t old Associated Press 
the sheriff had arranged to have him beaten. No complai nt' has 
been receiv ed and t he sheriff states when he saw 


]at break- 


made no complaint and showed no sxgns of the 


fast 6/3/61 
beating. 

“The press quotes freedom ride leaders as stating freedom 
rides will continue but will bypass Alabama where a temporary 
injunction was entered against freedom rides on 6/2/61 and there 
will be ”fly-ins" into Jackson, Mississippi, within the nestt week. 


L^^u' 


Reverend Fred L^SShuttlesworth received additional sentences 
at Birmingham, 6/2/61, of $200 plus costs and 360 days in jail for 
allegedly interfering with police when freedom riders were taken 
into protective custody 5/17/61, These sentences being appealed, 

Shuttlesworth also sentenced to 24 hours in jail and fined 
$10,6/2/61, for contempt in that he refused to answer when questioned 
as to whether he intended to continue to violate city ordinances. 

Jail sentence served* Shuttlesworth also placed under $5,000 
peace bond. 


co-counsel for defense at first trial 

of freedom rideS*s in Jackson, has written Jackson City Attorney, 
Municipal Court Judge and Chief of Detectives thanking them for 



their courtesy, 



< ; ^ ; , REC- 22 ' 

S£E SeM 

seiU^i^ 
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 
RE: PREEBUS 


Six Negroes arrested at municipal zoo, Jackson, 
Mississippi, 6/4/61 when they refused to move from benches 

( customarily used by white people. Released without charges after 
questioning at police station. They allegedly acted under direction 
of Me^gar Evers, Field Secretary, NAACP, 

Six or eight Negro students left Tallahassee, Florida, 
by Greyhound Bus 6/2/61 after one of them entered the white waiting 
room without incident. At Jacksonville, they entered the white 
restaurant at the bus terminal and were served without incident. 

Sit-ins occurred at five lunch counters in Macon, Georgia, 
6/2/61, The only incident was when a 17-year-old Negro boy was 
struck by a 67-year-old white man whom he sat beside. Both arrested 
for disorderly conduct. 


Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights is 
sponsoring a Freedom Riders Rally in Chicago, 6/5/61, Richard Criley, 
[Executive Secretary, is allegedly a member of the Communist Party, 

A students ad hoc committee reportedly will demonstrate 
on behalf of the freedom riders in Chicago on the evening of_6/.§/g,l^ 


A confidential informant s tates he has learned that 


) ixie._K lahs . plan to bomb 




or burn apartmeiits 'occupied by Negroes at Cherry and Fourth Streets, 
Chattanooga, This allegedly will occur some night during the 
coming week* Chattanooga police have been advised. 

Report that 35 cars bearing California Negroes had passed 
through El Paso, Texas, 6/3/61, en route to Alabama appears to be 
false, 

ACTION 

A memorandum is being prepared for the information 
of the Attorney General, 



Memorandum to Mr^ Belmont 


DETAILS 


Sheriff James G* Clark of Selma ^ Alabama . has furnis hed 
the fo llowing additional details regarding l 
I I male who was arrested at Selma on 6/2/61 while traveling on 

a bus with freedom riders who were going from Montgomery, Alabama, 
to Jackson, Mississippi, 


Previous information indicated that 


was a freedom 


rider; however, he has denied this to the Sheriff *s Office and has 
stated that he was merely an observer. 


was arrested upon the complaint of Mrs* J, C* 

Thomas, Luverne, Alabama, an elderly white woman who found it 
necessary to ride v/ith one leg on the seat, I I allegedly 

tried to take this seat on tw o occasions and, in so doing, he sat 
on Mrs* Thomas* legi |was arrested for assault and disturb- 

ing the peace. 


was confined in th e countv iail in lieu of $1,500 

has told an Associated 


bond and was subsequently released, 

Press representati ve that wh ile he was in jail the sheriff arranged 
to have him beaten j ~| has not made this allegation to tthe 

FBI nor Is he known to have made such an allegation to anyone 
other t han the newspaperman* Sheriff Clar k has sta ted that he saw 

I at breakfast on 6/3/61 at which time | made no complaint 


and did not show any marks of a beating* 


Reverend Martin Luther King and| | 

have been quoted in the press as indicating that freedom rides 
will continue into Mississippi but will bypass Alabama in accordance 
with the temporary injunction issued 6/2/61 by United States 
District Judge Frank M, Johnson, Jr*, at Montgomery, 


Martin Luther King is quoted in the press as having stated, 
”I think we have revealed through many experiences that we have no 
fear of going to jail and staying in jail when necessary. We have 
transformed jails and prisons from dungeons of shame to havens of 
freedom and justice,” 


or ganizer 

to the' 'effect that freedom rid^s 


^orga 


The press has also quoted 
for the Congress of Racial Equali:ty 

wiii cortt'iTdire~on ^Ehe"^^ ,""on iSrains and there will also be 

”fly-ins” into ‘Jackson, Mississippi, within the next week* 
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Memorandum to Mr* Belmont 


Reverend Fred L* Shuttlesworth appeared in Birmingham 
Recorder *s Court on the night of 6/2/61 in connection with his 
activities at the Greyhound Bus station in Birmingham on 5/17/61 
when a group of freedom riders was taken into protective custody 
by the Birmingham Police Department* Shuttlesworth was fined 
$200 plus costs and sentenced to serve 360 days in jail on 
charges of "refusing to obey the lawful command of a police officer" 
and "interfering with an officer in line of duty*" 

Shuttlesworth was convicted after Birmingham Police Chief 
Jamie Moore testified that Shuttlesworth had interfered with the 
process of placing freedom riders into the patrol wagons on 
5/17/61*^ Following testimony for the prosecution, Shuttlesworth 
was ordered by Judge William Conway to take the stand and to 
testify as to the conduct that may be expected of him in the future* 
The judge specifically inquired as to whether Shuttlesworth 
intended to continue to violate city ordinances* Shuttlesworth 
declined to answer and invoked the Fifth Amendment* The judge 
ruled that the Fifth Amendment is not applicable in City Recorder’s 
Court and thereupon held Shuttlesworth in contempt, sentencing him 
to spend 24 hours in jail and bfitfing him $10, Shuttlesworth was 
also placed under a $5,000 peace bond under the provisions of 
Section 1088, General City Code* This code section states in effect 
that upon conviction, if there is reason to believe that the 
individual intends to commit breach of the peace, he may be 
required to post a bond to insure that he will keep the peace for 
a period of up to 12 months* 

Shuttlesworth served the 24 hour sentence for contempt 
but is appealing the sentences he received in connection with the 
substantive charges* 

J, A* Travis, City Attorney, Jackson, Mississippi, has 
received a letter directed to him. Municipal Co urt Judge James L* 
Spencer and Chief of Detectives M. B* Pierce by I 
who was co-counsel for the defense at the first trial of freedom 
riders in Jackson, Mississippi, This letter states in part: 

"I wish you to know that it has been a 
pleasure for me to honestly state that I 
know of no instance where defense lawyers 
have been Isreated ^ nicer. It is always 
a pleasant experience to work with or op- 
ppse men who uphold the high principles 
of our profession. 


4 - 
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Memorandiim to Mr* Belmont 


’’Thank you for your courtesies shown while 
in your city and if our office can ever be of 
assistance to you in this area, we will be 
only too happy to oblige.” 

On 6/4/61, six Negroes were arrested at the municipal 
zoo in Jackson, Mississippi, when they failed to obey the orders 
of a police officer to move on* They were sitting on benches in 
the vicinity of a concession stand which are not designated for 
either race but which Negroes do ^not customarily use* All were 
released without charges, being failed after they were questioned 
at police headquarters* The Jackson police have advised that the 
group had acted under the direction of Medgar Evers, Field 
Secretary of the NAACP. 


The Tallahassee, Florida, police have advised that on 
the evening of 6/2/61 six or eight Negro students from Florida 
A and'M College entered the Greyhound Bus depot at Tallahassee 
to return to their homes upon the end of the school year* After 
purchasing their tickets, all but one of the group sat in the 
Negro waiting room. One Negro sat in the white waiting room* He 
was approached by an unidentified white man who apparently told 
him he was sitting in the white section* Th^ Negro appeared 
surprised but did not move. Shortly thereafter, the group departed 
for Jacksonville without incident. Upon arrival in Jacksonville, 
the group of Negroes from Tallahassee entered the white restaurant 
in the Greyhound Bus terminal and were served without incident* 

The Jacksonville police reportedly interviewed the Negroes and 
were told that they were complying with, a request of the NAACP 
that students returning to their homes fromecollege should test 
segregated facilities* 


Information has been received that on 6/2/61 five groups 
of Negroes, who appeared to be students, attempted to integrate 
white lunch counters at five stores in downtown Macon, ^.Georgia* 

The students reportedly departed peaceably after they weFe“1?^fused 
service and t he lunch counters were closed* The only incident 3. AfpRox, 


]a 17-year-old Negro boy, sat at a 


occurred when. 

lunch counter beside Fli5^<£^^^ince , a 67-y ear-old white man. 

Prince struck P [ about ^the head and they both departed* They 
were both subsequently arrested by the Macbn police and were charged 
with disorderly conduct* /a, 

' 8. APPROX, /ff 



Memorandiim to Mr, Belmont 


A confidential source in Chicago has advised that the 
Chicago Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights is sponsoring a 
Freedom Riders Rally to be held 6/5/61* Richard Criley, 
Executive Secretary, was reportedly sending announcements to 
3,500 individuals, inviting them to attend and hear talks by/some 
of the freedom riders as well as a discussion of future ^rlans to 
extend freedom south of the "Magnolia Curtain*” Richai(d^riley 
is reportedly a member of the Communist Party of Illinois, 

■»-. I ' M. - .n i n 


Another source has advised the Chicago Office that the 
above rally is sponsored by the Chicago Committee to Defend the 
Bill of Rights and various other antidiscrimination organizations, 
including the Cemmittee on Racial Equality This source also 
advised that a students ad hoc committee will demonstrate on behalf 
of the freedom riders in Chicago on the evening of 6/5/61, This 
committee allegedly is composed of students from the University of 
Chicago and Roosevelt University in Chicago, This latter source 
also related that the Fair Play For Cuba Committee is supporting 
the rally and that Richard Criley provided 500 leaflets to be 
mailed to individuals on the Fair Play For Cuba Committee mailing 
list. 


informed the 


Confidential informant] 

Atlanta Office on 6/4/61 that he was returning to Miam i frcwa 

Chattanooga, The info rmant said he learned on I I that 

I 1 of the Dixie Elans, plan to bomb or burn 

apartments occupied by Negroes at Cherry and Fourth Streets, 
Chattanooga, This was to take place some night during the coming 
week. The Chattanooga police have been advised* 
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On 6/4/61] ] 

advised that on the evening of 6/3/61 he had been told by 

I that communist agitators in Los Angeles had organized a 
large group of Neg roes who were driving from Los Angeles to Alabama 
as freedom riders, ! ~] claimed that during the next hour and a 

half he observed 35 cars, each carrying five to seven passengers 
and each bearing a California license, proceeding east on Highway 80* 
Highway 80 is one of the main routes from Los Angeles to the 
southeastern states. 
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Memorandum to Mr* Belmont 


I I who was driving with his 

family to Louisiana on hi s vacation, has been interviewed. He 
stated that he approachedf I 

I ■ I volunteered 

the information that he had seen several cars carr ying Negr oes 
drivin g east and wondered if anything was going on. I I told 

I I that "everyone” knows that communists are acting upon the 

unemployed in Los Angeles and suggested the possibility that 
California Negroes were being financed by communists to engage 
in freedom rides to the South. F l had no information indicat- 

ing that such might be the fact. 


I was recontacted and substantially verified I I 

version of their conversation but still insisted that he had seen 
35 cars driving east on Highway 80, each bearing California license 
plates and carryiftg several Negro men. This information appears 
very doubtful as Harold Wallace, National Academy graduate. 

Chief of Police in Midland, Texas, caused Highway 80 to be discreetly 
surveilled and no such caravan was observed. It is noted that 
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Tolson _ 
Belmont . 

Mohr 

Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone _ 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 
Tavel — 
Trotter - 
Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 


SA| I at the Jackson, Mississippi, Resident 

Agency, advised on 6-5-61 tlsfc information had been received a 
Trailways bus with eight freedom riders would lea^^e New Orleans, 
Louisiana, to arrive at Jackson, Mississippi, 11:30 a.m. (Jackson 
time) 6-6-61. He said further information would be furnished 
when it was obtained. 
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Mr. Rosen 


Tolson 

Belmont _ 
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Callahan . 
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DeLoach . 
Evans — 

Malone 

Rosen 


date: 6-5-61 


Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 


PROPOSED TRAVEL BY BUS OF 
GROUP OF VIRGINIA UNION 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS TO 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


CP 




The. Washington Daily News of June 5, 1961, contained an 
item indicating that a group of Negro students a^^;: ^irginia U nion 
University in Richmond, Virginia, plan to begin a ^freeBKm^^*on 
the evening oT'lfun^'^fo”^ aSKs'o^ , Mississippi, with scheduled stops 
at Birmingham and Tuscaloosa, Alabama, despite a Federal restraining 
order prohibiting “freedom rides,” 

SAC Earl Brown of the Richmond Office was contacted in. 
connection with this item and instructed to conduct appropriate 
inquiry. Richmond had previously received information that a group 
of five students from Virginia Union University plan to depart 
Richmond at 7:30 p.m. , June 5, enroute to Atlanta, Georgia. The 
group ultimately planned to continue on to Jackson, Mississippi, 
but its specific program for d oing so was not known and was to be 


discussed and coordinated withl 
Violent Committee in Atlanta. 


of the Student Non° 


f 




contacted f 


SAC Brown subsequently a dvised that the Richmond^^^*fice had 


of freedomT'iders planning to go to Jackson, Mississippi. 


] Virgin ia Union U niversity 


] 


[ 


■I ‘ 

Jadvised thefc he knew of no plans by his group~or any 


other at the University to make stops at Birmingham and Tuscaloosa, 
Alab ama, in connect ion with travel to Jackson, Mississippi. He stated 
that I I plans to leave Richmond tonight at approximately 

7:30 p.m. by Trailways bus enroute to Atlanta, Georgia J ~l 

scheduled to arrive at 11:00 a.m. , June 6, 1961. Eventually l 1 

to go on to Jack son. Mississippi, but at this time he do es not know ' 

the time or date | , ' ' . [ travel. He 

stated t hat as he had pr eviously advised, these details will be worked 
out with| 




4 ^ 


#§K;vjh.\ 

(5) 






m 








t 






I 


he 

b7C 


Memorandum to Mr. Bosen 





I plan to leave Richraon 

"tSiTight bv a. Traii^ayg bus fbV Nashville. Ten^ ssee. They plan to 
leave at approximately midnight and accordi"ng^"“^ d I although 

they eventually plan to go on to Jackson, their plans are not yet 
crystalized and the date and time of their departure and the route 
by which they will travel is not known at this time. 

could not expl ain why the I ~l members of | 

group were not| I to Atlanta but were proceeding 

independently to Nashville, Tennessee, other than to say that their 
proposed activity was not "organized” and as yet no firm plans have 
been established. * 

SAC Brown was instructed to notify pertinent offices 
including Birmingham. Memphis, Mobile and Atlanta of the results of 
I I interview and to verify the actual departure of I I 

1 members of his group from Richmond, Virginia. He was also 

instructed to verify the mode of travel taken by these individuals. 

SAC Brown was further instructed to keep the Bureau and 
all interested offices advised of pertinent developmsits« 




^1 


] stated that he had not been contacted by any members of 

nouncement ' to the press regarding 


University- planning to trave 


Jackson, Mississippi. 
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UROENT 6-8-51 7-23 PM CST SDF 

p/ DIRECTOR FBI 

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-264 2P 

FREEBUS. RE PHONE CALL JACKSON RA TO BUREAU TODAY, FOLLOWING 
FREE RIDERS CONVICTED JACKSON MUNICIPAL COURT, JACKSON, MISS., 
JUNE EIGHT FOR VIOLATION S, TWO ZERO EIGHT SEVEN'POINT FIVE, MISS 
CODE, ALL FINED TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS SENTENCED TO FOUR MONTHS, 

OF WHICH SIXTY DAYS SUSPENDED, NO INCIDENTS DURING TRIAL. FROM 
TRAILWAYS FREE RIDE JUNE SEVEN ARE -| 


FROM DELTA AIRLINES 


FREE RIDE JUNE SEVEN ARE - 


JACKSON AIRPORT, JUNE EIGHT. ALSO CONVICTED WAS 


■Do 

■b7C 




FROM ICRR FREE RIDE JUNE EIGHT ARRE - 








_ 

STOKLEY CARMICHAEL. 



196^ 

CONVICTED WERE 

\ WHO 

WERE-»A*RESTED — 
1 


O' 




END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 



FREE RIDER ARRESTED GREYHOUND BUS TERMINAL, JACKSON, 

JUNE SEVEN. 


CONVICTED OVER VIOLATION S. TWO ZERO EIGHT 


NINE POINT FIVE, MISS. CODE, BUT RECEIVED SAME FINE AND SENTENCE 
AS ABOVE. TOTAL ARRESTED AS OF FIVE PM, JUNE EIGHT, NINETY THREE. 
OUT ON BOND SEVENTEEN. PAID FINES TWO. NET IN CUSTODY SEVENTYFOUR., 
ALL RIDERS EATING AT COUNTY JAIL. FIVE REFUSING TO EAT AT CITY 
JAIL. 

END AND ACK PLS 
9-27 PM OK FBI WA WS 
TU DISC 


.bb,, 

im u g 



• ‘r . 


June 6, 1961 


PLAIN TEXT 


TELETYPE,, .. ' ' URGENT ; ■ ' , ^ ^ ^ 

TO SACS ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE ■ 

NEW ORLEANS, NEW YORK AND NEWAT^ 

FROM DIRECTOR FBr ; ' . J ‘ ^ C 

PROPOSED FREEDOM REDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSONy 

MISSISSIPPI, JUNE.SEVEkTH/ NINETEM SIXTYdNE, RACIAL MATTERS, 

CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CIVI^ RIGHTS. DEPARTMENT HAS 

I • “ — -* ^ ^ ^ 

RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM v ; 

^ 1-' ■ ’ - ' ' • ., * ' ~ -• ^ 

NEWjliHl^ITY^^^ 


LEGISLATURE, STATING HE AND 


YORK BAR AND WHO MAY POSSIBLY BE 


MEMBER OF NEW 


OF^NEW YORK 


OHAPTER OF NAACP> PLAN TO LEAVE NETO NEW JERSEY .. BY; 

PLANE SIX PM TONIGHT EN ROUTE TO ATLANTA, GEORGIA. AND ' 


JACKSON, MISSISSEPPL 


STATES HE VIEWS WITH ALARM UN- 


LAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH RESIDENTS .OF NEW YORK BY ALABAMA 


AND MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITIES AND THAT HE A! 



RE GOING 


TO ALABAMA AND Mississippi to investigate srru^ATioN and give 


• touch _I^GAL COUNSEL TO JNDIVH>UALS UNLAWFULLY DETAINED BY STATE 

'.Belmont — ~ . ' ' J . •. ~ , , 

Mohr ^ j ‘ ‘ : 

Callahan -AUTHORITIES. SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE ATLANTA, 

*:^^een^te,on-page3.,: ^ j; A 

14: ;■ ir . : . • ■ ’ ■ ' ■ ^ ‘ 

g"S. 1_ ,; . U«LH00mO, TELEJYPEM^^ 








TELETYPE TD^CS- AT, BHv.MQ; NO, /' i: * 

•' ■'■ .- '■‘■-■■' •■ \ ^ -^-'C ^ -’b7C •' 

' ' •'"'lONIGHT’ ^ ■ 

GEORGIA, SEVEN FORTY- THREE, PM/ THEREAFTER, THEY WILL;’’ 

PROCEED te BUS TO MONTGOMERiy,- ALA bAMA^^^ ON THE FORENOON 

OF JUNE seventh PLAN TO PROCEED TO JACKSON, ifeSKSIPPL ^ •; ’ 


ACCORDING TO 



PLAN TO USE QUOTE ALL 


/ UNQUOTE. NEW YORK SHOULD OBTAIN APPROPRIATE BACKGROUND 


DATA RE 



AND FURNISH SAME TCKSETHEH WITH 


, • 7 pertinent data new YORK files TO BUREAU AND UNTESTED OFFICES^ , \ 

' NEWA^ YERIFY DEP OF AND V 

; ADVISE BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFrc^^ ATI/ANTA, W . 


LOCAL AND.STATE AUTHORITIES TQ PROPOSED TRAVEL OF 




INTERESTED OFFICES ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTSr. 



/: pipERvISSUED BY USDJ FRAm iM. J0HNSON, JR. ON JUNE SECOND LAST.. ; 


■ ■> ■' ' >■ . - ' 'i- U. S. 

- '• 9 ' .. . • ' V V-. /,; 'COfjrMliNICATJdNS SECIfON 

^ 'jUMe '196]- ^ ^ 











NOTE: - Above information was telephoriically furnished byf : " 

’ ; ' :\Ciyil Ri ghts Divi sion of! Department, ,;on A/0/6:i. I b tated , 

; that tile* piiri)ose bf | telegram to the Department y^as to advise the , . . • 

Attorney G eneral '»f propo sed'action and to c^l upon the. Attorney ‘ ;; 

. insure that ] are protected during their travel. He requested * 

that the Department be advised of any pertinent developments in the matter. 


















pflll BUREAU OF ISiVESlIGATlON 
^S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION x 

JUN 6 19S1 ' 


# 








urgent 6- 3«21^ RAM 

TO SACS-^LANTA^/RMINGHAM, M'OBILE, to ORLEANS, NEW YORK, 
AND jmmi 

FROM DIRECTOR 2P 

PROPOSED FREEDOM RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI, JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, RACIAL MATTERS, 
CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CIVIL RIGHTS. DEPARTMENT HAS 
RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM 
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legislature, STATING HE AND 


NEW YORK CITY, MEMBER OF NEW YORK STATE 

MEMBER OF NEW 


OF NEW YORK 


YORK BAR AND WHO MAY POSSIBLY BE 
CHAPTER OF NAACP, PLAN TO LEAVE NEWARK, NEW JERSEY, BY 
PLANE SIX PM TONIGHT EN ROUTE TO ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 


STATES HE VIEWS WITH ALARM UN- 
LAWFUL INTERFERENCE WITH RESIDENTS OF NEW YORK BY ALABAMA 
AND MISSISSIPPI AUTHORITIES AND THAT HE AND 


ARE GOING 


TO ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI TO INVESTIGATE SITUATION AND GIVE 
legal counsel to INDIVIDUALS UNLAWFULLY DETAINED BY STATE 
AUTHORITIES. I ISCHEDULED TO ARRIVE ATLANTA, 


GEORGIA, SEVEN FORTY- THREE PM. TONIGHT. THEREAFTER, THEY 
WILL PROCEED BY BUS TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, AND ON THE FORENOON 
END page ONE 
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page bjo 

OF JUNE SEVENTH PLAN TO PROCEED TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. 

IpLAN TO USE QUOTE ALL 


ACCORDING TO 


FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO PERSONS TRAVELING WITHIN THE U. S. 

UNQUOTE. NEW YORK SHOULD OBTAIN APPROPRIATE BACKGROUND 

1 “ 

DATA RE 


AND FURNISH SAME TOGETHER WITH 
PERTINENT DATA NEW YORK FILES TO BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES, 
BY TELETYPE. NEWARK VERIFY DEPARTURE OF 


AND 


ADVISE BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICE. ATLANTA, MOBILE, 
BIRMINGHAM AND NEW ORLEANS IMMEDIATELY ALERT APPROPRIATE 
LOCAL AND STATE AUTHORITIES TO PROPOSED TRAVEL OfI 


ALERT APPROPRIATE INFORMANTS AND KEEP BUREAU AND 
INTERESTED OFFICES ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. 
ATTENTION MOBILE AND BIRMINGHAM DIRECTED TO FACT THAT TRAVEL 

IN ALABAMA MAY BE IN VIOLATION OF COURT 


BY 


ORDER ISSUED BY USDJ FRANK M, JOHNSON, JR. ON JUNE SECOND LAST. 
END ACK PLS 

AT OK FBiXtaOB 

BH OK FBI JBH^DM 

MO OK FBI /o ,.hrt 

i 

NO OK FBj^f^O MBK 


U TU DISC 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr, Belmont 


A, Ros 






date: June 8, 1961 



subject: FREEBUS 


r. 


n r 


*>• « .-S'.r. 

b i 'JA 


ALL INFORMATTOIT ftOITO 


Trotter 

Tele. Room , 

Ingram 

Gandy 


The New Orleans Office has reported nine individuals wer_- 
arrested in Jackson, Mississippi, this morning when a mixed group of 
Negroes and whites entered the white waiting room at the railroad station, 
One of the persons arrested claims to be employed as| 



Nine individualsX 


males. 


female, and[ 


1 females, arrived in Jackson, Mississippi, from New Orleans on the 

Illinois Central Train "City of New Orleans, " , . > 



These individuals entered the white waiting room and were arrested 
by the Jackson Police after they refused to mpyotr^' One of the individuals » 

J arrested has identified herself as[ 


j Northwest , This individu ai is described as 


Ivears of age and claims to be emplpyed as 

I ^ 




The New Orleans Office has further advised 


PUS station at Jackson on the night of 6/7/61, 1 j cn 

Negro cafe and refused to move on when requested bv the poIicrJ 





was ar rested at the 
entered the 


The father has been in contact with the Jackson Police and wants to 
have his son released an d has bee n very upset over the son’s behavior. New 
Orleans has . advised that I fcvill not be tried under the same statute used 

against the other freedom riders since he was not in a group. He will be tried 
under a general breach of the peace statute which^rovfdete for a fine of $500 
and/ or 6 months in jail. 


ACTION 




4' 


4 




[ 


The! telephone directory lists one 




0 


1 - Mr, Mohr 
1 - Mr, DeLoach 


CLMrers^ 



\f- 
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FREEBUS 



#. 


date: May 31, 1961 




,<Tdlson 
' Parson; 




_^Coach^ 


— 

y ^.C. SuITlvan 

Tele. Room 

Ingram _ g 

Gandy 

b7C 


alIsIRFq: 


SYNOPSIS 





Twenty- two /freedom riders transferred to Hinds County 
Penal Farm, 5/29/61, from county Jail at Jackson, Mi ssissip pi. 

j_ While being booked at Pen al Farm, 

_ ,, - ~l allQgodly struck for refusing 

to answer “Yes sir” or “No sirV 

Upon hearing of above iricidents , ''Governor' Ross Barnett 
met with the sheriff and County Board of Supervisors. Max^(5homas , 
Superintendent of t he Penal . Farm/who was involved in both incidents, 
*^s"TSmeiS!ialel^^Mi^ended“ pending an investigation and the freedom 
riders were returned to the county Jail, I',/ 



^ nwere intervxewea oy . Bureau ^ents and above xnformatxon was 
NL ^disc with MG Burke Marshall 5/30/61. No further investiga- 

lT*^Ttobr%e4ng.._^onducted unless requested by Department. 

. Eight a^dit4^iial freedom riders arrived at Jackson 

5/30/61 by train f rom NfeWs^^leans . Arrested upon entering white 
I waiting room and convicteo'&agie day for breach of the peace. 

Fifty-two freedom rider^vMve been arrested at Jackson 
I since 5/24/61. Eight have been releks^d on bond and 44 remain d»n 
I custody. 

ill 1^'mee t ing near Montgomery 

y 115/29/61. Jesse B's^^ ^ oner delxvered usual h^terical tirade against 
jlDirector, President and others. Crowd was not impressed. - 3 iL 


! jio/i 5 »/ox. uesse BT^g^j^^^ner aexxverea usual nysxerxcai txraae agaxnst 
jlDirector, President /^G and others. Crowd was not impresaed. - V il 

, ^24 \ 

/Ij During the NSRP meeting, the TDis^ctOT, Senator Hill, 

V| I Senator Sparkman and Martin Luther King were hanged in fefjfl^yg ig 0 i 


1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans iP 




\s>, 




esi/SJ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 
RE: FREEBUS 



The White House was picketed 5/30/61 by 145 individuals 
from Philadelphia and New York i&ho carried placards supporting 
freedom riders. , Part icipating;organi25at ions includecl&f**Prog res sive 
Youth Organizing Committee” and^lSidvance , ” both of whiclThiv^^^^^'*** u,s 




by FBI in connect ion with 
Jury action in a prelimi^ry hearing 


previously arrested 


were bo dhd over for Grand 




who made bond for 


informed the U. S. Commissioner that 


lof'^the four subj ects arre sted bv the FBI 


matelyj 




is subject to 


1 AO ou.wjcv;i/ uu I |of approxi— 

jFactS are being discussed with United States Attorney 


^relative to possible prosecution as a Fraud Against the Government 


Jcited fi>r-‘c6ntemj(t when he invoked the 

Fifth Amendment 'aY the injunction hearing, Montgomery, Alabama, 
5/30/61. ^ 


ACTTQN 


A memorandum is being prepared for the 
the Attorney General. 


information of 



2 





Memorandum to Mr, Parsons 


DETAILS 



On 5/29/61, 22 of the freedom riders who were 
incarcerated at Jachson, Mississippi, were moved from the 
county j ail to the Hinds Countv Penal Farm at Raymond.-’ 
MississlpplJ I 

I I alleged 

that during the booking procedure at the Penal Farm they 
were mistreated for failing to answer questions "Yes sir" 
or "No sir," 

I f urnis hed a signed , 

statement to Bureau Agents in which l [ alleged that 
Max Thomas, Superinten dent of the Penal Farm, slapped I 
on the face twice when | [ responded to questions by s tating 
”Uh huh" or by grunting to indicate a negative answer, ! I 

did not require medical attention. 


was interviewed by 


Bureau Age nts a nd submitted a signed statement to the 
effect that l l unintentionally failed to add "sir" when 
resp onding "Yes" or "No" to th e questions. On one occasion, 
Ireplie d VUh huh," ! I alleges_that an unknown subject 


[believed to be a guard hit 


yerai ti 

fist but I [blocked the blows, Thomas shoved! 

third subjec t, apparen tly a guard, allegedly str uck! 
a blackjack, J [ suffered a one inch cut on[ 

whic h bled profusely and a smaller laceration on the top of 

head. Max Thomas furnished first aid treatment by 

applying a gauze com press and a doctor dressed the wound an 
hour later. [required no further medical treatment. 


:hat 

Jon 


stick se veral ti mes. Max Thomas swung at[ 


the hea.d with a 
l yrith h is 

land a 
with 


J forehead 




Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 


Upon hearing of the above iacidents. Governor Ross 
Barnett met in his ^ of f ice with Sheriff Gilfoy of Hinds County 
and the Hinds County Board of Supervisors. Js a result of 
this meeting,. Max Thomas was immediately suspended pending 
a thorough, investigation by the Sheriff. 

After the above incidents, Sheriff Gilfoy returned 
the freedom riders from the Penal Farm to the county jail 
to prevent any future incident. The Mayor of Jackson, 
in a meeting with police officials, stated that if the county 
jail should become filled the city jail will be available 
for the housing of freedom riders. 

The above information was discussed with Assistant 
Attorney General Burke Marshall on 5/30/61 and it was 
Mr. Marshall’s desire that no further investigation be 
conducted in the absence of contrary instructions from the 
Department, 


At 10:12 a.m.. Central Standard Time, 5/30/61, a 
group of eight freedom riders, consisting of one Negro male, 
two Negro females and five white males, arrived in Jackson, 
Mississippi, from New Orleans by train. There were no 
unusual crowds at the station and 12 uniformed policemen 
were in the area. The group entered the white waiting room 
and were arrested for breach of the peace when they refused 
to obey police orders that they move on. 

The above eight freedom riders v/ere convicted in 
J&inicipal Court, Jackson, Mississippi, on 5/30/61, of breach 
of the peace under Section 2087,5 of the Mississippi Code, 

All were sentenced to 60 days in jail and v/ere fined $200 with 
the jail sentence suspended. They remain in jail in default 
of the fine. 


_ 4 _ 



Memorandum to Mr* Parsons 


Up to the present time, 52 freedom riders have 
been arrested at Jackson since the first group arrived on 
5/24/61, Of those arrested, nine are white males, 32 are 
Negro males and 11 are Negro females. No white females 
have been arrested. Eight of those arrested have been 
released on bond, including one white male, four Negro 
males and three Negro females. A total of 44 remain in 
custody of v/hich 10 are in the city jail and 34 are in 
the county jiail. 

On the evening ^f 5/29/61, the National States 
I Rights Party (NSRP) held ^i^hite Youth f pr_S^2^g^a^J,Sail« 

I meeting at Prattmont which xs oh'the outskxrts of Montgomery, 

I Alabama, 

Approximately 400 people attended the NSRP meeting. 
Jesse B. Stoner, legal counsel for NSRP, was the principal 
speaker and talked for about one hour, Stoner’s talk was 
in complete character with his previous irresponsible and 
venomous rantings. He followed the language used in 
"The Thunderbolt,” the NSRP publication, and was speaking 
for the benefit of his small following of white trash, 

Stoner’s platform conduct again raises the question as to 
whether he is mentally sound. It is noted that BtBne^, on one 
occasion, when registering a complaint with our ICnoxville 
Office, was highly abusive of the FBI and became inqoher/ent. 

- In his tirade, Stoner made reference to various 
public figures, including the* Director , 3^e President, 
the Attorney General, Senator Lister Hiii (D Alabama) 

Senator John J. Sparkman (D Alabama) and Martin’ ^ut herding. 
Stoner villified all of these men as enemies of the white 
race. The crowd gave a slight applause wh^'n each of the 
above men was mentioned with the exception of the Director. 
There was complete silence when the Director was mentioned 
by Stoner, 


5 



Memorandum to Mr, Parsons 


During the meeting there were several large 
bonfires and the Director, as well as Senator Hill, 
Senator Sparkman and Martin Luther King, was hunged in 
effigy. 


The crov/d was not impressed by Stoner's speech 
and an informant remarked that if the people had come to 
be inflamed they were disappointed. He described it as 
a boring meeting and said that the crowd seemed to cool 
off as the meeting progressed. 


Montgomery, Alabama, newspapers reported the 
meeting in a short article. Martin Luther King was the 
only one mentioned by the press as having been hanged 
in effigy. ^ ^ 


United 


Kla ns, Knights of the Ku K lux Klan of America., Inc, (UK), 

Biet I I wi th Alvin H orn. Grand Dragon. 

of Clanton Klavern. UK. I 
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 


The White House was picketed for several hours on 
the afternoon of 5/30/61 by a group which came by bus from 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and New York City, Thei^e were 
approximately 145 participants who carried placards bearing 
slogans in support of the ’’freedom riders,” There were no 
^incidents. This group was allegedly sponsored by the 
NA ZlWashington Freedom Riders Committ ee , ” 303 West,, 125-th, Street , 
New York. New York, givers -jssdgtL-Tisted among the 


participants the following organizations which are known to 
have Marxist ideologies and Communist Party connections: 
the ’’Progressive Youth Organizing Committee” and the ’’Advance,” 
Both are currently under investigation. 


With respect to the burning of the Greyhound Bus 
at Anniston, Alabama, on 5/14/61, a preliminary hearing was 
held in that city at 10:00 a.m, , 5/29/61. at the request of 
I l^en the 

hearing concluded, the U, S. Commissionei’ ordered I 

1 bound over for grand .jur y and bond was fixed at 

I I was remanded to the custody 

of the U. S. Marshal on failure to make bond. The two other 
subjects who were arrested in connection with this incident 
previously waived preliminary hearing. 


It 




noted that bond on subject 


one 


of the fcaar. subjects arrested by Bureau Agents 


Alabama , In connectio n with m 
crCimed a net wor th off 
Commissioner that 
Inquiry disclosed 


fa 


ing bond for 


was made by 
I at Anniston, 

f’ 


and ver bally stated to the U. S. 
]free of indebtedne ss. 

in the 


amount of approximately I l and the fact6 are being presented 

to the U, S. Attorney in .Birmingham relative to a possible 
Fraud Against the Government violation. The U. S. Attorney has 
previously indicated he would authorize prosecu tion if the 


Concerning the hearing dtr Montgomery for a preliminary 
injunction against various Klan groups; police officials and 
named defendants, a number of additional witnesses were heard 
on 5/30/61, Among these were reporters from various newspapers 
who testified concerning the violence in Birmingham and Anniston, 
SAC Jenkins of the Birmingham Office testified as to his 






Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 
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notification of police regarding the possibi lity of violence 
being perpetrated against the freedom riders J I 

a subject in the burning of the Greyhound Bus, refused to 
testify on the basis of the Fifth ihnendment. He was then held 
in contempt of court and released on his own recognizance. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


UNITED 


Mem 


Mr. BQsefe\i 


FROM : 



date: 5/26/61 



Tolson 

Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

z°::^ 

hlC Tnvgl 

b7D Trotte^^!L_ 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele, Room 

Ingram ....... 

Gandy 


subject: FREEBUS 


Mr. John Murphy, Civil Rights Division 'of the 
Department, called and advised that he had iust received a 
long distance c all from l 

I Mississippi, telephone "nimUer 

informed him inat lie was aT the Trailways bus -terminal on 
V/ednesday, May^ 24, 1961, when the first bus load of freedom 
riders arrived at the bus terminal and he was an eyewitness 
to the events which followed in the terminal. 


Mr. Mu rphy stated that he would like the Bureau to 
interview ! as soon as possible. 


Mr. Murphy advised that 


is employed at ' the 


Mississippi, telephone numb^ 

also may be contacted this afternoon at 
in Jackson where he is I 


He stated that he 


Mr. Murphy stated that he will confirm his request 
by memorandum. 

ACTION: 


ASAC Sylvester at Jackson, Mississippi, was instructed 
to have the requested interview conducted and to promptly 
advise the Bureau of the results. 


1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLQach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
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f OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVElH^: 

Memorandun 


UNITED STATES GOVEmI^ENT 


FROM 


Mr . Rosen 



date: 5/28/61 



Tolson 

Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Tavel 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

‘ Ingram 

Gandy 


subject: freedom RIDE 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
MAY 27-28, 1961 
CIVIL RIGHTS 

FREEDOM RIDE 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA - 
MAY 28, 1961 / 

CIVIL RIGHTS 


- JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


- JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


The following Bureau officials were orally furnished 
a summary of current developments in connection with the freedom 
riders at the times indicated: 

Mr. Parsons - 10:33 a.m. , 5/28/61 

Mr. C. A. Evans - 10:38 a.m., 5/28/61 

With reference to the group of nine Negro -students 
who were arrested by the Jackson Police Department this morning 
at 5: 30 a.m., CST, (7:30 a.m. Washington time), they were advised 
that court will not be in session today and the students have 
been scheduled for trial at 4:00 p.m. , 5/29/61. All of the students 
may post $500 appearance bond but there is no indication that any 
will try to do so. 

They were further advised that another group of freedom 
riders consisting of two whites and six Negroes departed from 
Montgomery, Alabama, at 7:22 a.m., CST, (9:22 a.m. Washington 
time) this morning en route to Jackson, Mississippi. This group 
is scheduled to arrive in Jackson at 1:15 p.m., CST, (3:15 p.m. 
Washington time). According to information received from a 
member of the Freedom Riders Committee in Montgomery, This group 
of freedom riders does not plan to test facilities at interim 
stops between Montgomery and Jackson, but will definitely tej/^ / 
such facilities upon their arrival in Jackson. wS, 


.* They were further advised that the Jackson Police 
Department has stated that if freedom riders violate state laws, 
they will be arrested. 


JGK:dsj 




nEi^9 


IE JUN I 1961 


^ V 11 







I 






F. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF IK’/EiiTIGATION 
U. S. DEPABTOBa OF JUSTICE 

COMWlUNIMQNS/SECBOrT 


A 

a? 
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I 






v& JSj 


gent 
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-61 1-0 2PM JB 




3^& H”oIsosi 

Ti'?, Parsrt tig 

Mr, Mohr. I 

Mr. BelmonI , 

Mr. Ca!lal)aa__ 

Mr. Conr3d._ 

Mr. 

Mr, 

Mr, 

Mr. Trotter.„_..J 
Mr. Y/.G.SuIlivaa 
2'ele. Eoohi_ 

Mr. Ing?ram„ 
f Miss Gandy_ 



UR 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S NEW ORLEANS ANS MOBILE 
FROM SAe^:?2gS^, MEMPHIS /1 57-1 AO/ 2P 
FREEBUS. RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE- MAY TWENTYSEVEN LAST ADVISING 
TEN NEGRO STUDENTS LEFT NASHVILLE, TENN., FIVE FIFTEEN, MAY 
TWENTYSEVEN, ENROUTE JACKSON, MISS. TO JOIN FREEDOM RIDER GROUP 

f 

IN JACKSON. /ACCORDING TO INFO Ji^l^E^SED TO PRESS IN NASHVILLE 
BY SPOKEMAN FOR FREEDOM RIDERS, NINE RIDERS BOARDED GREYHOUND 
BUS, FIVE FIFTEEN, MAY TWENTY SEVEN, ENROUTE JACKSON VIA MEMPHIS, 

OKLAH^^A CITY., 
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TENN. RIDERS IDENTIFIED AS 


TXner. 







NASHV ILLE . \ 

CHATTANOOGA, TENNJ 


MASON, TENN., XT^JUl. 

.NASHVILLE.,, 


BOLIVAR, TENN. 






'‘^ffeMfKSHAM.'j 


CINCINNATI, 


. »*' “ S 

B I' 

I PIEDMONT ./ STATE NOT 



PHOTOGRAPHED‘''BY LOCAL PRESS AND TV REPRESE 
USEdWiTE RESTROOMS AND WHITE 

DISTURBANCE WHATSOEVER AND NO UNUNUAL GATHERING OF PEOPLE. 


SEVERAL -THEREAFTER 

lilt 


^NO 
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PAGE TWO. 

*; SE^RAL THEREAFTER SAT DOWN IN WHITE WAITING ROOM. GREYHOUND BUS 

^-1 CSr 

NO^ FjOUR FOUR FIVE ZERO DEPARTS MEMPHIS ONE FIFTEEN AM, MAY TWENTY 
EIGHT INSTANT AND GOES NON-STOP TO JACKSON WHERE SCHEDULED 
TO ARRIVE FIVE THIRTY FIVE AM, MAY TWENTY EIGHT. WILL ADVISE OF 

•ta 

■^"further DEVELOPMENTS, 

CORRECTION TIME WAS 1-02 AM 
END AND ACK PLS. 

NO AND MO TO BE ADVISED 
3-07 AM OK FBI WA ELR 







FD-3? (Rev. lj2-13-56) 


/ 


F B I 


r^Transmit the following in 

? • - ' 

AIRTEL 


Date: 5/29/61 

PLAIN TEXT 

(Type in plain text or code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-264) 


FREEBUS * 
RACIAL MATTER 


Enclosed herewith areb eight copies of a letter- 
head memorandum which is self-explanatory. 


^ - Bureau (Enc. 8) 
1 - New Orleans 


PRA:cjk 

(4) 


. (3'2- 

Agency '^..^^•^-'"”'7 






m MAY "31 1961 




. tn * 7- 4 

^ ' 4 . 




JUM.14,1®* 


Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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UIWED STATES DEPARTMENT O 




STICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Replyt Please Refer to 
File No. 


New Orleans 12 , Louisiana 
May 29,' 1961 


RE: FREEDOM RIDERS, 1961 

On May 26, 1961, HarvejpTeasley , C hief of Polic e, 
ShrevepojA * -Louisiana , adv^ed that representatives of Porice 
^"pli^nient WSh f f * "S' Of;^<£ce, and Louisiana State Police Troop 

G met with^Mayor Clyde^^nt and discussed the handling of 
Freedom Riders shouiidi^hey come to Shreveport. He said that 
all plans are for the protection of everyone and for the pro- 
tection of all property. He said that arrests will be made 
when specific laws have been violated. They will not tolerate 
or allow outside interference such as action of Ku Klux Elan. 


Captain Teasley furnished a copy of a map showing 
bus station, nearby buildings and streets. This map indicates 
the number of officers and their station. It indicates that 
49 officers will be on assignment within a two-block area of 
bus station, in addition to detectives at the station. There 
will also be deputy sheriffs and state police officers at 
the bus station and in the area. 

To avoid outside interference, such as Ku Klux 
Klan groups, they will actually block off the bus station 
area. 
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Capta in Teasley said he had furnished D. S. Marshal 

\ a copy of the map referred to above. 

On May 26. 19 61. James M. Goslin (NA) , Chief Deputy 
Sheriff. I [ Shreveport . Louisiana, and Lieutenant 

I I Louisiana State Police, Troop G, Shreveport, 

advised that if a violation of any state law is committed by 
the Freedom Riders they plan to warn them and if they fail 
to heed the warning they will be immediately arrested. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the 
FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it 
and its coitents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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f . Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


AIRMAIL 


Date: 5/30/61 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, MIAMI (157-369) 

RE: - FREEDOM RIDE>?M 961 

RM; DAMV; CR 


Re telephone call to Bureau from ASAC RICHARD J. 
BAKER, Miami, 5/29/61. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are 8 copies of letterhead 
memorandum suitable for dissemination. 


Information set forth in letterhead furnished 
to Jacksonville and Tampa by teletype. A copy of this 
airtel and letterhead memorandum being furnished to Mobile 
in accordance with Bureau instructions. 


3 ^ Bureau (Ends. 8) (AM) 

1 - Mobile (End. 1) (Info) (AM) 

2 - Miami . 

LCP:rabs \ 

( 6 )- 




/^7sl 
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50 JUN 14 1 

Approved: 
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'In Reply fPle^e Refer. to ' 

" 157 - 369 - ’■'. 


TED STATES DEPARTMENT' OflWSTICE 


FEDERAL BjjHE'Atf, OF IN.yESTIGATiON> 

.' »4 •> /i ’. , - • k'. ’ ’i' ' r ■ 'i' V * ' ■' A 


Miami;,, " Florida , 
May 50,/ 1961 V 


• , ^ * '■•' •• ; ■ ' .‘'•' '.’ ‘ ■ t.. ■'-' ■ '■ i:,'-'- '■ 

,- I- •; .;•' .'- ‘V- ^. ■' 1-, ; • ' . , ■■ ,■' A' ‘ 

' RE:' j^reedom Ride, ’1% f " - 


■, -b6 .-b : 

^'•:b 7 C ,7 / 


; ' I B&ll&xGl^ade , "■ -r- /' ■ 

> , Florida Police' Department, .- teleDhbnicallv advised th^ . b ; 

. i ;. ; Miaini^^ Diyisidn of the - Federal of investigation, ^ 

_ ’, ■' '■',' /''he/.^T^d'; j,ust', receiyed'^infprp^ 'from - a/ bus 'ppmpaiiy,;; in".Be 1 /Le’Aff;/.;l'’r/ '■{ 

V ‘buS; -Iddd' b^^dejdc^, Riders -Were^ 

':-''\_..;f'';'''/'-B:^lfeloiade;':and/ 6 Xpected/t^ :’;Belle/.G,lade:/som^ 

'■ /';'/■/ /.//Ij^y ' 30 ,/ 19 ' 6 Iv'_ Also /that, /thi's'-^grp^^ ;c.pntjfeue/bn' to:;-, /'/r 

' : IJliaMy/Fiorlda,. with a brief stop . ih\West^^P^^ / 

"'/•’ ^ ^ ^ - Sb. "'/■■*'-'■•, ' 7 .. b-.* b'- .' 

’b ■ qt>uld 'furnish ; 

' V /^' / tiph regarding brigihatioh.^pto p’oa^/any "&rth^ f/; // , 

/'^//concei^ih^^^ .matter}-, however,'. 'hp ,wi^^ immediately ,’jc^ /. ’■' 

; the -Federal" Bureau "of .ihyestigatiPii,,iipph-.receip 
V: 'Vl.'-’ additional ihfbrmationV'/'34.;’’'^^ibhhd/:thls/;^^^ 

-/^ /. iMay' 29/':196 i«~''.:/-' ' " ■./ ///■' ■/. '■ • 

■/'/' /••*'■'''' ■ I h Cotmter- Intelligence Gortfs^^^^ 

' V-/,' '. "v ., sRogl^' 7 ,'^^iami;'' jyiiaiQi.;Assistsraf ‘.(iJhie^'^ 

//i/-.- ’/ /of- Pdlipa'Willi^ hames;,r!^st ' s/'- ■':-//'’- 

■'■' V ., /'' j/"/'; ,, ■\;'&rhished.-the,;above ihfpi^t.iPh/^^ .'^9 /;;’19'6.1,;; ./ /{////’ //,'"//, i ■'/' 'V 

/piWPERfy^W'-TIffi^raX^-vibis 

b'/^/ ■'■/'"'i/- ^ •ypy?'hy/.,fche 'FBI' 7 and‘neither -;it-.; not.dts'cbntepbstafe^^^^ b& /.,*'■/' /,-/ 

; ' / ; distrihuted outside tdie agenOy to 4 • • / 

4 ' -t , '.i i- ■'" s’*: ' \ ,'h' : b'’’ '- -'•'■■■ 7 -I';', '//• 


'a ’ C I ' 
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^gJCipNAL FORM MO. 10 f 

UNITED STAt 

iXjruiXTyurrtr 

Mr. 


TO 


FROM 






date: 5/30/ 61 


subject: freedom RIDE 1961 

Illinois Central Railroad Leaving 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 7:15 a. m. 
Scheduled to Arrive Jackson, Mississippi 
10:16 a.m. 5/30/61 
RACIAL MATTERS; CIVIL RIGHTS 


Tolson — 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone - 

Rosen 

Tavel - 

Trotter , 

W.C. Sullivan 

\ Tele. Room 

V Ingram 

Gandy 


b6 
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ASAC Sylvester telephonically advised that at 3:24 p. m, (CST) 

James L, Spencer, Municipal Court Judge, Jackson, Mississippi, found all of 
the eight freedom riders who were arrested in Jackson today guilty as charged 
under "Breach of the Peace” Section 2087. 5 of the Mississippi Code. All were 
sentenced to 60 days in jail and $200 fine with the jail sentence suspended. 


ASAC Sylvester advised that there were no incidents in connection 
with the trial and that there were no police or spectators outside the building. 

He stated that the local authorities advised the newspapers of the time of the trial, 
contrary to their original intentions, because they felt that if they did not so 
advise them the papers would think they were trying to -cover up something. He 


there was Ispec 

WsStmm 


ten newspaper reporters. 


s.:^ctators. 


[jr:// 


mjss. 


ASAC Sylvester furnished the following recapitulation of the freedom 
riders who have been arrested in Jackson. Up to the present time a total of 52 ^ 

have been arrested of which 9 are white males, 32 are Negro males and 11 are 
Negro females. There have been no white females arrested. He said that of j r\A 
those arrested 8 have been released on bond; one of these is a white male, four / Ul/ 
are Negro males and three are Negro females. A total of 44 remain in custody' 
ten of which are in the city jail and 34 in the county jail. 
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t-EUfcRAL BUREAU OF IClv'ESlIGAHON 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION^ 

MAY 311861 

rrEUETYPE 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Mohr 

; Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoa^ 

Ml’. Evan» 

.1^. Mal(me_ — 

Mr. Trotter. 

Mr. W.G.Sullivan 

f Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 


URGENJ/5-31-61 4-lOPM CST BC 
TP^IRECTOR FBI ^ 


^DIRECTOR FBI 

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-264 2P 

FREEBUS, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, RM, DAMV, CR. MEDGA^TVERS, FIELD 
_SEC RETAR Y» N.AA.CP, FOR M|S SISSlPgI y JACKSON^ MIS^SSIPPI, ADVISED 
TODAY RECEIVED WIRE FROM NAACP HEADOUARTERS IN NEW YORK ADVISING 
THAT THE FLORIDA STATE CONFERENCE OF NAACP HAS LEAD IN CALLING 
ALL BRANCHES OF THE NAACP TO SEEK UNSEGREGATED SERVICE IN TRAVEL 
TERMINALS AND RIDE UP FRONT IN BUSES AND USE AIR LINE TERMINALS 
ON UNSEGREGAATED BASIS. ALSO THAT NAACP URGES NEGROES TO USE 
FACILITIES ON UNSEGREGATED BASIS IN NORMAL COURSE OF TRAVEL. 
EVERS STATED NAACP DEFINITELY INTENDS TO PUSH THE USE OF THE _ 






BEACHES BY NEGROES THIS SUMMER ON THE MISS 


Ut>M IML UbJt Gl- ^ 

l^^IPPI GULF COAST. _:=;| 


UNDERSTANDS THAT LETTERS HAVE GONE OUT TO MR. BURKE MARgAJ^ ^ 

CR DIVISION, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, FROM HEADQUAR TERS. OF ^ 


END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

NAACP IN NEW YORK RE THIS MATTER BUT NO PUBLICITY HAS YET BEEN 
GIVEN SAME. EVERS SAID THAT ALTHOUGH THE NAACP WOULD URGE THE 
USE OF THESE BEACHES BY NEGROES, IT WAS HOPED THERE WOULD BE NO 
REPETITION OF INCIDENTS THAT HAPPENED THERE LAST YEAR. THE ABOVE 
IS FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES. MIAMI, JACKSONVILLE, 
MEMEPHIS, MOBILE, TAMPA AND NEW YORK DIVISIONS ADVISED BY AIR 
MAILMXXX MAIL. 

END AND ACK PLS 
6-U PM OK FBI WA WC 
TU DISC 
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. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTWE 

^raNlCATIONS SECTION. , 
MAY 3 11961 //tx 
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5-31-51 
DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 


1-kZ PM CST LM 


Mr. ParsoUB- 
Mr. Mohr_ 

Ms. Belmont- 
Mr. Callahan- 
Ms. Conrad— 

1 Mr. DeLoach. 

I Mr. Evans. 

i 

air. Tavel 
Mr. Trotter™. 

Mr. W.C.SnlHvan j 
5, Tele. Room™ 

Mr. Ingram.. 

■Miss Gatt^- 





2P 


/157-254/ 

FREEBUS. RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL TO ATLANTA. 

tkCKSON, MISS., ADVISED TODAY HE 
ICORE PRECINCT WORKER, ATLANTA, 




CORE, 

WAS INFORMED BY 



GEORGIA, ATLANTA TELEPHONE NUMBER SIX EIGHT EIGHT DASH ZERO THREE 
THREE ONE, THAT IT IS EXPECTED ANOTHER GROUP OF FREEDOM RIDERS 
MAY DEPART ATLANTA EARLY A. M. JUNE ONE, SIXTYONE, DESTINED FOR 
JACKSON, MISS. EXPECTED ARRIVAL TIME FOUR TO NINE P. M., SAME DATE. 
ATLANTA FIELD DIVISION ADVISED 


BUT DOES NOT HAVE NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED. 


CONFIRMED GROUP FORMING 
EXPECTS TO 


/f 

i/ 




HAVE THEM MORNING OF JUNE ONE, SIXTYONE, AND WILL FURNISH SAME TO 


ATLANTA OFFICE WHICH IN TURN HAS ADVISED TH 
TITIES TO NEW ORLEANS DIVISION, 


FURNISH IDEN- 



EIGHT IN GROUP, DOES NOT KNOW MEANS OF Tk"toteut^^^L’IEVE| 


BY GREYHOUND BUS, 


STATED STARTING ^,tEYlING OF JUNE ONE, 
SIXTYONE, ALL FREEDOM RIDERS WILL BE RUN FRO M NASHVILLE, TENN, , 
END PAGE ONE 


'!/X> 
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PAGE TWO 
AND THAT 


IS RETURNING FROM ATLANTA TO NASHVILLE AND 
WILL BE AVAILABLE AT TELEPHONE CHAPPELL TWO SIX SEVEN ZERO ONE. 
ATLANTA ADVISEdI 


WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND THAT 


INDICATED GROUP AT NASHVILLE IS NONVIOLENT MOVEMENT SPONSORED BY 
THE NASHVILLE CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COUNCIL. BUREAU WILL BE 
KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. ATLANTA AND MEMPHIS SENT AIRMAIL 
COPIES. 

END AND ACK PLS 

WA 9-A6 PM OK FBI WA RAM 

TU DISC 


I^OseH. 
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URGElsPr^ 5-31-$l 5-4^1 PM CST J¥B 



Mr. .Tolsoi) — . — 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr, Mohr.__.-~- 
Mr. Belmont — — 
Mr. Callahan ,. 
Mr. Conrad .. 
Mr. DeLoach 
Mr, Evans- 
, MAMaline.^, 

Mr. Trotter . ... 
Mr. W-G-SulUvan 
Tele. Eoom~.~ 
Mr. Ingram — 
Miss Gandy„ 



^ DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S NEW ORLEANS, BIRMINGHAM AND MOBILEr 
EROM. SAC, MEMPHIS /1 57-140/ 
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' FREEBUS,) RACIAL MATTERS, 


NSNVM, ADVISED SA 


] TODAY THAT GROUP ORIGINALLY HAD NINE STUDENTS TENTATIVELY 


SCHEDULED TO MAKE FREEDOM RIDE TO JACKSON, MISS, ON JUNE ONE NEXT, 
NSNVM HELD QUOT€''wORKSHOP'’WuD3S ON NIGHT OF MAY THIRTY LAST TO 
TRAIN THESE RIDERS, TODAY, HOWEVER, FIVE OF THE NINE DECIDED NOT 
TO MAKE THE TRIP, FOUR ARE STILL SCHEDULED TO GO BUT NSNVM IS NOW 
DEBATING AS TO WHETHER IT WOULD BE WISE TO SEND ONLY THE FOUR 
INASMUCH AS ALL OF THEM ARE INEXPERIENCED IN THE WORKINGS OF THE NVM. 
STATES POSSIBILITY EXISTS THAT THEY WILL NOT SEND ANOTHER 


GROUP FROM NASHVILLE, HE ADVISES THAT IF GROUP IS SENT HE WILL 


FURNISH PARTICULARS AS TO IDENTITIES, ITINERY AND SCHEDULE, HE /:>/ 

/«■’ 

ALSO STATED THAT NSNVM IS NOT AWARE OF WHETHER OR NOT GROUPS ARE ^ 


BEING SENT TO JACKSON FROM OTHER CITIES. INVESTIGATION CONTINUING, 
OTHER 

END AND ACK PLS 

"" 1961 


OFFICES ADVISED . i2 ^ f T' '' 

_ . .... _ .. &.*D« t-Sk-l!-: " i 


// ^ 


AND HOLD 
7-48 PM OK FBI WA RAM HOLDING^^ 

56 JUNl4lli 
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F&BERAL BUREAU OF lOTESTlGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION/ 

MAY 31 19OTi^ 

tTECETTsne 



« 



Mr. Parsons- 

Mr. Mohr. 

Mr. Belmont— 
Mr. Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad,- 
Mr. DeLoach- 



c 




URGE^^T 


en_ 
TaveL. 


Mr. Trotter 

Mr. 'W'.C.Stillivan 

Tele. Eoonj 

Mr. Ingram 

•Big?.,.- 


5-31-61 


1-01 PM CST 


LH 


^yfO DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC ALBANY 
FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-264 


b6 

b7C 


1- P 


FREEBUS, RM. NEWSPAPER REPORTER ADVISED JACKSON RESIDENT AGENT 
THIS DATE THAT QUeTE'toRNELL COMMITTEE AGAINST SEGREGATION "^WifOTE- 


PLANNING SOUTHERN TRIP NEXT WEEK TO AID IN INTEGRATION MOVEMENT, 


"7T 


AGE“-NINETEEN, 


SPOKESMAN FOR GROUP ALLEGED TO BE| 

STUDENT CORNELL UNIVERSITY, WHO HAS REPORTEDLY STATED THAT GROUP 
HAS BEEN TAKING INSTRUCTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF CORE, ALBANY WILL 


AUf 


CONTACT SOURCES FOR ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION RE PLANNED TRIP, 

INCLUDING ITINERARY, NAMES OF PARTICIPANTS, MEANS OF TRANSPORTATION^/^ 

y/' A 

ETC., SO THAT ALL INTERESTED OFFICES MAY BE ADVISED. j/ 

f „ , 

END 


WA 3-04 PM OK FBI WA JDS 
AL OK FBI AL 

WEB 

TU Dies 
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Ofiice of Origin 

NEW ORLEANS 


Dote Investigative Period 

6 / 1/61 5/28 - 6 / 1/61 


TITLE OF CASE 


/ FREEDOM RIDE/ 1961 
fy Greyhound Bus #4450 from 
fi Nashville, Tennessee to Jackson, 
W Mississippi, 5:15 PM, 5/27/61 to 
/| |5 :37 AM, 5/28/61 



CHAEACTER OF CASE 


RM; CR 


REFERENCES 

New Orleans teletype to Director entitled, "FREEDOM RIDERS, 1961, 
RM, DAMV, CR^” 5/29/61 (NO File 157-264) » 

/ ' ^ * * ' ■ ■' / - P - ■ 

■ ''leads- ' ‘ ^ " '' ■ 

NEW. ORLEANS DIVISION • 

AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 

1. Y/ill follow and report disposition, 

2,. Will report results of photographing at scene of 
arrests. • . , 


Special Agent 
.In Charge 


Copies^j^de: , 
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NO 157:-279 
DETAILS: 


TRAVEL NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 
TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


. Investigation is predicated on information furnished 
the New Orleans Off ice by Memphis . on, May 27 , 1961 , advising 
information had been received that a group of nine Negro 
students had purchased Greyhound Bus Tickets to Jackspn, 
Mississippi, at Nashyillp, Tennessee, , on: May .27, ; 1961, and ^ 
planned to test segregated facilities at ■ ja<:^sonV Information 
was. furnished that this group would arrive at Memphis, .^ennesee, 
at 10:45 PM, May 27, ^1961, and would probably depart Memphis 
at 1:30 AM, May 28, 1961, arriving at Jackson at 5:30 AM, the 
same date. 


AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


On receipt of the. above inf ormat ion, the Jackson ^ 
Police Department, , the Mississippi Highway Datfdl at Jackson, 7 
and Sheriff J,« ROBERT GILFOY were advised of the, above informa- 
■ tion.'. ' ■ . . ; ; . ^ 


. iater, ASAC CLI FF HALTER, of the M emphis Divisio^^ 
telephonically" advised SA l I that the f ollowing 


individuals were aboard the Greyhound Bus which left Nashville 
at 5tl5 PM,' May 27, 1961,‘ all of, M Negroes and • students 
at Tennessee TA & I State University, Nashville; ; Tennessee 


Nashville , Tennessee 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Mason, .^Tennessee 
Chattanpdga,^^^ 

NashvlTle ,ZTenhessee 
Bolivar , . Tennessee.. 


"Bir^n gha m , ^Alabama 


Cincinn^ 1, .Ohio,. . 
Piedmont , Alabama 
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NO 157^279 




On May\28, 196l j iihe Memphis Division, advised j 
that the above group arrived at Memphis, Tennessee, at V; , 
approximately 10:45 PM ^ May 27, 1961, and, due td advance 
publicity, upon /arrival; were photographed by local press 
and TV representatives Several thereafter used the white ' 
rest, rooms, and white restaurant without incident ; Th^ 
was no disturbance - whatsoever at Memphis and , no ^ unuSua 1 ; ‘ ^ 

• 'gathering of people •. Several thereafter Sat down in 'the . 
white waiting room* Greyhound Bus ' .445^ with the, above in^;. 
diyiduals. aboard) /departed Memphis at . 1 : -BCr^AM,,/ May .28., 1961', 

en\rpute to .JackSon>t.'^. 



ARRIVAL JACKSON. AND ARRESTS / ^ ^ 
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Date 


Greyhound Bus #^450 arrived- at tho Greyhound 
Bus Terminal, 219 North Lamar Street, • Jackson, Mississi£>p.i, 
at 5:26 AlU: Sunday, Mhy 28 ^ - 1961, 

arrival of the bus,* three uniformed police Officers hhd ; ; 
about, dis detective's were observed on. ilie platform. , ' 

There uere approximately twelve newsmen present;' mpstr! '^ / 
of whom carried camera eiiuipment. These men gathered ; , 
around the door of the hds as the passengers got off * 


; who wore a I 

subsediientlv identified as I 
Illinois, He was followed by a ' ypi 


s a you ng: Kegro male, 

\ ' He > was ' . ^ 

Pegro girl weari^'^"^ 


. " » . ■> While the^,^^^^ uniformed . ; 

police kept access to 'both the' colored waiting room, and 
the white waiting room open i The entrance to the* colored V 
waiting rdoiat wa^ directly in front .Of the ^ . t ‘ 
entrance to, the white waiting, room. yMs located ’ to the : 
right of the bus at' a somewhat. ’’greater distance from ■ , j • . 

■ '-the, hukV ■ ‘ ..v' r ^ ^ 

six Negroes ’Were ;pbserved/s^^ they- entered-. „ \ 

, the white waiting room, while>tke hus" contihited tOi^’ . ; ; ;; 

unload, ' ^ ■* ' v ' ' ’ ,'•/ -V' 

• . Three addit ional ‘Negroes eh^ 

waiting' room* '.a short time/thereafter.,.- ' f.r*'-' 

: ■ Captai nI I jagskson gblice Department, 

who stood in the white' waiting .room, adviWd these Negroes 
to move, on, , on two different pccasions,, indicating v/ith , 
his hand that they, shohld leaye the station, by way of = 
the first door. They did not leave the station and were 
, ’ placed under arrest by Captain i \ " : .* ; ; ; . 

. ■ ” " -At , the* 'time of .>cheir- 'arrest;;' the; first .group’ 
of six Negroes to leave the bus whs standing to one side 
■ ' with police- off icere,-" *' , 1. ’• v ' ' 






5/2,8/61 : \Jackson, -'.Mississippi- .*p-. |y •, -■ ■1,5^-279 i,v '„ 
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, ’ ■ , ';^p '^orce v;as '.pbsetvi^idj no handcuSifj? ; '• ,:•’ - 

' . •’.-■■'wpire ; tised .^ii ilie.''^X;p.o^ts , oboerved ''were' 'i^de Quietly '*' ' 

last .arrests-/ . 

' th(^'''pplice,.'pat:rol', 

. %agon; which t?as p^hed i,h ireht of the st^tioia \7ithpiit / . 

■■"' offering r^esidtaac^w . V”-"'- '•'•%•* ' 'r- . 
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Wr 

n... S/^8/61, 


; . 'follot7ins- v;a0' ofeseyyed. Sit; 

\ Bus. JCo3?:tfe ^X^sirvS^ , ■,,,-' 

<?FeyIiptta4 Bus #^4^0 s-&ppi^a,4^ at 
passsugpr at i'hp tei’itiaal au4 a:£t0r tJi© 4oaa?s 

were , Ppenea the passengprs! to Q.ft^ tb.O'Ms; BisfOfctJly 

la tvoat of tap Bus ^as a to^o .plgaV *’0alpao^ Itaiting Booa,’* 
oypr oatrauce dooys thoaP* jDlreotly to tfe algat ot the : 

Bus was a la3?ge sign over iBe eiitraace'dooasi ^White traitlag ' . 

^ -Bopa*** \ ' ; -. ^ -'■;... ^ • ’ - ■'-. , •, >, ■'.■'■• 

- ' " ' ! ' ' ' *■ ' ' » " ■ ' •••.“■•' ' ' ^ ^ ‘ 

:.'■" '^' '’the 'first; passehgei’/'.igroa 'the Bus "'that ehterod"the.,- 
'■■• white ■t7aitl»g-fpoa was. a:t/hltefMdje ter she eutere'ii this'^"- 
■rooai sis ae^oesj' four pales ^ paW two fepaleS'walhe4> iat'o,." , ' . 
the white 'waitiag.room ’and stsW^’ the 'ohairs. arranged- at' ' ;■! ■ 

the right ' side, of' the waitingf.^om faci aa 'Horth Bassa r- '^treet.i'-' ■ '* 
As the groan stood theroi JPolide jOfficer l I in the 

. , uaifom of the ^achsoui .Mississippi j ;',-Follo'e Bepartseat.., 'spohe: 

- to the group giving the cosmaad> ^*Vpu must move on; fhe . 

group was silent and. did, not move^ Officer ! I then ■feoeated - 
' the Oosnandj ;-”Vou.' past 'pove .on #,’»':.aad the-.' 'grouW regained ■ 

-•r. /Silent .and-'-did not pQve-« /ehief 'of ;,BeteetiveS idiABV B;« PfSEClr.. ■.‘' 

, ■^aokson#- Mississippi# Boiioe.Bepartsent 5 - was standing there. . . 
during this time and on his command of f ice rl I told the / 

-. '• 'group they were imder .arrest/ ' ’ .- / 'o,'’-,- '. -' .’ 

- ■- ' ' '' Just' as ■ these ; siK were"' Being placed- under arrest-/ 
three, other Begroes walhed into the white .waiting room and V 
stood in.afeout the middle of the room o nly a few feet from 
the other;’ group# ht that time,. Off icef f _ I gave the command " ; 

■'. ’'-to these three i- ;”fou must mo ve on/ ** and the itree remained • .’■' 

: standing , and silent# C?f .f ioer p l agUin gave: the orders ’’You 
must move,- .on#''” 'fhe thfee' reaained’.^ilent and',did:''not;-move# - - 
'■ ■ then# ’onrthe order- of Chief 'df..^Betec.tives'P|BECE^l_^J;dld . . 

■ these three: they’, wore under- 'arrest, and they moved to-.'v/horo • 

tho' first 'group' was .standing* 'V-'"/'-'''''.’ ' 

:. .^ere- were present -in' the whitel waiting -rdomy in 

'^additioU.to ‘the. -Hegrpes at this time# ' " approximately 30 or ; 

Sg other persons/ sis people at; .the lunch counter , " ahout 12 
- '■ indivldUais-;'that,appeared';t.O'henewspapermeii,''Some having:camers' 

., .©duipmoni'/ ahout 6, uniformed 'policemen and 5' of 6 detectives ■ 



\i. 







^ 


On 


!S/ 2 y/St ' .. . .Ja - chsoaV. Mis.sisSippi ' 


File 355^^ 
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<n n,?7 ■ Date HietnteH 
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of tlie ’Jadlsson,^ Police Pepasrtmen^ ,, t&e SSierifi 

of Hinds County y GILPOY,^ a^^ Colonel i?, jg. BlBDlSCS^G, 

Mississippi HigitVijay Safety Patrol, * ^ 1 

\, . ^ of the Jac&SoUj^ M 

. jpplaoe' Bepartmen^ under the command of Ch ief- of ' 

tist^OtfveB PIBRGE, of, that depi^tmeat. At the time 

Of arrest of -the Hegroes^ no handcuffs Were nsed and the 
. off icetst wore hot seen to touch those arrested, f he officer O' 
_ present appohred ^to have ' no eauipment omer -thah usual ; 

" sidearmsi\; . „■ . '.• j V ; 1' 

ihe arrested individuals .then directed: by ^ " 

i£our or five police officers walhed through the front door 

V of the bus/ station to Street and ehtered the 

ja^son,, Mississippi , Police f^patiment-^ patrol wagon,; :^hich 
^0 par^ed there. The wagon ;was then driven Off by police 

-officers.;'’^'"' >; ‘ 'V v: 

V ’ ,'it’lS estimated’ that 'about"' ten ''jainutes passOd '''■ '' 

from the time the-Megroes entered, the white waiting room 
until they left in the patrol wagon. . 



at the above 
at the; time. 


The wait ress r in charge of >the lunch . counter 


.'was; 


I d’aohs.on^ MiSSissippiV who had ao assistants ; 
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5/2S/63. 


, SolXbwing eyen'^s were Observed at tb© 
(xTeyhouad Bus, Depot, 210 Hbrtb l^ar street, Jacks.oii, 
v\ Mississippi r . ./ .■ 

, ^iLere\7©re'’seye»' unilbrmed‘'iraeKson''ijb’i^ - 
meu iu iroat o£ the depot duria^ the lilteen^-iftihute period, 

■ ..from .5:15' 5;;-3.0 \;%o poliee '.dogs.' were 'observed •• ' ' ■ 

ia* arda’i . .... ‘ „ '■ •' '• * * 

;There was, no,erowd:^fo£-.'SpectatorS'''ih’-t,he ’hr^d 
aad'traffie‘lh-’the ‘area, was. very> light,' 'both jydiiibdl ■ 

^ aad pedestriaa-4 ■ -.Bus' #4450. ar'riyed ht 'add;' drove ■' , 

-to the rear '.of the depot i'’.’]At,.' this,' time, '’there w^S'.'ktill : 

hO crowd oh the streets apd no crowd at' th^^ At 

- 5^31 AM, the f irst rider entered the police patrol- wagQh- 


immediately after the departure; of the police patrol ‘ 
Wagon* ^ At 5:40 AM, the area; entirely clear of police 
and aewsmeai diu?ing this elapsed per iodj- adHiheideats 

' were observedr The esact atai^e.r* •of people arrested; doald , 
V not he determined,' due to the fact that the' photographers 
blocfeed the,. 'View to the rear of ' the paddy wagoh.i The 
" police Were not even required to ask anyone to keep moving, 
as only casual interest was displayed by any passer sby* . 
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l*Jb.e following Tresre laade ow ^,,'^be nbriiing 

of 28j 196i.,; 3;t‘. SE^pi’OXiabtfei^ ,5r30. ah, at; ihb 
Bus ■ 219' jiprtii' ■StS’eet-,. . JacSison,. • . 

■by the.. belbv/^aa^l4edV Special ' 

Appx’oximately tbirty-ffv<a persons were otisorycd in : ' 

■ the. .'White ■, .WC’it-ihg-' Bcom ‘ of; thc^Vsthtiop .* 'Abbnt ' ohe.'‘, •’of' 

thbee p^v^ons weve oby^iousiy nev/spaperffien-*’ About sis uni- 
forai>ed officers of the iJabhsba,; JIississi|>pi^ Pofice ^Department - 
v(ev& nbted' and aboiit‘ th^/ sa^O 'Ui^ber ofi plainj-.clothes detectives 
^of -thCi-jl^ChSon police- Wo re’ there* 'inciu ding\'caii.ei of; Ifetectives- 
■M: b ' PlDKCB nnd.cap^^^ ~| ^ey'eral; ^inds , ;. 

Debuty dhetiffs' and Sheriff. BOB, GILFOIf wero also in the 
waiting :^iboia:i, ' nbt' participate.'/ih ' 

any in^nel^ in the arrests - descr ibed , . , ' 

$i 2 s. Begroes standing .in a group were bbs.eyycd standings 

near: the. Seats bf ' the watting room t ' Captainj | 

Jachson.^. Mississippi? police Department ? addressed the group ; 
in words to the effe'et ^ that: they must; move on, point^^ ■ 

the exit to hsuiaar Btveeti "IJh refused to move, . . , 

I l asain told them that they must move on> ; 


Boon ;^ignal, atvthat point, from Ohlef of |fetectiyes - 
B - PlSRGE J f inf ormed the group they were" mdex arrest* 

Thbre was no, personal contact, made between any pOlioe officer 
and any member of the group which could be seen*- The group, 

In an orderly fashion, proceeded through the waiting room 
escorted by police to the Damar Street entrance to the White 
Waiting Room* The group was observed entering a police wagon 
which was parlsed outside, the bus Station* f ,A. ndmber of rer. 
porters surrounded the wagon as the Riders .filed into the ; 
rear of the vehicle and there was no physical contact noted 
between police Officers and. the Riders handcuffs were, . 

visible on the hands of the Riders and the only eqwipm©nt . 

carried by the .police were .normal sidearms, ' \ . 

It is noted that hemar 'Street was obses^ved no. 

signs of police dogs were noted.* . ; 

■ Shortly after the'group of riders had entered the 
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vehicle out^itde the ' station, a second 
Hie^ dnto -the-- 'vehicle..- '-’.'o 


Mders 


. Activity ndted l>y B^ l [ both in tiie li^ite 

V/aiting JBoom and in the. street outside the tfaiting ;coom traS 
/.^entirely'\;Orderly. andAswi'tt^’f^ V - ■ v'-’ ‘77’ ' ’ V- •" 
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• ^ ' ; Chle£' of B,-. j^IETO^. >olic© 

iJOcIs&osij^. ,t&o followiojj'T/or0='£wrrosijod'.iit ■■ 

ti£0 Ore^boim^ Bue Sta-^ioai BOB Bloc&r Korth BtJpeet* ' 

^acljaoaj,. UiEslsgippi, 'af '5:30 ]P|I?B<3S3' '' ■ 

advlBod xopor.^ £ 03 * ai l, -of' '^h.^ riayf g'a ina aa^aiS ■- 

■o!iO'i?o f&e'arj?osti»s ,offiees‘\as,;C^»tsaid .©£ the ; ■ ' ' 

Jao^fioa |»dX:to ,Bsipss;t£ioat.,, ilmi/aXl- ' 

,t7G3?o chaj?g 0 -d witli:i3ffoacli ,0t i^saco. ■ E© advisoa ij'lmt'foay' -‘ 
dotdcfives and ton dnlfomod offiee^B participated ia tiic 
arrOBt. ^oXli^ints iB a. list Cf tfto^'PG3?Boa@ arroBtod? 

— ' ^ ^ 1 - . "-■■■- ;v ' '•" 

_ , I :EaBli%i3.1 o-L., tgoaaBB'BQd' ^ ©tud 

b rown OF®®^ l^^ 6 wn-ti«aapiajfiloni ^ 


tud@at» ^HonnoBBoe 
Eogro,- :Ba3.c' j 
OF®®.# 'MaoS: isd^2»l©®loajr '• ‘‘ 
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— ysTT-. JBi|TOingham, Mnh&mir J3Q m\ Ueff ergon 

County t/aia^foasi^ i. student ;'‘!Tennessoe aeesyo« fem^e f I - 


browa oompleKion, b'iadif liadbr, br,oT/n Oyes, 


eyesy Eotbor { 


N ashv lliOV Tennessee, born 
>tud^tT^Tennessee«^A£^i:^^ 

. - 'f;* *1 -i 


■County > Tennessee . 

1, brown coiBPlOxiOnv bldck haisr, blj^ck 
[gatboy «i| 


Aiil 


1 


ff asnvii±e, ' Toanesseei 
j student , .” ' tenneSs^ 


eyes, Mother M 


En»^m“Sop^£ £ii;rSro™ 


gather -1 


. , . glEHCB advised that afte^ the arrest of the above 

individuals they T/ere transported to Police Headquarters where 
they were boohed and placed in the City Jail,' 
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■■V'. 


Dote' ■ 


j5/3i/61 






■ . v/Ghief 'pf -B@, 1 fcectiyes Jack'^pa ' 

.Police Jfepartmentj 'on l^y 28> 1361 ^ advised ;’tkere 
be no riupicipal 'Gottrt keld today :%oty Fveedoi£Mi<i^^^S- --'- 
' arrested Srom iGreybouad Bus #4450., Court tentatively ; ■ 

"Set for 4? 00 PM, . May 23, • 1061, fcdt eiibrts being 'made . 
hays it heldi; earlier j at 3i;p^^ Chief PIERCE advised 
this group will -be charged the same as previoiis 'groups, 

Those 'arrested- wilt ha:ve '6ppor tuttity oi; release" ' , 
V on $500 appearance :boad thii^ date, May, 28^^^ but > at \ 

■■ ipreseh't.^' there is no indicat ion/ they' will>" ' 

^ ! These iatest, td?rests yferl^ 

policemen on dutvw than cbiSf ^PI and Captaine| 


. ' , ; , . , There' was a. Small number of Beputy Sheriffs avail" 

■■■, '’able in^.the/area-\and .at the/Statidh', / ; -•/' r' 


,■ /b6 
//b7c’ 


r. . '<f , 




' -*'V '^V'^ 














. -*I**.-V * ... ' • , * > . 


./ 


Q^' ' / ' 6 / 2 ‘ 6 /? 6 ’i‘V Jackson,' liissiSsippiV ■.! . ' ' ;‘>,ri' 5 . 7'^279 -' ' '' 

ASAdhlGSEPBF SYIA^STBB. lR,/eah‘ - 5/28/61 ■ - ; : . 


‘This dbcuznent contains neither recommendations nor/conaiusidna^of ,the ‘FBI- It Is^the propert;y of the FBI:/<dnd is‘ loaned to' 
your agpncy; it and<,its dontents are-not. t.o be distributed ovitsiae your ag4nay,. ' ' 7 , ' ,• ' /,. ' , 

/■ ' ■ V ' ' .'' ' *• fj.'./' ■••' •' ' .* ' ' '/ >'■ '- <i’Ts" ' ' ' ' '■ 


Kv 






; . ; iyACK A, TRAV IS f--. ‘ J R^ ’ V City . At to rney . j advised 

' : 1961, '.Captaid . ^ -.^..iyackson' P^llc^: 

■.; Department; appeared --bef dr .^S]?ENCEEV ,, 

Justice di the City of Jaclksoii had, BsfQfflcip Justice. • '; . 

■ ■’■:.o£ the peace of Jacksdii, aiid signd^ nine separate affidayits^^^^^^ 

' charging the eight individual Pfeed^ Eiders did,> on. or v / , f 

about. I3ay 28,‘ 1961^ in theV; cor^oi'ate lihits;. pf ' jachspn, • , . < 

r pirst! Judicial District Of Hinds ;County, Mississippi,, ; V 
. , 't7ith intent, to provoise a breach .of the peace, did then . . - V 

V > ;r and there Uilfuily and unlawfully edn^egate, T/ith; dthera^ ! ^ 

' / in\df^'.arQUnd.the Greyhdund Dus,;.i)epdt>. '200/blpcfe, North;.- - ^ ’.;.v 

. • -/ ■ ' ■,*■ ;I^to'ar '.Street^ ; Jachsdh', IfisSissippi.#; a; place ;--df ..business v 

■ .engaged in .selling dr "serving- 'iaembers of ;the;pUblic .dii- ;r 

’ , yiplatibh of Section 2087 ♦5, Mississippi. /Code , of; 1942 ,/ , V ' / * ; . / 

/; / //-Annotated,/; as /amendedy "and; did then\and 'therO' fai'i/or ’/ • '■ 

/ \ refuse to disperse ajaifli^ove dU^v^ to do so ■ / ^ 

‘ ' by affiant (Captain i a lay/ enforcegieht 6tt±6e^::9£ y.- ,--7 ' / ■ 

; thd city of Jachson, : Mississippi^ a laUnicipality, ; contrary ^ / / / ■ 

' i / to the laws ' and ordinances Ih Such cases laade apd provided,' * // 

■ '/ -; / .• and against the peace and dignity/ Of the ■State of , MiSsisSipP'i/* . 

• . » ' ’ . ’ ' I’- • . -I J i* • * ,1' ' ■ l-VV .. * * • •' “ • -<11. _ ' 






‘ This document contafes neither recommendations nor co.ncluslons of tlie F'BI. 
- your agency;' it and its'cbnlehts;gre hot to be distributed oufside your agency 



It ls.the property .of the FBI 'and^is loaned to. 









i 










l> /T^ iS'.the content of Mis^ Code 

■S^tloix/2037;5:^:^':,.^: - ;•''- V ^ vrr:,V 

^ ^ ^‘DisOTd^rly’ conduct f ‘ when 


■' :vVfi or ' ^ngregate^"-#ith;: ot 

’ . f V ■■ .; shoi^ protecting \sir /6i? st^ttctdresj dr a 'J>ubli 6 Streep' or ’ - V 

^ iiP9n‘>i-pUl^ic >ld^aik, :^^ any dthet > j ■“? : :1 ‘ v ': 

• " ■ -place j/'JopT'- 'in .-any /hot e i>{;inoter^ Vst^e.,: -Restaurant / ^ ^ ■ V 

" ^ CQunteRi cafeteria, IsandWieh^^tS^ •• 'v / / - 

,!/ ;.?,;/thoatfeV’v^ri^-ih^,;‘be^t^^jp aresi, qr " 

■ J'- ;?^l^^--^by-';®P9?^^s/.dr;:-recf eatloii^ ;oi^^y >Ot her t^lace 

etoga^ed ittVsei3Rn^jor /sefRlbg^mett^ ^ 

■ /- -"r ”1' -:-:/f- th^, or r around-. a^y: trae'..entrahce'-to^.ah ; s^ch /place j_,' , . ^- ■ i /'''-// 

'\kh.yQ'M //Pf^^tusi^se^i-puj^ie'rbuiidi^ ;.{'^ - 

a/parthershipyy...- :'. 

44'^^^y:dr ian4a^dct£rt^n>'}and 'qrrrefuaes';‘to ai:Ci^/v:/;4K'y.^ ,"-i 

yy y y of d^Bperse or; m9ye yOtt»^^^^'W^ any ' ^ , , . : ■ ] 

'-y‘ \ -.5 nw‘- <a«^*ft^V>iain<OT»+ ''/iri*F.H’'i.r»/ai«' rx-P *QW'4r' 4 +Vr- •--*'av-w ■• - > ’ '-• ■';.■► 


y ■:'-'yy'--^:4^yauth6fj^ed.'person, ;Or--/.yy ,. y-'v-yV-y -' 

4*y' '£ or4^akefe-Ru^ \y 

' i-y ’.' '‘'’'^yr^^- . pr O^Eane, lan^a^ge^/- - of - ^physi-ca-l ' acts , '■■'of i." y ' y-v. 4. ''.;• 

4 xyXy ihd^^t'pf op 9 sa^ :tO-or ■ tpwaf d^ano^er /Cf ,;Oipef ^ ’ ' y' 

y ; M; :Of yinf e^f efe ^ .ahother orv pt her s^j ! /''"y ? •;-, ?; 

•’ •- 0;.yy”'^^;y!fhi]^,‘''irijCR4on:jahy ^p1^^ ;Jy-./ 

v.y 4 ' y y .in transpOfting^tieittbe^^ the .publ^icC; y y'y 

■ i , y:/ / f Of ' ai^f af e; 6f:4chaf causee a disturbance Or 'does 'or . sa.ys , /V/ jy '■ • y ■ 

'■-y 4/;'/ 'y/yReCp^tiReiy^ -;matt efs4 Or 'i things :4menti0ned': in -y /: 

: _ ;•/ eubsectionrvXSy Bupfa j: to, - toward i Of ihythe, pf esehce of .any ; ' : / : V y 4 ij 

. ..‘ - ' % ' e ' *'vy - i^«l« WVn<m ' ^ ^ •*' ^ ' -f ^ JL. ^ l0~y .*:. *. _ 's.'^/‘ ; '...'■ - 


/■-y-'^>;4/V.y .’ ;'yt^ ;'<|jE^at idn ’suefiyvehicid^ "Of y Z >•’'•• t'f K' y /•-> >? j 
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?H4) refusing -to le;aye the^^ premises of another' 
v/hen requested so to do by any owner, lessee i or any 
employees, thereof, ■ . \ ^ 

"shall be guilty of disorderly conduct, which is made a 
misdemeanor, and, -upon conviction thereof , shall be punished 
by a fine of. not. more , than two hundred dollars ($200,00) , 
or .imprisonment in the county Jail for not more, than four 
(4) months^, dr by both such iine and imprisonment; and if >.v 
any. person shall be guilty, of. diserderly , conduct as defined 
herein and such conduct , shall lead iso a breach of the peace 
or incite' a riot in any .of the jplaces herein named., and as ' ■ 
a result of said breach of the peace or riot another person , 
or persons shall be maimed-, .killed or injured, then the 
person guilty of such disorderly donduct as defined herein . 
shall be guilty of a felony, and upon, conviction such person, 
shall be imprisoned . in the Penitentiary not longer than tfenir. 

(10) "'years,; ’■ 'V ' .'I''- ‘ 

, ‘*2, The provisions of this ..act'" are supplementary 

to the provisions of any other statute of this state. 

‘•3, If any par a^aph, sentence, or diause of this 
act shall be held to be hnconstitutiohal’or inyaiid, the same 
.shall not affect any’ other part , portion or provision of ; , 
this act i. blit such other part shall ren^in in full force and., 
effect," ■' ^ 
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5/2^/6X 


. V 

' '-iv 

\* 


; , Chief of ^Detect iyes M-.;-: B .? PIERCE , JacRspii Police ' . , 
Pepartmeat , ; aRvised the fpllowing ladiyiduale :weye tried 
±ii the JacRsoh I&inicipiai Cou^t jacRsdii, Mississippi^- :• 
>©toe Mdhicipal, , Judge' 

1961 , oh a chhrge of BreachVdf ‘ tlie ' 

with their arr dst .oil May. ^ 28 l 96 l‘, 'and were cOny ipted • , 
and each v/as Sentehbed to pay a ^i-he $ 2 pi 9 ; 00 . hhd to 
serve 60 daysj hbwqver, the 60 jiay^ were S^spbnded ih e 
'ihstance;^ ' ■ - v; ' 


■ -X- 



■ he . 

'"hlC 


. i. . .. 


'• '« ' " ,v’ ’ ' 


: ^ -Wr-i piERCi advised t he .aho ye hide individuals - 

were yepyesented by Attorney J l of Jachspn,VMis- . ‘ > 

sissippi, and the case was prosecuted by Jackspa^^ \ ' 
Attorney JACK TMVIS and Assistant JrackSoii City 'Attorney 
I I He "advised the . abbve^^ indiyiduai s all ; 

. entered, .pleas', of; '.not, 'guilty 4'-'' . ,'v. 

' - Mr. PIERCE . adyiSed the ' tr:i,al began at 3 ; OQ ;PM; and • 
ended 3 j i7 PM. He adyised both the prosecution and the vj. . : ; , 
defen.Se waiyed any argument aud. further ? advised Judge SPENC)^ ' 
. did‘ not deliver an opinion but referred 'linstead^ t^^ ■ / 

' opinion renifeiedoh May 26, 1961, .iQllpwingithe. Jjrial o^^^ ■ 

* 'preceding , -group . of freedom; -Riders. *■’ V- ' ' 

J Mr . PIERC E advised the .Only >/itneSs fbr the prose- > . . 

cut ion was Cantai nl U ackson Police pep^tment; ,. 

whb; testif ied to the /dirciimstances 'surrbhnding the arrest ; 

:pf these -indiyiduais .. 'at-, ■JackSonif , Missis 

, • .Mr . PIERCE adyiSed the defense, did not call any, , - > • ' 

witness. He .advised that .following their conviction/ 






5 / 29/61 ''Jackson, MissiSs • ^ 

On , _'at ^ ^ '■ ‘ '- : .if...-.' . .File ip . 
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W 


reah 


ilDate dictated -I— 
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tdld membeirs of ^lie. ^ress that defendaht^ tr^re hot 
going io appeal the ih conviction at the present tiiae and were 
not going to pay their fines at this time, He adViaed the 
defendants -were returned to the Jackson City. Jail foUov/ing : 
the trial and will be transferred to- the Etinds County Jail, 

, dackspn, itississippi. Hay 30.^ 

Mri-jpiERGE -advised no one v/ae barred from the cour tr 
•robm during the: above trial; however, he noted that his depart- 
ment had.previou^y notified the public through the local prees 
that reporter^ would have a priority in gaining admission to . 
the trial* He advised he would estimate' that there were ap~ 
proximateiy twelve to fifteen reporters, including two ifegro 
reporters, present during the above trial together with five , 
Or sin white spectators* ^d ten to twelve Negro 
He advised' he observed EVBBS* Field ..Secretary - for the - 

National Assdiittion for the Advancement of Colored People, 
Jackson’, Mississippi, present in the cotuptrOOm dm*ing-^^^ 
trial . Mr • PXEEC^ advised there wef o several vachnt seats 
in the courtroom and he would estimate that altogether there 
were about three vacant' rows" of seats in the courtroom* . 


Me . I PIERCE advised; that LieutenantL^_lt;estif ied . 
that hevmd arrested these .individuals because they, had 
refused to ' move oh whe n ord ered t b do: sO*., Mr , PIERCE Said . ; , ■ 

I l ashed i Iwhi le l f v/as testifying bn cross-. : 

examination, if he I I had arrested' these individuals 
. beca use they wete Negroes in a white waiting room and ht* ‘ " 

I I faad Replied that he would have arrested them in the Ne^o 
rest room if. he,had^ ordered 'them,’ to' on and they had refused > 
.^this ^<hider.^ ; ' i' ' ” 

.{ Mr *: pierce could furnish no. f laf ther information re?^ 

; garding the above trial,. ’ 


, _ - .V. • 

' • f 
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\ V': . : ' ‘ ^ Bureau^ Agents - oliserved; that dnlf ormed : - ^ 

6 ff leers pf ;/ tjjfe \ japksois , ,Missi ssip^l i Police Department ^ . 
were on; duty outside the Mun Buildihg; prior n . v 

tb*;ahd duKxng ; the jabove tri ciowd 'gathered- and there 

were ;nd;"in<jidonts^X " 'V- •' C 4:>' r. :-v- - - 




Character; 


•> -t ' V;*'' •• > 


^.;:' ■xGx^oyjidiun’d'. 


--a^rfest;.: py: 




;-;■ 'fU- '■’•“.t''-.^.f V* 


,‘.4’; , * '■ ’;. V';v V'- ■' '■''■■ -V , ' V-'j' - ' 'f‘ J:.\ ,v'V 

[ i 1 ' * /' 'i * ' V ^ ’^~i" -'’ jf ^ ^ ^ ^ * ^^ * ^ * '^ * • ^ ^ ^ t' 'v'' •''j '►■■ ' "^v” 'i^_ ' ""i^ - t " 'I •'x' r '^5 - " / * 4 ^^ ' .'^ " 4 '"^v'j-' *^4 

'.yiiiib' fldc^ehttcontain^'.feithet-. ricommeMay6risiip^'co:5‘3“^*t)np/j6£‘ihei^I‘'l.riiis<;& is .loaned to ^difr ^agency! -it-‘a^ 

-V»*.'. 4 > i'*' '■,' V.'^ -ife.lcctntents-are not .to, 'be ’distributfed -outside i-ypu? a'geiioy. 'y?.‘'.y'',7' 'I','''’;,-® ’ ■-»'.;*•■.•• '-.' 
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m niBBisBiw^t , ' 


Javo'stisaicloa. is 'P^.edicatoa. <m ^Sm-aislsod ' 

til® lT©W^md|ms Ofiei©® '©a Say 27- j 3LS01* ■ ndvisiss 

tmo^mtSipn sad 3^mimd tMt-u .g^pap dt nim-t^emo 
mmmntp hm -porebs^a .CSrajrSsaaa Etis. to'^a^sm, - 

SicBi^ipipi, at ^asSvill©, IJ^aaess®®* ©a l^y.'S?* ■■•* 

■ plaim®d-t® 't^st facliitiss Ut ^s^jsoa.' Xnf02*i3ati«sa ' 

tSiB.fiE^.^culd mseXve at Ssmpjiis. Xpiem^p, 

' X ^7*. i001n jasd prstobiy depart s®abSis ‘ 

at liSO as, ;;12ay ES,, 10S31, arriiring .at ' Jaebcba at j5t3© -Ml* -tha . - 
BBEi® -data, ^ _,, '. . ,. ' .•■ ', ', . > ' ■ ' 

~ ■ ■ "^acskos^ ■ Bi00iEsii!^i • '", • ■■’_■ '/ ;'. ’■ -■"'?■ 

, -m 3?©c0ipt ©1, tba abbyo' iiiforE^ti.©2,,;-tS® '^scbBoS' 

pafeoX at Jixckmni 

_ Sa®s^|.'22 ij', 1?C^SEy'.GJl^Q2’.'"T/0ro adyisisd ©i£ .tb© ab®w ’ijaf03fEa»* 

V' ,' ’ ; asae ci.i ^-.aaais5B. of' -<da w a^nMa. 

telep!s9oi«»lly iacMsotf m. T thafc ths SollooiBS 

iaoiyidi^lB aboard tap m^ephavaid Bus ’cSiqS left ilasSyilie •_ 

;ats -5*3.S PUf t^Y Sr^ f ' aXX -Q^' vhsisx IfegrcsoB' axid~ B'bud®at£S ' ■ ' 

,at ^ssissiSQ® ^ ^ S' .^ai:® UolYai^l'ty> .jfaBSvill®, 'Tonn^OB®©;. 

'•' ' \ ' ilbsbyili©f ’7eBii®^©e 

/•;: , ■■ ^•, C^ls&oaa City,., ;. 

;,i-' J^aboii,- Tteimossoe '.. .' ■/’,' 

CiiattaROo^a,.^.7eaa®BB'e® . 
j^asSvllle^ ^esaa®3^e 
Bolivar,.’' ir©sm®Bso® ■'.■■- 
- EirniagSs33,/i^labasisi 
. ; CiKOiBsati , ' #riO', 
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fEDERAL BUREAU OF UiVE-liQAliUM 
U. S. DEPARTMEKF OF JUSTICE 

C0MMU?<llCATi0f‘5S SECTION, ^ 
juMi , 

iTEmvitm ' 


y/ /^/ae/^s^ /r 7 /^c. 


Mr. Tolsoa 

Mr. Parsons_ 

, Mr. Mohr 

; Mr. BeImont_ 
Mr. Callahan. 

j>rad 

Ir. B^gLoach- 
fc^vans 

Mr. *^aveL 
Mr. Trotter. 

Mr. W.C.Sullivaii 



URGEOT S-1-61 S-12 PM EST JBB 

|/f0 DIRECTOR, FBI AND SACS BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE,^ AND NEW ORLEANS 
FROM SAC, ATLANTA /157-232/ / dP i; 

FREEBUS, RM* i/jL- 


q\ 


1 ^ ■ 

STUDE.NT COORDINATOR, SNCC^ 


lU^ 

'VrM; j.ii w * 

N 


SCLC AND 


PUBLIC RELATIONS 


DIRECTOR,' SGI.C ADVISED SAS A COORDINATING COMMITTEE BEING 
SET UP HEADED BY 


TO COORDINATE FREEDOM RIDES THROUGHOUT 


SOUTH* 


IN CHARGE OF ALL PUBLICITY* HOWEVER, PRESS 
RELEASES WILL NOT BE MADE CONCERNING FREEDOM RIDES AT THIS T.IME 
DUE TO INSTABILITY OF LAW ENFORCEMENT IN ALA* 


STATED 


ATLANTA OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED OF ALL ORGANIZED FREEDOM RIDES 
BETWEEN SOUTHERN CITIES’^*! 


F^DVISED GROUP LEFT NASHVILLE 


JUNE ONE, AM, FOR MONTGOMERY* MONTGOMERY TELEPHONICALLY 
ADVISED. OF’ -THIS. FURTHER ADVISED, GR^UP WOULD PASS THROUGH 

T^TT^VATM/NtTAUrf T-\T rm r\ X7*^rr» ^ ^ ^ f’'"* T T ^ 


]advised 


BIRMINGHAM BUT WOULD NOT TEST FACILITIES 

. ■— i .i Miiu ts^rrrrgr' 

LATER GROUP OF FOUR WHITES AND ONE NEGRO LEAVING ATLANTA TWO 

FORTYFIVE PM JUNE ONE TO ARRIVE IN MONTGOMERY SEvIP 

WOULD BE MET BY GROUP OF FOUR, INCLUDING TWO WHITES AND|j,g^ 


NEGROES, AT MONTGOMERY AND GO ON TO JACKSON 

- V I . i SSmt Ms'ak 


END PAGE ONE 

50 JUN 14 ®Yc! 


W 'S£^u.> / 



f 

-tm 






’Smaxmmsm 



t 


PAGE TWO 

GROUP LEAVING ATLANTA AS 


IDENTIFIED THE PEOPLE IN MONTGOMERY WHO WILL JOIN THEM AS 



ATLANTA PD, 

GSP AND LAGRANGE, GA, P^ IMMEDIATELY ADVISED. ^VE TELEPHONICALLY 
FURNISHED MONTGOMERY RA, 

END ACK 

WA 7-18 PM OK FBI WA MSL 
BH OK FBI BH MJK 
MO IK FBI 0 OK FBI MO MCM 
NO OK FBI NO LM 


TU DIMS CM 




CC' /S 


i I ^ 











OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
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tijNlTED- STATES GOV^^Ife:] 

Memoranmm 


t 


b6 

‘'b7C 


■'5 Tolson _ 
Parsons . 
Mohr 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 



Mr. 


A. 


FRESBUS 


’ALL TOO: 



date: June 1, 1961 


ditOoijt 

’tf 


/ DeLoa^g 
S ^Bvans. *• 
Malone 
Rosen . 
Tavel - 




Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan. 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 


On 5/29/61, 22 of the freedom riders who were 
incarcerated at Jackson, Mississippi, were moved from the 
county jail to the Hinds County Penal^” Farm at Raymonds 
Mississippi* I I 

I I alleged 

that durii^ the hooking procedure at the Penal Farm they 
were mistreated for failii^ to answer questions -”Yes sir” 
or ”No sir*” /io/6^- 


. f urnis hed a signed 

statement to Bureau Age^hts in which l ~| alleged that 
Ma^Thomas, Superintendent of ,_the Penal Far m, slapped 
on^^the face twice \^en l r esponded l;o questiois by sT iating 
”Uh huh” or by grunting to indicate a negative answer e f 
did not require medical attention* 

wys^^in&rviewed by 


Miss 


Bureau Agen ts a nd submitted a signed statement to the 


1 effect that l l unintentionally failed ^Oj)*^add ”sir” when 
1 resp onding ”Yes” or ”No” to t he quest ij^sVi^ On. one occasion, 
' repli ed ”Uh huh. ” I I alleg Ws*^^h al; ^ah”unknown subject 

I whom ) [ believed to .be a guard hit | ~| o n the hea d with a 
sticK se yeral tip es« Maxl^homas swung at l lyith his 


fist but 


i rerai tigi 


locked the blows* Thomas shove 


r 


and a 
]wLth 


third sub.1 ec t . appare ntly a guard, allegedly s truckT 

a blackjack* I [ suffered a one inch cut on | [ forehead 

whic h bled profusely and a smaller laceration on the top of 
I head* Max Thomas furnished first aid treatm^t^by 
applying a gauze com press and a doctor dressed ^the wound an 
hour later . I [required no further medical treatment* 



Upon hearing of the above incidents. Governor Ross 
Barnett met in his office with Sheriff Gilfoy of Hinds County 
and the Hinds County Board of Supervisors* As a result of 
this meetii^. Max Thomas was immediately suspended pending 


1 

1 

1 

1 


thorough investigation by the Sheriff* 

17 


Mr* 

Mr* 

Mr* 

Mr. 


WLMtvjh 
(9) 


Mohr • 
DeLoach 
Evans 
Belmont. 




31 
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Memorandum to Ur* Parsons 


After the above incidents. Sheriff Gilfoy returned 
the freedom riders from the Penal Farm to the county jail 
to prevent any future incident* The Mayor of Jackson, 
in a meeting with police officials, stated that if the county 
jail should become filled the city jail will be available 
for the housing of freedom riders* 

ACTION 

The above information wesMiscussed with Assistant 
Attorney General Burke Marshall on 5/30/61, and it was 
Mr* Marshall’s desire that no further investigation be 
conducted in the absence of contrary instructions from the 
Department* Memoranda confirming conversation with Mr. Marshall 
have been forwarded to the Civil Rights Division. 


FD-36 (RtV. 12-13-SD„ 


'ransmit the following in 


F B I 


Date; 5/26/61 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


FROM: 


•DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO- 718 OI) 
SAC, NEV/ ORLEANS (105-1057) 


Req. Rac'd 

Date Forv/ 

How 

By 


SUBJECT:''" ORIGINAL KNIGHTS OF THE 
- 'KU KLUX'KLAN (LOUISIANA) 

RACIAL MATTERS, ' 

■• 3 EREEim.SIB^^ 1961 
- RACIAL MATTERS ' ’ 


On I IpcI (RAC)I ^furnished 

information conce-rning a 'meeting be . attended I The 

meeting called hy J. D. SWiaSfSON, Grand Dragon, Ku Klux Klan, 
Bossier City, La. .Details of meeting set forth, on letterhead 
memorandum attached . 


is PCI 



mentioned in letterhead memorandum 


Local CIO, PD, and SO, Shreveport, La., being advised 
this date.. Also, La.. State Police advised. 

“ Bureau (Enc . 8 ) ' ' • ' 

5 New Orleans (2 - IO 5 -IO 57 ) 

(1 - 105-1O57D) 

fl - 157-214) ■ I 

^ I I NOT racoEBBaa i 

IPK:111. ■ JUN 12 1961 i 

(?) ■ --I..-' : . 




m MAY, ^9 Ml 


Approved: ^aj l\7 ^ 

O W eses' Special Agent in Charge 



©RlGiNAL COnr Fll 









In RcpiVt Phasu Refer to 
File No, 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
May 26, I96I 


T 


ORIGINAL KNIGHTS OP THE 
KU ]&DX ,p.AN (LOUISIANA^ 

■FREEDOM RIDERS, 19^1 


,0n May 26, I961, a confidential source advised ^ 
that J, D.^SWENSON, Grand Dragon of the Original Knights of 
,jt^...’Ku'.Klux.,Klan, Bossier' City, ^l*p„uisXaK^„>,. calle<i a meeting’^ 
/of the-Klan on the *night of May 25^ 19SlV"’The purpose of . 
the meeting was for making plans of action should Freedom 
Riders come to Shreveport, Louisiana. There were 29 tnen 
present at the meeting. Mr. SWENSON stated he would know 
in advance should the Freedom Riders ccme to Shreveport, 
Louisiana, .and ‘he would call his men at least an hour before 
their arrival here. His men would meet in Bossier. City, 
Louisiana, and then go to the bus station in Shreveport 
using parking lots near the station to park their cars. All 
of the men would buy bus tickets to 'nearby towns to give a 
logical reason for their being at the station. Nine men 
would stay .inside the' station. In addition to the nine men 
in the station, four men would be at each of four doors 
entering the station. Should the Freedom Riders attempt to 
enter the white waiting rooms, the men at the doors would 
'' lock arms and not allow them to enter. If the Freedom 
Riders would get through the doors, they would be attacked 
■ . by the men in the station, four of whom would have plastic 
spray bottles of some form of musteird gas or oil that burns. 
They would spray this near the waistline which will cause 
immediate burning and pain. 

There is to be, no interference with the police or 
federal officers. Klansmen are- to have no identification 


ENCLOSURH’ 


o:x:oe!p'b name and address on them and. a. -.Citizens Council 
card hidden on their person^ All are to V7ear poppies, 
the type worn on Memorial Day, for, identification to each 
other. They are not to be armed. ,They, are not to Identify 
themselves as members of the Ku’Klux Klan. 


a-iL 


l 


1 


I 


also Iqaovirn as^ 

Louisiana, employed at 


1 Louisiana, 

Jat the bus stati on . They 
plan to nave photographer at station taking photographs 
and to have attorney available. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. it is the property of the FBI 
and is ’loaned to yOur agency; it and, its contents are, not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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Transmit the following in 


Date: Jun^ 1, 1961 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TMr. TolsonJ- 

Mr. Balmont. 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Cr>.l’a'mn.„ — 

Mr. 

M- ' - 'h 

Mr. 

Ml. ; 'I'-.van-:: — 

Mr. ^ 

Ms. T.' 'ter ^ 

Tele. Eoom ' 

Mr. isjram 

Miss- Gandy ■ j 


tA 

Vtoi 


SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR, FBI ■ 

SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-264) a ' . ' 

FREEBUS 


Enclosed are original and seven copies of letterhead, 
memorandum setting forth copy of letter, for Bureau’s information. 



3 - Bureau (AM) (Ends. 8) ENCLOSURE ^ 
1 “ New Orleans . 

JTS:ez ■ ■ /^Cy 

(4) /r ^ 


AGENCY. 

REQ. REC'D . 
DATE FORVV. 
HOW FOJHfi. 

8Y.55i^ 



/£Z=-_^ 




c; c. wlcK 






'm JUN 7‘ 1951 


■X - 




i, 

..•6 £ r . . .. - 


jSpecial Agent in Charge 






wyiTE-p. .STAGES pEPARTMENT-.W^JUSajIfiE;';; . 

: F,EpER4i/ iN^STIGAylON .."'■ »•';'. U ' 

':? ■’= '^:V 'f ;S:5-W'T 

.'‘■^z’’' V ' '•* ~ ‘ '"’'i;' -■'■ i f'':% \ \ % ,''>' ■ 'Y^. ■ ".- •■ *** • V - ' -‘-■‘•V' ’ ^,*'' ■• ‘“ / . '• -f.', , V . j , ■ ■■ . 

:Ci^.y^‘A%tdrb[ev ; ••; jabks:oa, :..;,Mi's.is- 

; ' ^ 6f •^Investigatidn,;n?atiV 'on r Julie' ’1 j. a 

; . - letter B0‘« :,1961 V i!gb^ 

tiey at rLaw 


__ I addresse<i.ito' Honor aMe .vJameig L* Spenper i \ Jjndge; ? .v. 
of ':;'tHe ‘-Hutipfpal:;-Gour Jackson J rnyf 

GiVy‘ AttbKney>V^*4A^^ |''^'■ahd,,Mr*"^M;^ ,;' 4- •■ -_;;4 

iP!K'-i;ia-P'- a¥ wfe'ss ' * ; -T» Atriflnn ^ ".Mi fe<sf ^ - - Tiii“« • 1 'AttAT* ’ T*Aads ■ "as /' . 




rr-'4 ! '■ 

’d.ur'--of of =, \,..’o;v;- 

■'U 4 ';asi^^arfcd^^ yon - tn--,;ti^s .-aii^a;^; : bd ^ f ’">' • 

' PP. 'rpp-^. ,* /r ■ 4 4’'v'-' '. t- 4 

. '■ ■' , *. ' ■ p P '^‘ ' * *; *^P'‘ — 1 l"'' ’ ' ‘^4 _l " ‘ 

.<^n:i^!bf;'t hisV.fet% '^o J 

W as an attorney wlib • bbt airibd<: the release 
■ of .Z' the Ecbedpk-; *• • P -:-kt r . . *' aV Pip'' y. 

. ,.V^/ -VV /'rr-k-v-';'- V ^ ‘ 

:V;‘. ' V- ■ '^ iPi- 'P "-'PPP C V^'^v 'V^'-.*' vV^'/ % ; V~:‘ : 

-r K- ’}\P ' V { P '/pP ^ '^' \ p ^ 

Ky.''^?'.' 'W;:' ■ 4 4-4 :f : % 4j>.3? 4 ' 
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"' "--Kr 


■”b6 , 
■'b7C 


V '. . J 


. V^' . f/ .• 




. JlffiEDOM RIDERS 

".MT4! Travis , adyise 4 that 


'M''‘ 

<j t*-' 


■was . jone :o£ the ; 


... ■ ;/ counsel Y9,t/ tha fkrst ti’ial Jof . the Freed^^ r ; ; 

V ' ' 4 <K « ' ^ ‘ ■^'i ' / fc • . I ' , »-'■ -‘i. "•* • ' ’ .' 

’-•*’■'■ s '1 ' . , 3 "•* ■« V ' ' ' f '^\ " . ^ V. ■* ’ ' •• i' ** < 
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■ ^.fThis^'daburn'en^v^^^ '- 


,';:^<;G0mm8hd:ati6n§ ' iidt; oonclUBidns 




‘ ?.b ''V " <J%nbut' 'xly'- ■.•.'V‘'’l ‘ 

uute|(|^;ybur;-i^nc^^ ^^iV''-’''',A.;v-'’" •?'”■ ■ "'' -X*.' ' ' '"•/ • J" • 

^ ■'i ‘ ' ■ ‘^ • ' * t '' J"' • ^^ *■' V • • • “.% ’'»•'•* ♦/’**.. ' * .' '* ‘ li-t" l' . .- -•. - ' ' '. N » . '' v' ..^1 '. .-* • 

tv ' ‘ _ 
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t • ' 4 ' • '. '^ .'4 ' Y s't ’ *'l*' - 'jf**' ■ • * v*',-** * •*. ^'^^5 ' *■ - *■ «• ->■■■» ‘.' ■* <» "• * 4 I'* y .''''; • . V>v». ' 

• •• . 4;44',v ,.:4V .'‘' '/ vy-j -^;bV4rv'^ ’;* - - ^ 'v';-' ' : . .. 


■V- 


v'^'V ■■':;■ .,4' • . ' 


»- " *. ■'-'-’•■■..A - ' */r i” "v * “'*■* ■«.'''j--'"''''i <v' - i"’.''. 'Is 

'* „ “ ' • . ^ X ■ •' 1 ■ . ■.* ,r 4„ ,•' -4 .-, -, •- ■» ■* ” ’ ’'\'W.t t V '■ - ' ''4 ' • 
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FREEDOM RIDE, NINETEEN SIXTY ONE, RM, DAHV, CR, RE NEW ORLEANS 
TELETYPE TO SAC, ATLANTA, FIVE THIRTY ONE SIXTY ONE. REFERENCED 
AIRTEL REQUESTED INFORMATION FROM 


OF CORE TO DETERMINE DETAILS OF FUTURE FREEDOM RIDERS WHO 
MAY COME TO JACKSON,, MISSISSIPPI, JUNE ONE OR TWO NEXT, 


I 


NYC, 


OF CORE, THIRTY EIGHT PARK ROW, NYC, 

ON FIVE THIRTY ONE SIXTY ONE, THAT 


ADVISED SA 

NO QUOTE. FREEDOM RIDES 'END-OUOTE SPONSORED BY CORE WERE LEAVING 
THE NYC AREA IN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. HE STATED THAT THE 






ONLY FREEDOM RIDES THAT HE KNEW OF WERE ONE 




MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, FOR JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, ON SATURDAY 



t 




AND A GROUP I’LITAVfNG ON ThI"-"^ 


JUNE THREE|NI®EEN^ffi4 
WEEKEND OF JUNE SEC^,p> THIRD, NINETEEN SIXTY ONE FROM ^ 

rssrssippi . 


ORLEANS FOR 


FURTHER STATED THAT 


iwnnW!*£!^ 


THE CORE STAFF IN MONTGROMERY, JACKSON AND NEW 
END PAGi 

5t) tJUff 14 


END PAGE ONE^..^^v, 


if 






V 


# f 

b6 

:b7C 


PAGE TWO \ 

ORLEANS HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED TO NOTIFY THE FBI OF ANY FUTURE 
FREEDOM RIDES. HE SUGGESTED CONTACTING | | cORE 

REPRESENTATIVE IN MONTGOMERY, AT TELEPHONE NUMBER MONTGOMERY 

TWO SIX TWO SEVEN SIX SEVEN FOUR. WILL BE RECONTACTED 

AT THE CORE OFFICE AT THIRTY EIGHT PARK ROW, NYC, TOMORROW, 

JUNE FIRST NINETEEN SIXTY ONE, FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, AND 
BUREAU AND OFFICES CONCERNED WILL BE FURTHER ADVISED. 

END 

NY R NR 03 WA JHA 



qjTIONAl^RM NO, 10 

UNITED STATES GOVE|*IENT 

Memorandum 



date: 




June 2, 1961 


Token _ 
Belmont 
. Mohr 




h6 

hlC 


Callahan 
Conrad 
eLoach* 
Evans — 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel 

Trotter — 




Tele. Room 

Ingram 

^gnd^__- 


Mr. Rosen advised in connection with the group of freedom riders 
scheduled to leave bjr bus from Montgomery, Alabama, at Jl:30 A. M. 

(1:30 P.M, Washington time) for Jackson, Mississippi, that they left on 
schedule. He advised that the original group of 7 was implemented by one 
additional person, making a total of 8 which left on the T railways bus. 

Prior to leaving the bus terminal the group tested the facilities and no 
incidents occurred. 

In view of the preliminary injunction and the restraining order which 
were issued ly Ju^e Johnson and effective at 10:00 A M. today, the 
information Concerning the group scheduled to leave at 11:30 AM, had been 
furnished to the U. S. Marshal, who in turn made the information available 

I to Judge Johnson. Judge Johnson requested no action in connection with, 
this group. 

Mr. Rosen also advised.that Judge Johnson, following the issuing 
of the preliminary injunction and the restraining order, stated that if there 
were no recurrences of violence such as we have seen, in the past, the 
1 1 court’s orders would amount to nothing, and he hoped that would be-the case. 
II He stated, however, that if the court’s orders were disobeyed, those dis- 
I II obeying the orders would end up in the Atlanta penitentiary. 


I Jii the event any incidents are reported which appear to be violations 

of the preliminary injunction or the restraining order, they will immediately 
be taken up with the Department to determine what action is desired. 


ALLIKPO: 

1- Mr .-Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Rvans 


JRM:jh 

( 9 ) 



J 


OJUN 14 19b i 



REC- U 

’ V.. 

m JUN 5 19^1 
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Tparisrait the following in 


DATE: 6/2/61 
PLAIN 8EXT 


AIRTEL 


PROM 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, NHVf YORK (l57“39l) 


SUBJECT ' PREEBTJS 

(00;^ MOBILE) 


ALL IHFOm-IATIOlI COHTAIMEEi ' 

HEREIH IS IWCLASSIFIED 

DATE 06-10-2009 BY 60324 UC EAY/SAB/STH 



CP, USA- DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 
IS-C 

(00:KSI^ YORK) 

Enclosed herewith are 8 copies of a letterhead 
memorandum concerning captioned activity. 

The source mentioned in the enclosed memo Is 


'i! 


Enclosed memorandum is being classified ”^Co|ifid€a55lal“ 
in order to protect the source, exposure of whom would adversely 
affect 'the defense interest of the US. 

I wlll be in attendance at this meeting 
and the Bureau will be advised of its result by airtel and 
letterhead memorandum. 


Bureau 


Bureauil^^^^^ ^Encs.8) (RM) ./x-? 

r - Birmingham (Enc.l) (RM) 

1 - Mobile (Enc.l) (RM) 

1 - New York riOO-8Q6Ql^ ( CP . USA-DO MESTIC ADMINISTRATION MATTERS) 
1 - New York ! ~l ^ 

1 - New York (100-79303) (CORE) (41) 

1 - New York (l57-39|) (Al) 

1 - New York (lOO- 128804) (NYD, CP- YOUTH MATTERS) (4l4) 


JT0:mtj-" 

(13) 


W] 


REG- 17 




Appj?0»rf\. 


Sent 


__M Pe.r_r»^ 




■ agencyI 

REQ. RF.C’D : 

DATE FCRW. A 
HOW FORW. ^ 
BY 








b7D 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
FOeNo. 


bureau 157-373 
New York 157- 39^^ 





5ted states department oWustice 


federal bureau of investigation 
New York. Mew Yorl 


I 


V 


DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROH 

FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 08-10-2009 


Re: Pree<Jom Ride, 1961 

Racial Matters j Destruction 
of Aircraft or Motor Vehicle; 
Civil Rights. 


On I |a confidential sorce, who has 

furnished reliable information in the past, advised that 
at a m eeting of the Youth Bra nch. Kings County, Communist 
Party, |~ l it was decided that members 

of the Youth Branch should contact liie Concord- Baptist 
Church on Marcy kvsnue in Brooklyn'; New York> in an 
effort to obtain a suitable site for a Freedom Riders 
rally which was tentatively scheduled for June l6, 1961.- 


This same source advised that when a suitable 
site is obtained for this rally, the members of the 
Youth Branch would then contact various mass organizations 
in an effort to insure a large attendance. 

. According to this same source the sponsorship 
for this rally has not yet been decided upon. . 


This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agency. It and its contents are 
not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 


C O. N 


enclosurh; 


// 



FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


Date: 6/2/( 

/ '■. ' , ; ; - 

Transmit the following, in ' i ^ 

” ,, , (Type in plain text'or code) 

AIRTEL . AIRMAIL 

(Priority or'Method of Mailing) j 

Agency 

TO;. DIRECTOR, EBI Req. Bec'd 

FROM: SAC, JACKSONVILLE (157-235) 

SUBJECT: FREEDOM RIDE, 196i. 

RACIAL MATTERS; • , 

. DESTRUCTION OF AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES;. 
CIVIL RIGHTS 





Enclosed are original and seven copies of 
Letterhead Memorandum dated and captioned as apove 
at Jacksonville, Florida, setting out information- 
from Chief FRANK STOUTAlf IRS, Tallahassee, Florida, 
Police Department, concerning a recent conference 
between the Flor.ida Governor’s Office, State, and 
local lav/ enforcement agencies in connection v/ith 
captioned matter. -- ’ . 

= On 6/1/61, the information contained in 

enclosed letterhead memorandum was furnished to 

CIC Agent, Tallahassee > Florida. 





s 




Bureau (Enc, 

”3^ Jacksonville (1 - 157-235) J ^ 

(1 - 157-135) (1 - 105-66) U / O / rP ^ / 

GDM:ag “ 

( 6 ) ■' ' 


f'.5, g .S,3'-K! i! 




^ JUW 










In Reply, Phase R^er to 
File No. 


• < 


UNWED STATES DEPARTMENT OF WSTIGE 


i’ WS 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Jacksonville, Florida 
June 2, 1961 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1,961 


On June 1, 1961, Chief Frank^toutamire, 
Tallahasseey ,, „FlQyid a , •. P olice ,De,par tment , advised 
■^Irai; “J^ne^Ky iie s , Administrative Aid to ■J goye r.n^'* 

Farri^Biyant , called a meeting of State and l^al * 

'XaF^ni^ceriJent agencies at the State Capitol Building 
on May 31, 1961, According to Chief Stoutamire, at 
this meeting were City Manager Arvah Hopkins, all 
members of the City Commission, Colonel H, N. Kirkman, 
Director, Florida Highway Patrol, and himself, Mr, 

Kynes presided over this meeting. 

Chief Stoutamire said that Mayor Joe Cordell, 
who was ill, and Sheriff Bill Joyce, out of town, v;ere 
invited but absent from the meeting. 

Chief Stoutamire said the general topic of 
discussion at this meeting was what action is to be 
placed into effect in the event of the arrival of 
Freedom Riders at any of the interstate terminals in 
the Tallahassee area v/hich include rail, air, and bus 
facilities. 

Continuing, Chief Stoutamire said the over-all 
general plan ;agreed upon between the various State and 
local agency heads was that the police on receipt of 
information that Freedom Riders were at any local 
terminal would go immediately to that facility accompanied 
by at least two deputy sheriffs. In the event violations 
of State and Municipal laws were apparent, immediate 
arrest v/ould be made, and the Freedom Riders quickly 
removed to the local jail, if possible, before a crowd 
of onlookers could provoke a fight or incident. 

Chief Stoutamire said that in the event such 
a crowd would form, the Florida Highway Patrol would 
be then called. If this agency felt more assistance 
was imperative, the Governor *s Office would be advised, 
and a local unit of the Florida National Guar d stationed 
at Tal lahassee . Florida, commanded by Captain I I 

I would be called on for assistance to maintain order. 


b6 

b7C 


en;closure 





% 


FREEDOM RIDE, 1961 



Chief Stoutamire said the recent incidents 
at Birmingham, Alabama, Montgomery, Alabama, and Jackson, 
Mississippi, prompted the above meeting as well as the 
recent remarks of Florida National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) leaders to the 
effect that Municipal laws pertaining to segregated 
interstate travel terminals v/ould be tested by Freedom 
Riders in the future* 

Chief Stoutamire said that on May 31, 1961, 
on express instructions from Greyhound officials in 
Chicago, Illinois, the local Greyhound Bus Terminal 
Manager had all terminal signs reading l^hite or Colored 
7/aiting Rooms changed to read simply Waiting Room, He 
said the local Trailways Bus Terminal, the Municipal 
Airport, and the local Railroad Terminal have not changed 
their segregated-type signs, however. 

The foregoing inform ation was furnished to 
Special Agent ! H office of Military 

Intelligence (CIC) , Tallahassee, Florida, on June 1, 

1961. ' “ 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL OF !K "E.'T •'"’■''’N 

U, s, OLfAiOML.'i .! ,1.,- 

COMMUNICATIONS S£siioil„, 

•JUN 2 1361 

teletype 

URGENT/ 6-2-61 4-54 PM COST EAH 

^Tp^IRECTOR,. FBI AND SAC, NEW ORLEANS 

FROM SAC, CHICAGO /157-NEW/ IP ■ ^ . j 

FREEDOM RIDERS., RACIAL MATTERS. RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE TAX'l^~riCTTOT 



To’lsou 

Mr. BdlmoTit 

Mr.Miihr 

Mr, Callahan | 

Mr. 'Cdm'ad . ..I| 

^Mr. DeLoach 

'Mr.'Eyiis 

Mr. Mklons f 

r. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele, Hoorn ' 

Mr, Ingram 

Miss< Gandy 



DATE. ON JUNE TWO INSTANT 


t 


ADVISED 


FREEDOM RIDERS ACTIVITIES IN CHICAGO AREA AND 
THAT IF ANY PERSONS FROM CHICAGO AREA PLANNED TO GO TO MISSISSIPPI 

ADVISED 


AS PART OF THE FREEDOM RIDERS, HE WOULD KNOW 


THERE IS NO MOVEMENT FOR SENDING 


ANY FREEDOM RIDERS FROM CHICAGO AREA TO MISS. DURING WEEKEND JUNE 
THREE AND FOUR NEXT., ADVISED THAT THE ONLY PERSON KNOWN TO HIM TO BE 

IN MI^. AT^RESENT TIME AND WHO WILL BE THERE OVER COMING WEEKEND 




IS 


UJ ^ 

CHICAGOhInDI&ES REFLECT NO IDENTIFIABLE SUBVERSIVE INFORMATION RE 


% 






F^MER 


kXT 


i/f 


^\DVISED HE WOULD KEEP 


t 

r/ 


CHICAGO DIVI‘glON ADVI SED AS TO ANY PR OPOSED TRIPS TO MISS. BY FREEDOM 

^ i wMii^r 1, „ || r I -■mr- II III n --ir — i ri — mu , 

RIDERS FROM CHICAGO AREA AND BUREAU AND NEW ORLEANS WILL BE KEPT 




ADVISED, SOURCE IS RELIABLE 

Stu. ....... 

END AND ACK PLS IN ODR . 


M? 




WA 5-57 PM 0 K 




m BH 




NO OK FBI NO JBH 
TU DISC 

6SM U19sf''^n 



JUN 1961 





do - 






OPTIONAL PORM NO. 10 


I. 


u 

y 


^UJJJITED STATES GOVEfli^ENT 

Memorandum 





le--: 




Tolson _ 
Belmont . 
Mohr . 




date: June 2,^1961 tf 


« 

c: 

* 

e-. 

J.U 



Trotter 


Tele. Room . 
Ingram 


Gandy . 


Mr. Rosen advised information had been received through the 
Highway Patrol concerning the group of Freedom Riders that left 
Montgomery, Alabama, today at 11:30 a. m. The bus had proceeded to 
Selma, Alabama, where an elderly white woman (name not known at this 
time) 
either! 


and assauRT 


eft the bus and swore odt a warrant for one of the Freedom Riders - 

for breach of the peace 


-b6 

b7C 


Mr. Rosen adyised that from information now available, it 
appears the Hig hway Pa trol apparently was requested to stop the bus, 
following which I I was arrested Ity the Ite.llas County, Alabama, 

Sheriff’s Office. The bus was stopped long enough for the complainant - 
to be taken out to the bus in order that she could continue her journey •’ 
to Dallas, Texas. 


Additional details are being obtained concerning this matter 
and will be submitted as soon as possible. 


1 - Mr, Mphr 
1 - Mr. 'Delibach 
1 - Mr, Evans 
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TO 


FROM 



date: @/2/61 


Tolson 

Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont — 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach. 
Evans 
Malone ^ 

Rosen 

Tavel 


Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 


subject: FREEBUS 


'0 

I 


.A 

0 


SA I [ called from^^he Mo n't^gomei^jL Resident 

Agency at 12:36 a.m. to advise that two more groups of freedom 
riders were to depart in the morning for Jackson, Mississippi, 

The first group, composed of four Negroes' and three v/hites, 
is scheduled to depart at 7:00 a.m,, Central Standard Time, by 
Trailways Bus en route to Jackson, This group is made up of the 
following individuals; 


/ 


, male-' ■ 

Ifcjiiale^ 

female 


I mal e 




:b6 

b'TC 


|male''<' 
m'ale 
male^^ * 


The Isecond group is also composed' of_ four Negroes and 
three whites and will depart via.Trailwaysi Bus a t 11:30 aIm..-.„ ' 
Central Standard Time, en route to Japkson. This group composed 
of the following individuals: 




T 


male 

/.female 

male 

[male 

male 


- 






Imai e— ~ 



female 



These two freedom rides are originating in Montgomery, 

Some of the above-named individuals arrived in Montgomery from 
Atlanta and Nashville but they did not arrive as freedom riders 
and the groups are being made up in Montgomery. They plan to .test 
the facilities in Montgomery' prior to departing tomorrow morning 
and they will test the facilities in Jackson upon their arrival 
there. Some members of these groups are believed to be spending the 
night at Reverend Abernathy’s resid ence , and some at the residence of 


FCW; jam 
(3) 


Ml' 
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Memorandum to Mr, Bosen 
BE: FREEBUS 


SA stated appropriate local authorities have 

been advised and Jachson has also been alerted and will advise 

there. This information was obtai ned from 
CORE representative in Montgomery. ! 
know if there were any additional freedom rides 
scheduled to leave Montgomery. 


local authorities 
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Memo):fi 

Mr. Ros^;g^ ! 


■'Ail 

vsvA-i'::., 


Tolson - 
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Belmont . 
Mohr _ — 


Callahan . 
Conrad — 


DeLoaoh . 
Evans — 
Malone — 
Rosen . — 


TO 


date: June 3, 1961 


Sullivan . 
Tavel — 


Trotter , 


FROM 


subject: FREEBUS 


Time of Call 11:50 a. m. 
/y7/^C . 


Tele. Room . 
Ingram . 
Gandy . 


arrest of 


Mr. Rosen teleph onicallv furnished information i^egarding the 

One Mrs. J. C^^PKomas of 



an elderly white woman was the complain^t in the case. This lady had to 
ride with one leg up on the seat which prevented* the seat being occupied by 
another passenger. According to the Sheriff James G. Clark, Selma, Alabama, 
had tried to sit in the seat on two occasions. In making these attempts 
had s at on the leg of Mrs. Thom as. Mrs. Thomas filed a complaint ^ 

assault and disturbing the peace. 


in Selma andf 
iJL' ■ 


but merel y an nhiferverJ 


and claims that he is not a freedom rider 


claims to be with the 


Upon being arrested by Sheriff Clark, was taken to the 


1/ 


jail and booked on the charges and arraigned before Judge Hugh Mallory. 
His bon d has been set at $750 on each count. He did not make bond on 
and was confined in the county jail. 


/// 

.-V/ ^ 


Mr. Rosen advised that the facts of the matter had been presejited 
to the U. S. Attorney, Montgomery, and the U. S. Attorney advised that he 
did not consider this to be a violation of the court order inasmuch as the order 

]when he departed from Montgomery, Alabama. 


had not been served on[ 


It is noted the bus departed at 11:30 a. m. , Montgomery time, on 6/2/ 61 and 
the judge’s or^er was not issued by the court until after 10 AM, 6/2/61. 

S-IOl yS'7-' d/1 

Mr. Rosen advised that there was a statement in the newspap^ jaiat 
Reverend King and others indicated they might violate the terms of the temporary 
restraining order. King was quoted in the paper having stated 'T think we have 
revealed through many experiences that we have no fear of going t o jail and 
staying in jail when necessary. We have transformed jails and prilBH§'ffdm“ 
dungeons of shame to havens of freedom and justice. " 


^ 'JUN 8 nm 


Mr. Rosen advised that local news articles reported lead©rs-of the 
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) in New York planned to appeal;th^ prder 
issued against them by Judge Johnson. Mr. Rosen advised that Commissioner 


of Police L. B. Sullivan has barred all newsmen from the jail and the police 


A offices and does not permit thena access^to reports of incidents' occurring 
in the city. S^B ro X M ^ HSC.D - ClA 





0 


'Of. 


/I 









Memorandum for Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Rosen advised that the trial is scheduled for Wednesday 
6/7/61 regarding the Negro leaders who had been arrested at the bus station 
in Montgomery 5/25/61. Rosen stated that it is speculated that Thurgood 
Marshall of the National Association for the Advancen aent of Co lored People 
(N^GP) and an attorney from Yale University named ] [ will be present 

to represent the individuals being tried* 



URGENT 

TO L^I RECTOR, ■ 

^ Tele. Room 

T^y TTtf^ttT W 

FROM SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-286/ 1 P Miss Gandy 

FREEBUS, RE N. 0. PHONE CALL JACKSON R A TO BUREAU JUNE SEGON^^^ 

FOLLOWING IS ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE DATA ON FREERIDERS ARRESTED 
SIX FIFTY FIVE P, M. JACKSON JUNE SECOND. BORn I 

I NYC, BROWN EYES, 

BLACK-GREY HAIR, REFUSED TO FURNISH DOB, 

BLUE EYES, MEDIUM, BROWN HAIR, I 
BORN AT NASHVILLE, TENN., 

BROWN EYES, BLACK HAIR. BORN 

NASHVILLE, TENN,, 

, BROWN EYES , BLACK HAIR, DOB 

AMORY MISS., 

» BROWN EYES, BLACK HAIR. 
dob AT OPALIKA, ALA,, 

BROWN EYES, BLACK HAIR. DOB 

MOIRENCI, MICH. 

POSST TWO YEARS. CORINTH MISS., NINETEEN 


6-3-61 


FIDIRAi S? :KVEj;^ATiori , ■ 

U. S. DEPARTHE4T OF JUSTiOE - > 

MMUNICATM^^ECTfON 7 

1-35 AM 


b6 

WFM b7c 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont——. 

Mr, Mohr 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach ' 

Mr. Evans— _y< 
Mr. Malone-—^ 
- 

m^ullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Mr, Ingram— 
Miss Gandy 


BLACK-GREY HAIR, 


BORN 


BORN 





DOB 


'OSST TWO YEARS. 


FORTYEIGHT. 


ATLANTA 


NINETEEN SIXTYONE , SIT IN DEMONSTRATIONS. OTHERS ADMIT NO P^OR 

ARRESTS, FOR INFORMATIOS^B^IIau; s^IP^aU P^ D ■f7A#KS^t^iri^lE THAT 

FREEDOM RIDERS CONTINUE rfllfl^GSR StSI^'E C iW~ANdTo UNTY^ JAILS. 

14 , JUN 7 1961 

END AND ACK . ^ ■ 




3-AO AM OK FBI WA JHA 


6 6 JUN is 1961 



mnm o? 

U- S. 0£PAHTf.1Etff OF JUSTIEF 

COMMUHICATlOfiS SECTfflM 
JUN3 1961 

-SEEBEYia^^ 


I Mr. TolsoU 

I Mir. Belmont 

I Mir. Mohr_, __ 

Mr. Callahan 

■ Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoaoh 

Mr. EvansL 

Mr. Malone 

! METSullivan 

, Mr. Tavel.. 

. Mr. Trotter 

j Tele. Boom 

I Mr. Ingram 

! Miss Gandy 


PM CDST 


UR^T (S-3-61 i~m PM CDST EAH 
4o DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM SAC, CHICAGO /157-NEW/ 2P 

FREEBUS., RACIAL MATTERS. RE BUREAU CALL TO CHICAGO, JUNE THREE, 
INSTANT, AND CHICAGO TEL TO BUREAU, JUNE TWO, LAST. ARTICLE, CHICAGO 
TRIBUNE, JUNE THREE, INSTANT, DATELINED MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, JUNE TWO, 
PAREN SPECIAL ENPAREN, STATES TWO MORE GROUPS OF FREEDOM RIDERS OF 
FOURTEEN PERSONS, INCLUDING TWO WHITE MEN AND TWO NEGROES FROM CHICAGO, 
LEFT MONTGOMERY BY BUS FOR JACKSON. MISSISSIP PI . MEN 

y 

FROM CHICAGO.^ . AGE'l OF 

I J ^T- — 7/ J 

\T SELMA, ALABAMA, 'CHARGED WITH ASSAULT / /VJj 

/ } 

AND DISTURBING THE PEACE. FIRST. GROUP OF SIX FREEDOM RIDERS ARRESTED / 

IN JACKSON WHEN MEMBERS ENTERED WHITE ONLY WAITING ROOM OF BUS 

STATION. SECOND GROUP ALSO SEIZED FOR ATTEMPTING TO INTEGRATE WHITE 

WAITING ROOM. SECOND GROUP INCLUDED THE I 




ALL OF CHICAGO. 


END PAGE ONE^„ 

se^mL HUSoK M ^ 


REC- 17 

T® JUN 1951 




50 JUN 14‘1961 





FREEDOM 


former c 

RIDERS ACTIVITIES IN CHICAGO, KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT PERSONS CURRENTLY 
IN ALABAMA FROM CHICAGO REFERRED TO IN TRIBUNE ARTICLE AND BELIEVES 
THEY MAY BE INDIVIDUALS WHO WENT TO ALABAMA STRICTLY AS INDIVIDUALS 
AND NOT AS ORGANIZED PART OF FREEDOM RIDERS FROM CHICAGO. 

eC-MR. ROSEN 
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IHniteb States; department of Jusittce 

OFFICE OF THE ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20530 


be 

hlC 


OCT 2s- 

tiOBU- MISC, 


Los Angeles, California 90024 
Dear 


This responds to your letter of October 13, 1978. 

As Mr. Shea informed you in his letter dated September 11, 
1978, any request for correction or amendment of information 
in F.B.I. records should be submitted to F.B.I. Headquarters. 


Accordingly, I have referred your letter and enclosures to the 
Bureau for consideration and direct response to you. If you 
are dissatisfied with the eventual response by the Bureau to 


your request for correction of records , you may appeal again , 

/sv^^7-Sb X 

recorded^ 


to this Office. 


Sincerely, 


I 




bh 

ggc 


15 

eie 

<s> 


1 1 T979 






1 


<2^79 



Richard L. Huff, Deputy Director 
Office of Privacy and Information Appeals 
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Los Angeles, Ca. , 90024 
13 October, 1978. 


Benjamin R. Civiletti 
Deputy Attorney • General 

Attentions Quinlan J. Shea, Jr, , Director 
Office of Privacy and Information Appeals 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

PRIVACY CORRECTION REQUEST 
of 


Dear Mr. Sheas 

I do not accept as final your determination to deny further 
disclosure of my records as stated in your letter of September 
11, 1978, and am planning further appeal of your ruling, 

I further continue to reserve the right to file a rebuttal/ 
correction after I have read all information requested. 

In the meantime, however, and on the basis of those records 
which have been partially disclosed to me in response to my 
requests of November 4, 1977 and July 3* 1978 and under the 
authority of the Freedom of Information Act, I have enclosed 
■some corrections. 

Nothing in .those corrections or in this letter should be 
inferred to suggest that I have accepted the determination in 
your letter of September 11, 1978 or that I have found satisfaction 
in my reasonable requests for Information to which I am legally 
entitled . 




. ENGL: 4 corrections: one page each on: 1) 7/28/66 memo to DeLoach, et.a 

2) 8/17/66 memo on Disturbance a 

Precinct 

3) on my 6/2/6 1 arrest in Selma, 

4) 6/1/77 memo to Rosen on Bethe 


acK 


WCLOSUBB 



In the 

Page one — 

1st Paragraph: 

t 

3rd Paragraph: 


Page three — 
5th Paragraph t 


Page four — 
3rd Paragraph: 


^fth Paragraph; 


correction submitted jby 


10/^3/78 


b6 
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July 28, 1966 i'ferao to I'lr* DeLoach et. al. : 

1.) Southeast Neighborhood House is not now nor was it ever located 
at 3310 18 th, Street I Southeast (in Vfashington, D.C.). That 

address may have been one of its many program out-posts, 

2») I resigned from the Young Progressives of America in 19^9 (having 
joined it in 19^ » shortly after the Progressive Party Convention)- 
Idien i quit, I took almost half of the local organization out with 
me, over a protest (which I led) against the domination of the 
national office in policies which I felt should be determined by 
members of the local chapter. 


3») In 1963 » I could hardly be characterized as a ’’relatively new membe 
of CORE”? I had been affiliated with COflS in C hicago since the earl 

had been a CORE headq 


1950*8 and my home at[ 




I never lived, at 2263 Ht. View Place, Southeast, Washington, D.C. 
That is the address of Southeast Neighborhood House. Ihe citation 
with reference to the Building Code, was the use of a space by the 
Neighborhood House for a program outpost :d.thout an occupancy permi 
one which it was found was the responsibility of the lessor, not ti 
the lessee (which was the agency, not me). 

5.) I have never been delinquent in the payment of rent, and since Fe'bi 

195$’ I have continuously been a homeowne r, not a renter* 

One September 7$ 1962, I was residing in | I 


Ihe debt referred to was initiated by F 


as a I 

from the Hyde Park Co-op Federa l Credit U nion. I had agreed to be c 
signer on an earlier loan which | I had made, and on which he 
made several payments. He then negotiated a new loan for which I i 
not a co-slg ner. Aop^ xentlv the Credit Union was unable to coUeci 


sum due from | l and so sought judgment in a Chicago court, al 
I was neither present nor Infojaned of it until later, Ifli en informe 
made man y efforts to find l I through his parents in I 

INien he did not pay the debt due, even though I had not bee 


co-signer on the loan in question euid could have contested the matt 
felt the moral obligation to the ciredit union and paid them the tot 
directly, payment to the Hyde Park Co-op F'ederal Credit. Union i 
Chicago vra.s not recorded by the attorney they had engaged to repros 
them in Washington, D.C. It v/as not until a couple of years later, 
Senator Robert Byrd (Dem, , W. Va, ) denounced me on the floor of the 
Senate as being one who fled a debt in Chicago, that I learned that 
was such a record. I had that record corrected shortly later. 


4 


conSKstion submitted by 


• be 

10/13/78 b 7 C 


In the August 1?, 1966 Kemo entitled 

DISTURBANCE AT 11th PRECINCT, , etc 

I do not believe ’that I was present at the meeting discussed. 


I know that 


|was never a member of my staff. 

I am certain that I never said or would have said "that it was not 
necessary to have adults on the investigative committee and that the investigatio 
could be handled con^iietely by teenagers." 

At the time of the disturbance ireported on the second page of 



on page 4 of a supporting document to . this memorandum, there 
is another reference to the debt which was allegedly mpaid in Ilay » 1966, 

That was not true; the debt had been paid and the matter is discussed in 
full in a correction to the Jxaly 28, I966 Memo to Mr* DeLoach, et» al, (page 
paragraph 4). 

on page 5» correct the "relatively new member of CORE' ; I had belongec 

to OCRS for about 10 years by then. 

also correct blrthdate to 


on page 7, 5th paragraph indicates that I was a member of the YPA 
in the summer quarter of 1950* That is not true. I had quit the YPA in 1949. 
I was not even at the University of Chicago in the summer quarter of 1950 • 


on page 8, the eillegation that my name was on a list of the Young 
Socialist League should 'note that it was unknown to m.e. Slndlarly, the claim 
that my name was mentioned at a meeting of the Independent Socialist League shoui 


note that it was unknown to me 


until rP>r!ftlTit of this fn.e from the P.B.I. 




on. submitted by 


10/13/78 


b6 
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Several corrections with respect to my arrest in Selma, Alabama on June 2 
1961: 

In' August 2 Memorandum to Assistant Attorney General Buidce Marshall: 
on page one there is the alleged denial that I was a Freedom Rider. 

This is patently \mtrue. I was identified by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Confer^ce in their advisory communiq.ue to the FBI as -the 
leader of the group of Freedom Riders on that bus, I'fhen Sherri f Clark 
boarded the bus in Se]^, he c^e directly to me and made the arrest, 
soliciting complaints from other passengers AFTER he made the arrest; 

I'iirs, J.S, Thomas .never confronted me with a complaint. Some woman vtas 
taken off the bus and was chauffered to the Judge in a separate Police 
car while the bus waited for her, I was advised by those I brought as 
• witnesses to my early efforts at a trial that the woman was returned to 
the bus shortly later and it went on. I did occupy the seat next to‘ he 

for a short while and she NSVEl had her leg on that seat. I subsequent 
yielded my seat to an elderly Black woman who was standing in the aisle. 
It was after that that ve arrived in Selma and I was arrested, 

I vfas held on $1500 bond for each of two charges (total of $3,000.) 
pending an August 3 trial (i.e.,for two months!) but SCLC paid for a bai 
bond to get me o.ut and save my life. I never ate breakfast and the only 
time I saw after my arrest was when he encouraged the other wh 

prisoners to beat me. My beating WAS reported to the FBI — by me persona 
and by my lawyers and my wounds were p^ 

examined by Rev., Ralph David Abernathy in whose home I was hospitalized 
Montgomery, Alabama) until I could be' flown North. Since white Doctors 
not and Black Doctors could not aid me, I v/as flovm to hot 

in Chicago where I recuperated. 




i 


h6 

hlC 




correction submitted by 

The June 1, 196? Memorandum to lir. Rosen from 
subject: BETHE3DA CLUB. . .. 

I absolutely never » ' • 

phoned the Bureau about any bax 

attended the Bethesda Club 

or called the Bethesda Police about anything! 

Ihe first I knew anything about this alleged Incident was upon encountering 
it in my FBI file on June 28, 1978. 

I am certain that I had not yet been to the Sive Gauche Restaurantl-it was 
not xmtil years later that I coirLd have aJfforded it! 

The entire incident is vinknown to me except for this file; I certainly 
was not the person who made the alleged call! 





F 





Koveis&©r 10# 1978 


omsisiE SOOT®. 


LOS _AngeieLS^^C^i,i 


191 


Dear 




'RiDse.s- Mist - 

Reference is made to yonr letter dated October 13, 


Please be advised that information maintained ' 
in the FBI central records system, to the extcmt it is • 
subject to exQB^tion pursuant to ^itle 5# United States 
Cods, Section S52a (j) and (k)# is exempt from the correc:?- 
tion and amendment provisions of the Privacy act of 1974. 
However, it is the policy 'of this bureau to consider each 
such request on an individual basis in order to reach an 
equitable determination consistent with the best interests / 
of both the individual and the Govemmeat* 

•> 

5^0 enclosure you furnished, will be made a matter 
of official record so that any futiure reader of our file' will 
have benefit of your observations. 


Sincerely 




MAILED 2 


NOV 1 6 1978 


/ i-ai. ' /S7- 3 ^7-Si}X I 

Allen Jf, McCreight, Chief - 
Freedom of Information- ^QT 
Privacy hots Branch 
Records ^ 


NOTE: Correspondent is identical to| fand^ 

numerous see-rjexi;erences. Believe that making his obser- 
vations submitted a matter of record the most equitable way 
of h'Sndling 'th'isppf^quest. Some of the references are 
apparently still 'uiider discussion. 
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UNITED ■ STATES GOvSfMENT 


TO 


FROM 
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date: 6-5-61 


subject: freEBUS 




\ 

Tolson — 
Belmont - 

Mohr 

Callohan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans — 


Malone _ 

Rosen 

Sullivan . 
Tavel 


Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 


On 6-5-61 SA 


at the Jackson, Mississippi, 


Recent Agency, furnished the following totals regarding freedom 
riders jailed, 3Iackson, Mississippi. 


Total arrested .65 

Total who made bond . ....... .17 

Total paying fine 1 


Total remaining in custody ...... 47 




\i/ Those who i mado'^ bond are; ■ 




* St:;- 

■'N. 

^ 




The individual who paid his fine is 




It is noted that eight of those on the first Trailways ' 
bus, 5-24-61, have made bond, eight on the' second Trailways bus, 
5-24-61. have made bond and one on the bus, 5-28-61, has -.made "bond. 

— f - I '‘I * ^ ^ _ ^.2 


In addition, 


JAC:vjh i 
(5) 


paid his 



t' f 


// ‘ 


, ir.. 


I I 






/&7- ' i3. V 7 

\ ^ 

• 9 JUN 80961 



62JUN15196f 



L 




;The' AUorvsey- Gtesrai . 



0\June'3j 


............................ 

^ \ Ifirscto?,' FBI j • . ■ • ..^ . i-.O---:, '• 

••'• ' v'--' ■' ■ t , ‘ ; , ■■ r ’ 

i'. '•■ • •KAcmt.MATTBja^-j^s'mircTioN of ' 

aircraft GE^OTOElrSK:^CLES^prva,t^IG!m ■■ 

'■ ■'■■■' cor!nc-c^ionT;4ih.^^.K.h5aJ•teJ■a^F3o^%oe;e^y/. 

Fo^jnson, oa3iixifs2, IS51 issued a . v ' . . ■ •■■' 
r ';'- :'preIUaH>rsxy jBiijrACtion agilssS itsa loHo'A??lng 4sismsdiis:- .•'-/J- v ,■ '■' 

• t/.’S. Kians, K}sis^,oi_tho Ktr'ICIes’KisB, ?nc;;>‘. \ .• . 

•'c Etaiiiits,. S'n^ g/a^s of fee K'u Klux -Inc.; 


Hobsat- ~.'.j. i^lteitba; 


/ Isstei’E; Cosrmjiasloijer <!i i-afc'Mc , 

■■ . ,- „■ .b’.' ■- .* ■/■' ^'0«^S'?l-aryV A!ay,'5.Kia| jMjd' ■" ' .. ; 

, • - Gs&^v?in J. FeppeKfealj, Chief oi' FoiieSj.-li&nigOHzsyyj Aiiibaissu-.' 

•- / .•'••, Jtt-tfgs Joferisoa also is-taevra tst&por&rv r8£fraln|s^ ojd^r agyJiist 
'the' foilswing: - .'''. . ■ '!■• 


_ ;'"-p - -Coagress of.FscM Eiiaslity:- .. 

' \v. SsuFr»ra Cbrisfian Le#Jsr3«lp Conlsrofiol 



■ Nn^nmo:.! ;.),.o. 
datjs- 


ftiToiiiteoksery CduatyJsSi Coancil 

tiideTit Kar-.hviMs ^fonvio!^ent f*i.Io%feEaeats' an'Unincorporaisa ssscclaiion, ,g | 
Snumesworth- s s>^' ' ' ■ - ■■•'■ ^''' ' 

artia’l.uiiier K.u?g. -.Jr. ■ I "-1LA ^ ^ 

'.: NOT'E'BGp:i®'BlS; 




^5 

} 

t»^r 

N'-: 

■i; 
) ■ ■ 

. 'O ; 

-N 


§i 

C 

i:: 

■ 

<5-^ 

E 

o 


'Mnba.AbcrMfe^.'and- ■■• W/JUN i2;.l'961, , 

I'A: • 1 ' #‘ 1 , ... ■ leJtJUN 8 iJC 


."1 



- r .h[) ' -1 -. Mr." DeL6aSh ;;:- / ." See'%of4'’6n'pa&e 4', , ,a > 



Lch_;;:- ." See’'hbfe'’6n'pag^''4', . 



. TELETVpi™T\DH--''^See memb ‘Rosb''^^o B'el^nli 6^^ 

. 'f ' captioned "FREEBUS, " FCW: jam. ■ ' '. 








1 



.'i’h'S AttotMy Gfi^^ ’_-' "!■' -■ : A " 

t^r.^agh. 07 ; Jn ^Sls/camafxVrlthg' ^ui-pose oi-tostirig tha state or'Iocal laws as /' ■ 
Us&sC' Ia%@ yeials to'rasisi ipagssgaticn arid i',ro:r coKrstjiUing.svijf ,act ' ■_!_ ■ . 

■ «a^j|?;t5srt,te caiJKa violene6\!spon jsa'3sc-«^^^ in intorsteta'-ebiVi&iSrcs or'..' ’ ', 

. otherwise iat8rierlng^%^ith? t^^ &es rsbvstitent Oi-interstata commerce ’in-the y’:' 
Hfsnspoi-tetior. cf'^aa'Udb -inter etate 'passeagsris la and tero'igli tka State of 

AigMvaa. . Jir%s johr^on ket'-'tli'e date lor teojiearisjs or fae temporary ,• •' .-:; .yy 
teestraS-rdRA pr0r \ -'I : ;V-. '■■ ■ v.;^ '.v 5'^ 

■ P' ' '■■T#b'ga-oaps pi. teaesos 'riaers traveled ..by Traite;a3^s bas frosiy-' 
i^fciORtgomors’, A^ab^ir.a, to'ssa.ckRbn;- Mislsisssijpi, according to plsii on.-'’- 


'g,to>ap'CQriBiated. of texu’iltegross ttnd th'£&$ Tfli lies’ degarting fr’oi-a, Montgbmary, 
Alabsias’, a« ra. , s.mljupsivtiteir, arrival in JD.CKSO£5i, ■ Missi3sipp.l, ste ’■ 
. iseafbsrs 01 . £'be..gs:cup tested terminal laciUties. ,Tbay- were s^roteptly 

' arscst’kf and eliariteti Tvitb lsreach; oS ttie psace/ The sebsiith xnsEifasr ■;•- ■ ' 

.rofrsrtsdly 'did rtet test tbs lacllitles b£«&ns3 li3 had to retom to bis home'- - 
li>r aft £i3®r*4*;-.6i?, ’ The ss^s who xyerS- arrested are la jail and trM-has baeir - ' 
Sct-laf S'.CKI p. in; .paJanoiS, IDSl; •'■•• ' ■'■■;• ’ :• ■- ' • ■ 


•:V-' ' ■•" ’ i. ;'The Geeond grebp eossletlag bl iiye K2£ross;s.n'd' three’, whit'i 
•iiep»irted c£c4'.tg?>5S?0ry, AlpbansSs. st-i?’:S'{) a. si:!, , June 2, 1981, w’bich 


2S ' :’ 

iites 


U. S. s^varaiTsl who in- turn mriete Uiadsformatten tivaiiable lo Juilge Johnson.. 
Judge. -.Jalni;Jon-r®t’aeste4 no sctloa .tn.sorsrsechoa ’fcdth’Jjfcls' giOap;- , Upos.tHsij; - ■ 
arrivrd jn Jaebsoa, ISas&sipBi, aavsa isbial'ers of, the second group \yere • V,- 
arre'sta’d w?ien’’ii.g¥ testa-a; th e faeilitls-s ol tb.e .bus igmaliaai. Tiso e!ghf?i-; 


meaitit 


iMi'its, rfiitiovaji {ro’pi .the- bus at jSsima,'; 


'ikteba-rAa^.-snd arrested bS'-.Salias CouBty.aut'nariiies aft-sr aa'el-Jerly ®hite 
■feiisate' pjiftssngor on, the S-iis swore out a.’rar.rkat charging hire with brea'di , - 
Oi thci pt'ace aEd aefifiEllr-i .’lijs tris.1 date lor-tlse seccnd'grbap has not i'ct . 
been 33t.-w,,^ / '■ ■ >y •f,. y-y ‘ ^ ■• ; '.y.;--;,:i ■• .. . .'•. 


lat y iggiais Umon University,’ r.,y 

aife‘irad oa J?5sg §,-lS3l J a group at five Ncgr-b • .Vi =.'■■; - 

iStiideuts of Ule t-nivsrsStj^ wbO-rAan to .go. to Jacks-on, Mtesissigp’l, as fr-asdosi’ 




■:.i- :■■■ 


\l V 


' , ■ 'b6 
■'b7C 



fj- 




- 



;■ .b6 

b7C 


Ativjs'sloy ^laaes?^^ •■ ■;. 


,e®s?<Jir.s4e plrat 
COEiaii'aie®, 




•^y-laiahdl.tQatRh itj to ' f' .f:l/ 

- b * SiadezjtKDiifiolssit Coordiiiatins 


- , ps-ivvioasi' 


ai'CdiTEeB. Ijavp 'not cpMi^raigdllsiforaatiGtj:'' 

V l/vt , 71 * - A V li « ,r.- ' ,*..■ ,. * ' ' ', 


teceSv^l tJat .raeusbets <3f,,Slgaja t.f« Fr{it8rnist.-??W8 ■, -. 

a.ojad^-ts fDrle,iiiS tp.'iserv-a as Lreaddis riders. " itess sessfcos- 

EC-.? e^ate that so -'rieiEtes of t^ta S'rrA^rmty feee.n ^recyyitsoi for this • ' 
pis-psm,- "'... ' - .;■-••■ .--;i.,- ■■ •.■:■■ -• ■■ -■ ■ .' . -■ .. ■- ■' 


■ , ■ . ..' ■ '*'.■ -^ -‘•■syta%'Q'^tjje Corsjsil ■Cojiiial.t'ic# AgaJcstaogrsgation 
'h&M ori'Amo.2f l&OJ,,. mspAmjim^ reside that 5 s-t-CFap l>.,sd iaft from dns ' • 'i - 
?raii:0tn-i£|-, t-ufe naitf^or- iipsHSstgriata. R^r tas- rrMsTStSty ’wks i^jrtner. v 

tfc5,'it<iScS. ; ^Ai3 oi.tsi=s g|:ddfc.0rs"at-^?,ti-£ rgg^tffig u-*3j- J | a '' ' -, 

freoi?oi.7j was a^^^X:2^sd ai JaeiiCi®, 'IvZt^sfssipp-t. ■oa.Mav’S'D. 182'i/-.- '• 

■ s>»o whO'%?a,2'V.Sji.‘ia0d a(tf.T X^sa'thg his fte3., - At iho rce-etiajJ I* ■-■•■ 

' 7ri\yedXodvas&:ia--a55d> oassast^Jl^joJIcs. siitss ■'■’ ! 

, -sL'aaJso £?.C'\i:',Ci‘ tij3 l?j5r^ relics of iisvirtu a. cshLio corps-’'. 

ov ao^s totbccd it* aitesi; ,frfiCi,(04j Vidors ij-i'id iiijgrojfa. He ajisd fsBsp'a-fl ■ =’ 

of ms^e'hj o; s..hs COT-2rs;i3,:af KaAtlal »3u;allt.y aro laWs'd • ' 

i'Oii-;’® r-si.)a.rt2:jonS: which 'forda ©-/sr htlovm^tion facsived . 
tas .t'iiita i-iifz-i-T-3 CiOux»cil, tpjefjjsra at trifs ffiseGtiagascoyragsiS freed-ois • - 
iic^'i^iS i'O-go •Scjijth'.si'i grC'fip.'j sd5 tt 'v¥sg 'fop-ortsd tiiat sfforts sire eow isoti!'?' ■ • - '■■- 

. -s-^EElo to_rscrBit,wU?ts iossieo ae fosedosa ridsrs. ; ,V' ,.■" 

;-;h ■ -'• • ■■•■ H bait beea-j-cj^tsd 5&at;&.fr«a!2o!m raUy wiH fee ijew at ihb ■ •■■ • 
Ko'ajit oavet i^s??ist;C{^c& }.« iiew tor!; CHy si StSG p,.s5, , fyns 5, 'd' •.' 

is58 y.5;'p-3so sJ cho rrlij-'is to pTSts'st-tlts'l’aLtinf; of IrscfloKi flcisrs as-d to ■- -•■• ’ 
seauro Satisr.^rpro'swcti’ils for Itus MonUtarri CaristiaA I..-esd&vsht3'Ccriarers;'-s ^ ■' 
Spsrirsfu rsptyft&iliF ws!l' lacZcifid .Hdoers^K? M'artsn Lkti-r “ 

-Fc-veyead A&cras^'a«df-lvoWMo<J-J'. U 'SSutilc-swcjrthr, Sponsors, of ■.■:■ ’ 
ble raXly ?.re r£sx>riod to bs tea 'feiiiiai .«4r,?ioR Co'ffl.a.i!asl.on, of ths Eiaplre ' ' • ' ’ 

'■ Stuta t'fo.wsstloni ss-5 as.lfewrYsyk IMvisJon oi its- Sonthera Chrisilaa ■ 

LdtwJsap/'dp'Cc-Bfer-eiise.f'.' • x ",- -,7 -, 


;••:•■• ■ •■_' - yar,set. la Rgroresa' §hKttte3?/af th; ' |Rr or)ffia«'oB 'tiaa .belia '-. 

racoiyeil feat fse aa.3 £6rkiltiriii.atlir s.egg'otad a-'cte^yob r.t | 






i." 






io Us ‘ A co'a?{c;eiitv3li source iis.«3 advised ej^at a laz^'s cit^ . ■, /• 
^kJo CorasKKBist Partyj tsOeiio^ vim hold K’aj'.S'i,' 1951/ in.New Yorit / 
City st -'wfasoK GoaBaBj GeaorKi Geerotra'y.ox tlio CoiiimuEigt Party, USA, ■. ' ■■ 
urgea argasised, rtapport-sl &s frseaoas ridors. . Ks strsssed tliSii.naed for-.*/ 
iKer*a£i?5g Yrso' Hacili-gr aKfiiske-cS ^rot*ist3 atid the v/rUing letter c ancl' 

so.n*i5s3g Qi teiegranus to Uiii Frsskteet.ana iha Attorney Gotiarai askiiig them .•■ 
to fui£lll tfKiiS' proraisoa c-b ci?il ■rlghtSd-. • , ■ ^ \ ; '- ' / 



; ■ •'■ . lUisrlii y A:£ol3ort Gib'ey, Sines Cqraaty, Jaeksoa,- Mississippi/-: , 

(!ks sfiviEEd that lha IHads iCouRty. Soars. of Supervisors uE^iicocsly , " 
roiostassd.SiSss Tkosias, ' S’Sfpsrlrienssnt oi’ tse Birid'a County Ponal .Farsi, '•■'■ . • 
E?ter receiv|6£ a ropcirt oljtbs irivoctigaliorj conducted- by- Shox-iS Giifoy. ■ ‘Bionias 
is the irK3iv-kh.32i Ti.'hG aUagedly-hiifitreated too of'ft^a. ireodsa"> risters for ialiing ': 
to aaoi7sr'qu.estip5is o roparlyh '.Slvoi-AC GiKgy acl^isad tlis Bcisrd’tbat his liiidiags ;. 
wsi’s to tbs ottC'Ct tba.tl the victims,, was not jiit ■' 

'as etoiaiGd foul instead roceivea a sKiaiX iacei'fetioa on the he-htl -in a sewfSia.'. - '•'! 
'(.vlCii Thovri 2 £. a-liile Tboit»a|s m? doienoing-bhaself. , ?3iMoy stat^;M3 lSndihgs';..-, ■ 
trere-bagsr; o?j stsAsAieHte bhion'iroiH'i’hou^^^^ thres guards, .a'jaiisr as'd' •t ’/ ■- 
ton i^bltg'aKd .Megro ianiatos chosen at T&n&sku ,• ■ . 

■ a to rspo'rtod tbkt the l.r^4piT3 riders in jail .at Jackson/' Mlasiasippij ' 
'&S 0 coBi-iiffihig thoir hmf,sr strike/ -‘ ^ /■•■ /-V ' 


■1- -/ilr,, Byre-r* Jv., Whito., '| : ’-■■‘i.-i-.-c' - ' ' '' • . -■/ ' , "■ .• . 

Coney::, ■’ /;•/ 

• 1 AttorW : - //Vr ;jlassified.-'^«fT«i^: i^cause' • , 

•■ . •' ;.'-»..exposur.e of source would be , 

■ . f/- '/ ;j/-prejudicial to the defense' of the ■'' 

,r‘-.:Asslfiiair-t Attorney Getieral, •..'./- ^ V"' . ' ■/ ■-, 

Walter^ ydagl^y'. ^ •'/; • ";■} .-/• ;/ : -.. "-i: . ../-'t''." 

•/- AsslotaKt.Aitoxney_Ceiseral;. /■’ 

-'■ Miller/ '■ ' ’-..V''''/ -/ - " 
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URGENT 


TO MRECTOR FBI 


6-5-61 


OM SAC NEW ORLEANS 


FREEBUS . 


7-02 


157-264 




PM CST 


CORE, NEW ORLEANS, ADVISED TODAY GROUP OF FIVE 


WHITE MEN AND THREE NEGROES DEPARTING NEW ORLEANS SIX FIFTEEN AM JUNE 
SIXTH NEXT VIA TRAILWAYS ENROUTE JACKSON, MISS. NO TESTING OF PUBLIC 
FACILITIES WILL BE MADE UNTIL ARRIVAL JACKSON, IF NOT JAILED WILL RETURN 
NEW ORLEANS BY BUS. LOCAL AUTHORITIES NEW ORLEANS AND JACKSON ADVISED 
AS WELL AS LOUISIANA AND MISSISSIPPI STATE POLICE. 


END AND ACK PLS. 

5-02 PM OK FBI WA WS 
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■ ' , ■■■’• ■ ^ • -C . S^':-; -\v l 

•/ Attorney ^enera€^^ r Snne 1> '1961 :' 


my 




- mBSDOH-EIDk 19Sl''-'--'-^^^ 


June li 1961 


I3SD0H- BIDS. 1961 •••--'' • ^ - 

2XAB iiA'rmsj s>BSi?au6iioiF. 'OF-,^-'--: ■' ■: '■■■ 

aCEAFr/OE'EOi^OR : XJD 

”■' ' ■/' ■! ' - .‘’ '■'*' y<:^ 

■in QQnnection t?itb .t^ injimctioii. hearixig’ at ' U. 




. M 


S , ■., EfiCiffi. UMISES; DEStBDGtlOH OF. ' : • ' S®l 

. ■- AiEcsAFS 'OE' iiewoa VffliciiESj CI7IL Eimrs 

' ’* - - < . ’ 


fi*- ^ , , 

G j .; . ; Eugene -gonnor^ ; mraiaghsEi.y-. Aiabma, Felice- _ , - •' 

' ' '■.■ ■ 'b . - Oo^.iss'loney-' ' ^ V • " • ^ ■'. ' ' 

0^- Uo0TQf piraingli^,!'Clalef ef ..^olice^lV' ' ■ ■ ' - • 

hearing was dbiitiaued. w'it\-:2'agai?d tqi^tbe' otfiGi*:,' “ 
- - 4a^endants lncIudiag^l^.■'■ B. :-'guiliy,©a,' '3Soatgdsu3s*y ‘Cd^issi-oaer ; ’ 

Affairs, ,-and ,0.-' J,:-Biipp©atbal-,‘ ilobtgda©^' Chief ,o^-' ' 


j, '!^Mdntgofflery‘, ..Alabma,. tb©- j»roedediagS:’’x/ere. dismissed -da' ' ;' ' . • 

j : ■=;'^’ ■"'•IJay. 31, :■ 1061, .witli'regardr^'^o tb,e e^ldwing defeadatit'a'.’only.;-^ 

'.- .^.' . • ‘ :',. Federated SlaaS'- . . ' ■' • .- - ■ . ■ . ' ■:. 


■I 

■... .-'in 


’ j' ^ ® 


1;; S. - •• -A'tiew' group- of appr'oxipateXy ‘eight fr©GddM-%rid©rs*.‘’'- . 

yryfn .^F' .travel frdn Atia»ta, 0sorgla> _ to . Soatgpme^y,' 

I ■' - t^Sii to , Jaefesoa ,, ' |/ississi;^pi ^-dn , Jaae»-1', . 1961’^, ha^|. V' .' 


5 '■' . ---.r.;.. - - -7- ■. ^"7vr; ,■: 

: ' =5 . ,. " ■ ; ,' '-' - < ' . : -Kine ,f reedois’' 'sfiders-:;^ad . planned , to frois ■ .';; 

■ ITash^ille,,; Tennessee, 'tp'_ Jach'spa, Mississippi ,Vph:;., June 
■; fi-v;,., however,, five' of;' the -group have decided: -not-' to ’-goi-t^nd'-th# trip 

f;- ^'';_^a3r»'he .canceled. ^ \-’ ' >1 , •' --".-'i- ■ ^-r' • ■ .f- ' 

..;■;. •' .*-. ', i 'r • Uii’ii I ■ ■ iLd .J ^ : : ^ i_— - ....' .;. ' I . ■j 

■ ■'■.vl T the nonviolent 1 reedoife ■ / 


;■.}■ ’rid# ’■movement ‘ Hashville, ; advised' 'on ifay’ Si,' l961i, that-., -. 
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to iJashvill© froai- Atlanta , 


:k- returning- '/■ 


.1 -Mr. "■Mohr"'-' 


1 

9 

|jg| 

|T 


^jj 

pfl 



Wm 


i 

iHi 


mwibai 

nn 




READING” 








,;Vb7C 




■'';i 


,ThQ Attos'ney ;C5en@3?al,; b ,'7-'' ' '''■-' v-’i'"! r. 




,■ V' ■/ 


'-bb . ..:-'''''§^'uyc'© 

hav^©V*jsta-iea tKat' 




%e3?e aiaong ^iv#. CqiHiIiT^tt®itES©^3:*bv©Vi&6~^^^ 

ISSi* , tattenbbd--' ''■ ■ J 

a\Coag:bb^^' ■Ebbail'ty; ^Hbrl?s|i6|>-^aft©ir-''vjiiica:''^sj'eb anb' ■'' 

‘thrb© P_thei‘.:btud.aatj3' abboEipaniPd;, b‘ grbbp fa’bedbm. sfi^GT'm. ■>„ - : 


; ,r-^V';'. '’a\,, tQi. 'jab&bbn,,;i M©bt^sippi’^/;-©ii©a?b thpy" t!;brb^ari»ei3ted.>oa Mby' SO* 

I -b :.;v :1Q6k;;;v' 

':;: 'i ! ' ,’■. \ _ | ybturab(i\ tbi Cpyjaeliafyom^^^^^ ^q- ‘'’7-:‘.,;* ;'b. t-'.’', 

•;'. ' ''„ ' , -iastjipuct ■ othe3r:;^1;ud©iita= y^hct -a j?©;’’ yolunt'ees^i’bg ‘ -bb v;f ’i!>©b«l6iA 'm*$ i a*.- -I-’-.'/. •'", . ■ ’ : 
” '2?ideiPb^'';'^crbit®en%;>||c»^b;>3?©^^0ia^'imnd50d-^ > 

■• \ -.y . ^gaiiJuSfb 'Sbgybgat'iob''^' • i>.p~ -'' ■- 

• ^-: .'•;'^ .*;' prbpa»ed to '.ppbad- -^ail. abd' ' this- ba^- babsod^many • ; 

T- ’ '.' ^■^<^ '3^p7raitt;-f3?p)a^i?oJbat©02?iag^-'i ■v-^^^-■■./'^■■■'■::■■ •. y.-v;',, .:■ '•i:;v>: ;-b-' ■.;•■/• ’r--'.- 

. •' ' V ’tf- * ■•'••N''''’ ' ■; ^Kia- ]^efedrts4'..t7ft'l;feVb’«?ifT5ra4 tit<a^ ^^'^.«*k^yJ'«kWsaA- -'j;.‘-'b’ ' ; ' ,.i 


!%} Cb|ma'it,tbb:» 


'' .">• '' / . btudbats' hav©’- ' indicated ■• a ■'dbsiff©y-'ta/:se3?7/b: ■■as'-'-: 


T-'.;, ■ .V 


% , •■;';--:v;pbbplo-;ojf ■ , Jachsob*';. j^'i^bboa /bllbgbdiy:’ ''hasb''aisb; 'iibeb- dh- tobch' : /7b-''i 

/, b-'y -;-;,^^Sfith.btbd©bts CfbybbiJ’'^aftd'yhb3;;>rb<iu©stbd.,thbt .-7' 
'r ^ '-,■' ; : ■” ■■•' seat'-tp-'. thb 'AttpyBby^Goabrai this, ' tbga2:d. ’.Tb:e'''';':^s<?hsbR'- . -. .’7'7;Vy' ;7':'' 

. ;‘ '.ib-, r. ,p63.ib© haVe, statbd’ftbat7ail-'''Oif7thp..:7t'b0dom^b^ at© dibii©a?"7’ '. .7'7--7-,; 
', '.ob:|!a373I,- 1901*: 7 ':'.'. ■ -' b /' ,'.:7 ,> 7-'-C&,7,, y, .,7; 7:;;- ’7 ^,,• . 

’i* ■''*• : '■ ■- ■ ■■•-■'. ■'•.jb.. ■':'■>•.'] ' i ’■' t.- ''M'"'-'- 

. -.y -i-;. /y .■. ■ . • . ••- - — . . ■■ . ' . » • y -. ■ i , , n — -.- ■-,..■■" 'b' -y :y-' •, 


i^hd/'^bas'.'argWi 


C '7-7 


-f'’- *:i’ . . ./ " 7;,:'',r ' ’'-'I' • :y,‘ ■'•■‘;7 ■'^ ‘y'*'-'-- '* \;./*-y, ■ y»--\ -y,, . 'y.V,*.' ■- . 


vi- gy-^ 












,■4 t'- 






' • - ^ V , - V 


'! ' 4.>.l#,ter;CQia--'^aS^’ '31'v-;10glv :'- whiicfi /f h -' -- ‘■ 

L _v,v ■\::/:\'-r'yith€«t'’icfea^^ .Ibtteg' l ■;> '; • '.'f: vt 

da^/'liut. that 'li© iB 'unde3?-':-.h glairing'-^ight^ - '■"' 

1'^" -i'; ; T'^ ': '■ v'-3?he, ifhcksoii; ‘^oiicej-'h'av tiiatj [ haB- ' i/-r' ^' ''., •. 'V, 

--'.-.:,x::-; V/'.h ;i>Mvat0.-'ceXX/^‘whl<QhV-:^aB'-gi^0a;;to:''hi^^ /■ ■;• "•'"- .' ! 

r - 'hiid', -straet"' light. -BhihBB'-throhghLV' the-" 




'hp';-fi?©‘edam 





■ :'^d^p'0^Mn; iaasB'-'-;a<?,tlpa*-* 51;'it^shci^uid ' BB'e^':-.out,;V ahd.;^ act- -'In.' ''its/.- V; a 

'pat, forward' ita.'dt?h -^’'i^egsp.edtive*’^'?- ': 


hrttple. -,?v:‘'V 


-. ■ •■■•'./’ c./.A- ^5% ;visncxQBpa ,Y/xica.'i3ag^:’s :ie*i;©r,'waS’ a:-eopy---ex-a» 

":,..'-'\:t4.-'r'-;. '■ “v'/, ■'' ,• 


■7./ 


* -j>. ^ . 





'L'* 




|: -ther-sup.reisapy' .■ '. 

' ' of tjnitbd ;State0 wlibrovea? ft is 


'■'■■■■ ' .■■-;•/ Affai^^s”'; 'is,.,a..k6ntthiyy the. •iGP9.S4-.;^^j|f,Uj>,^ ■ '■' 

'. ■' 'Sj r E^tiibJ^/'pbi^tiAeat' 4ovolo]^^ aatteje.'^.^fl 

;_!-■ b.e-- :plrb^ptf y- 'br0^ ; pf:fthe ^ ;lJOpArti|Sat j • ■ ■■; ■•■,; ■ " ,. 

jV.‘‘ 'v-' V" ^ <. ‘■./ 'VJ'-I -'^Hr/ V •" '•*A';-‘''- . 

■' -■* ;•'■■ ^ ■•' •';*" ' ;‘'‘:‘’-'r--:{^ t'"' ;- 

“IC C--‘ '•'.’ ’-I' '■!*'•• Assistittrt'’Ai^^ .•: -. -/ -'.K‘‘'-r ," '1 ' "-'iS' 

;■: '.i^..; Assist aat, Attbraey'-Qone^ai'.-vV’^^;^^ •••;4-V ' :v ’ - 

^ : • ■.' '■'•{ ■• Attof^iiey • 'Oe^era’i' • .; : ;• .:••/• "-w - 

^ < ■- ; ;TrbasW.v-^i... -;?'::;f r' '••' •'v ' /• '■ ,■ /' : :.• l x 

• >r ^ ’ V . ' * - J. •** * ' J ^ ' ■ ' /''' ^ ' ■ * '* '* ? * - ’ • ^‘ >t* '• ' * ' • • S ' \' ' *"« • ' • '*•- ’’•• ’ ' 

‘ .' • "' *'' ''."''V/t * '' /. ' ''■ i .‘ ‘‘i'" *' ' ■* ,' A-* ’ ’.'* •' **'''. ' ,' .' ' .''■ -’v. '■'< , ", ,\ * ' ** ■* /* 
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’'Memorandum 
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FROM . : 
A i 


subject: 


I.lr. BelinonC^-///'' 


date: 6/2/61 


'■ V 

A, RosejfC^ 1 V 

/}pp)dq o . • j 


SYNOPSIS 


-.Tolson 

/* V PcfrSjOns \£i 


' i I Mol^ , 

{ j Bolmo 


/ ’Trottor 

f W.C. SuUivdn . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram _ 
? Gandy — 



|l A V/ it ness at injunction hearing 6/1/61 testified 

I that on 5/20/61 he sav/ an PBI Agent and some NBC men on a 
truck. Actually, an ilgent v/as driving a truck while another 
Agent was raiding on the truck to take photographs. 

The has advised that if 

I who previously testified, v/as in a position to observe the 
|c^ I activity on 5/20/61 he was "goofing off"because his duties 
^ I jcequired his presence elsev/here. 

a Twenty-eight male freedom riders at Jackson refused 

rlbrealcfast 6/1/61 and allegedly will fast indefinitely to 
ifiEipress the Attorney General v;ith the deplorable situation 
;|in the South, 


I [freedom rider who was 

allegedl y mis treated at Hinds County Penal Farm on 5/29/61, 
has paid! [fine and been released. 


j Freedom riders assembled in Montgomery 6/1/61 without 

h incident and plan to proceed to Jackson in two groups at 
k|7:00 a,m. , CST, and 11:30 a.m., CST, 6/2/61, They v/ill test 
||tlie facilities at the bus station in Montgomery before leaving,, 

|| [states he is heading a 

[committee being established to coordinate freedom riders and 
|will advise the Atlanta Office of all organized freedom rides. 

J I convicted at Birmingham 

I 6/1/61 on two counts of inciting a breach of the pej 2 .ce, 

I Sentenced to 90 days and fined $5Q0 on each count and released 
ion JS2,000 bond, 

I Robert Shelton, Imperial Wizard-, A.lafoama Knights, 

I Knights of the ICu Klux Inc,, allegedly has documentary 

I proof that AFL-CIO contributed $5,000 tov/ards CORE freedom rides. 

1 - -Mr, Mohr . ' / /1/My 

J 1 - BeLoaah' ■'MS JUN 12W — / Mj^ 

1 1 Mr, Bvans -4* ,« iiiii e 16as m 


JitJM ^ 






COPY FILED -5’ 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 






Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RS; FRSEBUS 


has remarked that he believes the FBI 


d' 


' After tlie '^'/iiite Youth for Segregation Rally he ld. 
by the National States Rights Party I ~l 

went to a bar and grill. 

■ informant states 

I were at Reverend i^bernathy ^s church v/hen violence 
j erupted 5/2i/6lJ I took tear gas bombs to 

f the church and | | 

I turned over an automobile in the vicinity of the church. 


sum of 


I had bee n paid for racial violence and the 

was mentioned.! 


iniormt 


led the xmpressxon 


engage i n the violen ce at the Montgomery bus station I 
and that l [ received a large sum of money, 

( Freedom rides being orga.nizsed at Richmond, Virginia, 
to depart for Alabaraa and Mississippi on 6/3/61 and 6/5/61, 

ACTION 



Geiieral , 


A memorandum is being prepared for the Attorney 
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 


DETAILS 


At the injunction hearing on '6/1/61 j L, B, Sullivan, 
Commissioner of Public Affairs for Montgomery, Alabama, was 
asked if he had any personal knowledge concerning photographs 
taken by the FBI of the incident at Montgomery bus station 
5/20/61, Sullivan testified that he did not have any personal 
knov/ledge of this matter, * 


I an investigator for the State 

of Mississippi, testified that he followed the bus into, 
Montgomery on 5/20/61, observed no activity at the bus station 
and drove another area to park his car. Upon returning 
to the bus station he found there had been considerable - 
fighting. 


[ 


]also testified that as he was proceeding 


to the bus station after parking his car, he observed an FBI 
Agent on a truck and also saw some NBC men on the truck, f 


said he did not know what the Agent was doing on the truck. 


It should be noted t hat SAF 
the area and that SA[ 


in "order to take photographs < 


|was driving a truck in 

]v;as riding on the truck ' 


iZit-h regard to 


v;lio previously testified at the injunction hearing 


and v/ho allegedly v/as t hreatened after his testimony , the 
I I has advised that, if I K vas in 


a position to observe any of the activity on 5/20/61, as he 
testified, then he was "goofing off" because he should have 
been el sewhere in the performance of his duties, | 
is 'checking into this. 


Sheriff J, R, Gilfov at Jackson., Mi ssissippi, 
received a letter signed ] For the Freedom 

Riders," The letter stated that beginning 6/1/61 the freedom 
riders who are in jail at Jackson would enter upon a fast for 
an indefinite period. It was also stated that the freedom 
riders v/ere appreciative of the courtesy exhibited. by the 
sheriff and that the fast v/as not directed against any person 
but was intended to remind the freedom riders of their "task 
of reconciliation," 


• Sheriff Gilfoy advised, that 28 of the male freedom 
riders refused breakfast on 6/1/61 but the 7 women freedom 
riders all ate breakfast and he believed that the women may not 
have been aware of the fast. 


3 
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 


The Jackson Solice were advised by the fbeedam 
riders that thoy v/oro not protecting the quality oi the 
food but their fast v/as motivated by a desire to impress the 
Attorney General with the deplorable situation in the South* 


I I one of the two freedom ' ■' 

riders allegedly mis treate d at the Hinds County Penal Farm 
on 5/29/61, has paid | [ fine and has proceeded to New Orleans, 

•jt 

On 6/1/61 freedom ridei's assembled in Montgomery,, 
having come from Nashville, Tennessee, and Atlanta, Georgia, 
v/ithout incident. Some of them were spending the- night at 
the home of Reverend Abernathy and it y;as thought that others 
were spe nding the night at the home of I | 

I \ in Montgomery, They did not test the facilities upon 

arriving in Montgomery and they passed through the station 
unobtrusively and unnoticed. 


The freedom riders who arrived in Montgomery on 
6/1/61 plan to proceed to Jackson, Mississippi, on 6/2/61. 

One group consisting of four Negroes and three v/hites plans 
to leave Montgomery for Jackson, Mississippi, by Trailv/ays Bus 
at 7:00 a.m., Central Standard Time, 6/2/61, A second group 
also consisting of four Negroes and three whites plans to leave 
Montgomery for Jackson by Trailv/ays Bus at 11:30 a.m. , Central 
Standard Time, Both groups have stated they plan to test the 
facilities at Montgomery before leaving and that they plan to 
test the' facilities at Jackson upon their arrival. 


of the 

Southern Christian Leadership Conference, advised on 6/1/61 
that he is heading a committee which is being establishe d to 
coordinate freedom riders throughout the South . F ~l will 

be in <^iarge of all publicity but no press releases will be 
made ax this time due to the instability of lav/ enforcement in 
Alabama, I I v/ill advise the Atlanta Office of all 

organized freedom rides. 


Reverend Fred L, Shuttlesworth was convicted on 
June 1, 1961, at Birmingham . of two counts of inciting a breach 
of the peace. This arose out of his association with freedom 
riders, Shuttlesv/orth v/as sentenced to serve 90 days and v/as 
fined $500 on each of the two counts, Shuttlesworth was released 
6/1/61 on $1,000 bond on each count or a total bond of $2,000, 

He denied at his trial that he had caused COES members to visit 
Birminghani. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Belmont 


information has been received that on 5/31/61 
the Tiarrior Klavern of tho /ilabama Knightg) 

Eu Klux Klan, In c,, held a meeting at v/hich| 

I I stated that Robert Shelton, Imperial 

T/isard, has documentary proof that the AFL— CIO contributed 
$5,000 to the Congress of Racial Equality to assist in the 
recent campaign to break segregation in interstate travel. 


of the Civil Sights Division of the 
Department of Justice has remarked that ho believes the FBI 
has good informant coverage in the. Birmingham area. 


-Additional information has been received concern- 
ir<j for Segregation Rally held by the National 

States Rights Party on C '29/61. Informants have advised 
that Jesse B, Stoner appeared to be the principal organizer 
and his chief assistants appeared to be Emory Burke, 


led by[ 


■After the abov e meeting a group of[ 


Montgomery|_ 


] persons 

|v/ent to a bar and grill in doy/ntown 

J indicated that[ 




v/ei-e ' at Revei'end Abernathy ^s chui*ch ?;hen a violent mob 

gathered there on l I 

took tear ga s bombs to the church, ! 

I ~| turned over an aut omobile in the vicinity of the 

church and it \yas alleged that] 


The informant overheard] ^ 

| had been paid for partic ipatin g in racial 
violence at Montgomery, The amount of| |was mentioned 


I The informant gained the impress ion| 

I to engage in the violenc e at the Montgomery 
I and that ] I had received a large 

sum of money for making such arrangements. 
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Meinorandum to Sir. Belmont 


Information has been received indicating that 
college students may engage in freedom r ides to illabama 
'and Mississippi from Richmond, Virginia. I I 

v/ho is organizing these rides, advised on 6/2/61 that 
four or five individtials plan to leave Richmond by 
Trailv/ays Bus on 6/3/61. The time of departure and the 
identity of the group was not known . l~ l also stated • 

that a second group is scheduled to le^ve Richm ond on 6/5/6 1 
but the details of this trip are not yet known. [ I 

stated that he will keep the Richmond Office advised concern- 
ing details of freedom rides originating in Richmond, 
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Elr. Rosen advised at 7:47 p,m., 6/1/61, that the 
two buses in which the freedom riders from Nashville, Tennessee, 
were passengers and which left Birmingham at 3:00 p.m. today 
arrived in Montgomery at 5:45 p«m., GST, He stated they could 
not tell whether there were four or six freedom riders inasmuch 
as the riders did not attempt to test the v/hite facilities.' 
There were no incidents at the bus terminal and no arrests i 
v/ere made . 


At 9:36 p.m, Mr. Rosen advised that the bus con- 
taining the freedom riders from Atlanta, Georgia, arrived 
in Montgomery, Alabama at 7:30 p.m, , GST. He said that again 
the riders did not attempt to test the white facilities at 
the bus terminal. There were ho incidents and no arrests. 


In each instance the area of the bus terminal 
was well patrolled by local and county officers and the local 
authorities had things v/ell under control. 


He stated that he understands that some of the 
freedom riders may atteBipt to test the v/hite facilities 
at the bus terminal when they leave Montgomery tomorrow 
morning to go to Jackson, Mississippi. He .will knov/ whether 
the riders take any bus other than the 11:30 a.m,’, GST, bus. 
The local authorities, of course, will be notified of any 
pertinent information received by us. 


V/ith regard to 


the driver of the 


U. S, mail truck in Montgomery who testified in the hearings 
in Montgomery and v/ho stated yesterday that he had been 
threatened, there have been no further developments, 

Mr, Rosen stated, however, that the P ost Office Department 
is a little concerned about P ~| iQ this matter because 

he stated that if h'e was in a position to observe any of the 

activity at the area of the Post Office on 5/20/61, he was 
"goofing off" because he should have been elsewhere at the 
time performing his duties. The Post Office Department is 
checking into this, , 

I ^ I*" 
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OfTIONAl f0RM'>10, 10 . 

UNITED* STATES GOVERl^PiPr 

Memorandum 


TO : Mr. Belmon 


m 



FROM 


A. 


date: 


June 2, 1961 




subject: FREEBUS 


Mr. Rosen called from Montgomery, Alabama, and advised 
that Federal Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., had issued a / injunction 
against the defendants named hereinafter: /preliminary- 

' U» S. Klans, JCnights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.; 

Alabama ICnights . Knig hts of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc.; 

I 1 U. S. Klans; 

Robert M. Shelton, le ader. Alahania TfTtrigbts ; 

[both of whom 

engaged in violence at Montgomery, Alabama; 

Lester B. Sullivan, Commissioner of Public Safety, 

Montgomery; and 

Goodv/in J. Ruppenthal, Chief of Police, Montgomery, 
/preliminary 

This/ injunction enjoins these groups and individuals from conspiring 
to interfere with or committing acts of violence upon or threatening 

individuals in the free movement of interstate commerce. 

> 

Judge Johnson also ordered a temporary restraining order 
against the follo?/ing: 

Congress of Racial Equality 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Montgomery County Jail Council 
Student Nashville Nonviolent Movement, 
an unincorporated association; 

F. L. Shuttlesworth all INF<foflATIOir tlOlOTAl^ 

Reverend Ralph P. Abernath y ^ 0 

I 1 and officers, members, agents, 

employees and all acting in concert with them to cease their activi^ties 
in freedom rides and similar activities. Judge Johnson set the date 
for the hearing on the temporary restraining order for 6/12/61. Judge 
Johnson commented that if his orders v/ere violated there would be 
klansmen, policemen, city officials, and Negro pa^achers serving time 
in a Federal penitentiary. ^ ^ 7 "“ ^ 

1 - Mr. Mohr ■ ■ ' 

1 - Mr. DeLoaoh 

JRMrers > 0 ' ^ 

TO yONl 3 1961 — — = 
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Memorandum to Mr* Belmont 
Re : RREEBUS 


The restraining order provides that the above-named 
individuals and organizations are temporarily restrained from 

(a) sponsoring, financing, assisting, or encouraging any individual 
or group of individuals in traveling in interstate commerce 
through or in Alabama for the purpose of testing the state oz* 
local lav/s as those laws relate to racial segregation! 

(b) committing any act that is designed to cause violence upon, 
or. threats toward any passengers in interstate commerce in and 
through Alabama; and (c) otherwise obstructing, impeding, or . 
interfering with the free movement of interstate commerce — 

in the transportation of bona fide interstate passengers in and 
through the State of Alabama* 
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SAC I |of the New Orleans Office h^ furnished 

the following information: 5^' ^ 

A confidential informaht of the New Orleans Office 
who has furnished reliable information in the past advised 
that a meeting of the Original Knights of the Ku Elux Elan 
was held last night at Bossier City, Louisiana. Purpose of 
the meeting, which was attended by 29 members, was to formu- 
late plans for action on the part of the Elan in the event 
freedom riders travel to Shreveport, Louisiana. 


the Original Knights of 


the Ku Elux Elan, Bossier City, stated that he would have 
approximately . one hour advance notice if freedom riders came 
to Shreveport. I 


[ 


the Elan who would rendezvous 


in Bossier City, a suburb of Shreveport, and then proceed to 
1 ^ the bus station at Shreveport, 

. At the bus station in Shreveport four Elan members 
would be stationed at each of the four doors io the station 
and nine members would be stationed inside the bus depot .H. 
Should the freedom riders attempt to enter the white waiting 
A rooms, the Elansmen at the doors would lock arms and bar 
1 the way into the station. In the event the freedom riders 
I are able to get through the Elansmen on the doors, the nine 
1 Elansmen stationed inside would immediately take action 
agaacBt the freedom riders. Four of the nine Elansmen inside 
\ the station are to be armed with spray guns containing oil 
1 that burns or mustard gas which is to be sprayed upon the> J 
freedom riders. ^ 

Elansmen are not to be armed or to carry any|, 
identification other than their names and addresses ang^ e'ach 
Elansmen is to have a citizens council card concealed on 
his person. 



y 



1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr.' 'DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Evans 
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Memorandum for Mr, Parsons 
Re : Freebus 


The individual Klan sman who is to be in charge of 
group at the station is to bel 


ILouisiana. 


the 


According to I I the Klan will have a photographer 

available in the station as well as an attorney to represent 
any Klansmen who might be arrested. 


The informat stated that any action by Original 

1 Knights of the Ku Klux Klan will be restricted to Shreveport, 
Louisiana, and there is no indication that the members will 
take action elsewhere in the State of Louisiana, or in Mississippi. 


ACTION TAKEN: 


SAC Bromwell was instructed to furnish the above 
information to Assistant Director Rosen in Montgomery, Alabama, 
and to the Memphis Office. He was further instructed to 
furnish the information to appropriate state authorities 
as well as local authorities at Bossier City and Shreveport, 
Louisiana* He was cautioned to furnish the information to 
such authorities in such a manner as to afford full protection 
to the informant. 
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NOTE: This is classified view of the fact that exposure 

of the iMormants furnishing information concerning the Chic^# 
Committee, ±« Defend the Bilf of Rights^ Richard Criley and the Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee would adversely ^fect ihe defense interest .of the .U., S. 
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date: 6/9/61 

Time of Call; 10; 50 p.m. 


Tolson _ 
Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans _ 
Malone . 
Rosen _ 
Sullivan 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 
Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 


C3 


SA| I New Orleans, was requested to furnish a ' 

teletype this evening to clarify what the disposition was of the 
five freedom riders arrested at 5:30 a.m. today in Jackson and 
if any information had been received regarding the eight who 
were supposed to leave Chicago last evening and arrive in 
New Orleans at 4:45 p.m, today enroute to Jackson. He will 
comply. 
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date: 6/9/61 

Time of call: 4:00 p.m. 


Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahan — 

Conrad 

DeLoach . — 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tave! 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 



1 


SA| I .Tnp.kgnn Mississippi, called 

to advise that on 6/9/61 | Clerk, U. S, 

District Court (DSDC) , Southern District of Mississippi (SDM), 
Jackson, advised that at approximately 1:00 p.m., this date, 
a complaint and a motion for temporary inijunction were filed 

with the Clerk. ..USDC. SDM. JackannbD- iTr-ig-inn PI niritif fs 

/ named 


1 on behalf of themselves arid others similarly situated. 


"Tr^-arn tiffs are identified in the complaint as adult Negro 
citizens of the United States, State of Mississippi, presently 
residing in .Jackson, Mississippi. .. 




Defendants named are Jo^e T.'i Patterson, Atto rney. 

General, State of. Mississippi; the City of Jackson; Allen^. 

/ Thdmp^ nV Mayor.. City 6f~ Jac kso n; Douglas L.^Lucky, Comiss loner, 
City^^' Jackson; W. D. .xHayf i^d. Chief., of Police, City of 
Jacks on ; YCoiit inent al Southern Lines, Inc . ;XSouthern Greyhound 
Li]^~ j vTll inois Central Railroad; ^Jackson City Lines ; | 

I Cicero ’ s Restaurant Jackson^.S&inicipal Airport . 


] 


Attorneys for plaintiffs are R. jessVsrown, 1105§ 
Washington Street, Vicksburg, Mississippi; Constance Baker 

Motley and Thurgood Marshall, both of 10 Colum bus Circle. 

New York 19. New York. "Of counsel" listed as I 
I I According to the complaint, the action 

is brought to redress deprivation of rights, privileges and 
immunities secured to plaintiffs by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States (due process, and equal protection clauses 
of 14th Amendment) and Article 1, Clause 3, the commerce laws, 
and Title 49, U. S. Code, Section 3 (1) and Section 316(d). 

The complaint specifies that this action is brought 
to enjoin enforcement of certain statutes of the State of 
Mississippi requiring racial segregation on common carriers, 
in waiting rooms and rest room facilities used by common 
carriers, and at the Jackson Municipal Airport. / / 

J£Z^M2- 0>/ 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 
Re: FREEBUS 


The motion for temporary injunction requests the 
court to convene a three-judge court to hear this action and 
to grant a preliminary and permanent injunction enjoining 
the defendants from continudL:ng to enforce racial segregation 
statutes regarding carriers and at the Jackson Minicipal 
Airport . 




tsUlifVJ 0;i 

-*■ 5 DCPARrr-.- 

-y iddi 

teletype 1 


^ /77/s c 


«RGENT 6-9-51 1-1 3PM GST BC U-^ 

TO DIRECTOR FBI 

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-296 3P 

FREEBU9, RE PHONE CALL JACKSON RA TO BUREAU JUNE NINE. JACKSON, 
MISS, PD RECORDS REFLECT FOLLOWING FREEDOM RIDERS ARRESTED ICRR 
STATION JACKSON, FIVE THIRTYFIVE AM JUNE NINE- 


DAYTON, OHIO. 


'EMALE, BORN 


CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


HAIR, FAIR COMPLEXION, STUDENT OHIO CENTRAL STATE COLLEGE, 



STATES ARRESTED PD CONCORD, INVESTIGATION, AUiTsS* |HE|T(>;y 
RELEASE, CLAIMS PARTICIPATED PEAACE WALK NEW YORK .CITY, . 

END PAGE ONE REG- 23 

/^hi) ^ n JUN 12 1961 

OJUN 14 iyi Q. 
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PAGE TWO 

NINETEEN FIFTYEIGHT, MARCH TWO, UN, PEACE WALK BOSTON, MASS., 
NINETEEN SIXTY, QUAKER, PEACE WITNESS, NEW YORK CITY, REGISTERED 




CHESTNUT HILL, MASS. 

1 


NEW YORK CITY, 



MALE, BORN 


BOSTON 


HAZEL 


EYES, BROWN HAIR, FAIR COMPLEXION, STUDENT COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. 
ADMITS PARTICIPATING DEMONSTRATION AGAINS T CIVIL DEFENSE 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NINETEEN SIXTYONE AND PICKETING WOOLWORTH, 


NEW YORK CITY. 


BROOKLY 

N, NEW YORK, 


FEMALE, BORN 



BROOKLYN, 




BORWN EYES, BLACK HAIR, FAIR 


COMPLEXION, STUDENT CORNELL UNIVERSITY, ADMITS PICKETING 


WOOLWORTH, NEW YORK CITY, NINETEEN SIXTY. 


ELMIRA, NEW YORK, 

FEMALE, 

BORN NEW YORK CITY, 


BROWN 


EYES, BLACK HAIR, LIGHT BROWN COMPLEXION, STUDENT CENTRAL STATE 
END PAGE TWO 






li 






PAGE THREE 

COLLEGE, OHIO, ADMITS PICKETING XENIA, OHIO, NINETEEN SIXTY. 
APPEARS WILL POSSIBLY BE TRIED THREE PM TODAY, JACKSON 
MUNICIPAL COURT. ALL CHARGED BREACH OF PEACE. 

END AND ACK PLS 
3-20 PM OK FBI WA BH 
TU DISV 



Im n - 

^ o 



I 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MlO-104 


UNITED STATES GOfcRNMENT 

Memoramum 


DIRECTOR, EBI 


date: 


6/9/61 


'^FROM 


SAC, LOS ANGELES (157-0-266) 


subject: alleged CARAVAN OF CARS 

EASTBOUND ON HIGHWAY 80j 
FT.. PA.qn nnimw dt?.pttw SHERIFF 


Reference: Bureau telephone call 6/3/61. 

For the information of the Bureau, no security 
informants or confidential sources of information who are 
memhers of or have knowledge of the activities of racial or 
minority groups, Los Angeles, have furnished any information 
concerning the organization of any groups for the purpose of 
proceeding to Alabama as ^'freedom riders. /ye 

H on 6/4/61 advised he had received no 
information whatsoever concerning the format ion of freedom 
rider groups in the Los Angeles area, and Lt J I 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office Liaison Detail, on 6/5/61 
advised he had received no information whatsoever from any 
source concerning the formation of such groups. 

The "People's World" for Saturday, 6/3/61, on page 2 
column 1 published an article which disclosed that efforts 
were being made in Fresno, California, to organize a group of 
volunteer freedom riders to go into the Deep South. Accord- 
ing to the "People ’ s Wo rld" article, the move was being 
stimulated in Fresn o by | I a Fresno attorney . 

I the Fre sho Branch of 

socIatl’b h ”^fog"tKe^Adv :dhQ^e ' " u 

No further information has been developed concern- 
ing his activities in this connection; however, any informa-^^^y 
tion developed will be promptly forwarded to the Bureau. 


I ’* 


Bureau 

- Los Angeles 








;i7 JUN 12 1961 
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URGENT /6-9-61 5-43 PM CST WLM 

/ O 

TO DI^CTOR, FBI 

FROrf4AC, MOBILE /157-82/ 


rEDERAl BUREAU 0? UJ E T’WlON 
u s department of justice 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTiOU 

m (^^1 


5-43 PM CST WLM 


il W. Tolson- 1 

BsImonl>— — jl 

J,lp. I 

Mr. CallaKan-.— « I 
I Mr. Conrad | 

I Mr. • | 

I m Evans—^- i 
y,\{ Mr. Malone.O^ 

I I m> Kosen— I 

1 1 Mr. | 

11 Ms. ^ 

II Mr. Trotter. | 

II Tele. Kooar 

>1 Mr. 

/ I Miss Gandy 


FREEBUS. RE BUREAU CALL TO MOBILE TODAY. MONTGOMERY, ALA< 


CITY DIRECTORIES REFLECT THAT 


,HAS BEEN 


AN ATTORNEY IN MONTGOMERY SINCE ABOUT NINETEEN FIFTYONE AND 
RESIDES at! ' 


1 IT IS KNOWN TO AGENTS THAT SINCE ABOUT JUNE ONE 


INSTANT' 


IS IN LAW PARTNERSHIP WITH 



THE RECENTLY RESIGNED AUSA MONTGOMERY, LAW OFFICE IN BELL 
BLDG. MOBILE INDICES REFLECT ONLY ONE REFERENCE TO 

I AS POINTED OUT IN MOBILE LETTER TO BUREAU APRIL 

FIFTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY, WHITESELL WAS SPEAKER AT MEETING 
OF SEGREGATION, INC,, WHITLEY HOTEL, MARCH NINETEEN, NINETEEN 
SIXTY, APPROXIMATELY TWENTY PERSONS ATTENDED THE MEETING. 

WHO RENTED THE ROOM WHERE THE MEETING WAS HELD, , ^ 

IS APPARENTLY IDENTICAL ^ ^ ^ 


IDENTIFIED IN APRIL, NINETEEN SIXTY, AS A 




END PAGE ONE., 
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PAGE TWO.*,, 

FEDERATED KKK, MONTGOMERY. MOBILE FILES REFLECT NO OTHER 
INFORMATION CONCERNING SEGREGATION, INC., AND NO INVESTIGATION 
' HAS BEEN CONDUCTED CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION, 

END AND ACK PLS 
WA 7-^7 PM OK FBI WA JS 

. ■ - Si 

’;tu disc 




I 




/ 




FEDERM ■t'S’E-T’'"nON 

0. S. 0£FARIM€y\'J^ 

COMMUNICATl^aiAEp'Of^ 

TEj^TYPE 


icir-iopt- 
\ f'ohr~— 

• J. AkvkATi 

L L'L’j-iOucb.—- - — ; 
, 1 ?vaii 3 .- 
' jhi Malono- 



URGENT y€-8-61 10-20 PM CSX JHJ 

TO DtRECTOR, FBI /itO0-€S5^2-/ AND SAC-S MOBILE, AND NEW ORLEANS 
FROM SAC, BIRMINGHAM /157-S5/ IP 

FREEBUS, RM, RE MEMPHIS TEL TO BUREAU THIS DATE. PAN AMERICAN 

TRAIN ARRIVED L AND N STATION BIRMINGHAM AT EIGHT FORTY FIVE P.M. 
- '* C7 



TSiVel 

H'. Trotter I! 

ij Eooro- 
Ivgram- 
'■ ■p.J‘r ’3 GaB.dy. 

i‘, ■ 

I! 


FIVE T^ASSENGERS, BELIEVED IDENTICAL WITH FREEDOM RIDER^/TRAVELLED TO 

,5 ,}'■ ' ^ 

TERMIML STATION, BY TAXI AND CAUGHT SOUTHERN TRAIN NUMBER 

FORTY "ONE, THE PELICAN. DUE TO ARRIVE JACKSON MISS. FIVE THIRTY A.M, 

C. 

JUNE NINE, NO INCIDENTS BIRMINGHAM. PASSENGERS RODE IN BOTH WHITE 
AND NEGRO CABS BETWEEN STATIONS. DID 

NOT TEST ANY SEGREGATION LAWS IN BIRMINGHAM ^ 

AIRMAIL COPY TO MEMPHIS INFO. 

END ACK 


6- 




WA 12-22 AM OK FBI WA ELR 
MMO OK FBI MO MCM 
NO OK FBI NO LM 






(L. 

8EC-23 

-* UESSUBBPSi) 
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TU DISC 


■- 


eUREftU OF IHVESTlGWlOti 
U S. DEPARTMENT OF iUSTICE 

mmmmmz section 

juNUsiaei 


/ 

URGENT ^-8-51 I- IS PM JLW 
TO DIRECTOR 13 ' AND SACS ATLANTA AND NEWARK 


^ Ifer. 5'dlson__^ 
I &. Belmont.;^. 

j Mr. Mohr_ i 

i Mr. Callahan 

’ Mr. Conrad, j 

Mr. Delioach— 

Mr. Evan a^- . 

: Mr. ! 

Mr. SvflP®£X 

Mr. Ta^ 

Mr. Trotter____ 

; l*ele. Rno m 

i Mr. Ingram 

\ Mies Q&uiy„„^ 


FROM /SAC NEW YORK 157-391 IP ^ 

PROySE D FREEDOM/ RIDE FROM ATLANTA GEORGIA TO JACKSON, MISS., SIX 
SEVEN SIXTYONE,., RM, COC, CR. REBOTEL SIX SEVEN SIXTYONE. NY TIMES, 
LATE CITY EDITION OF SIX SIX SIXTYONE ON PAGE TWENTY SIX, COLUMN TWO, 


REFLECTS ARTICLE ENTITLED TWO LAWYERS GOING SOUTH AND STATES AS FOLLOWS. 



OF THE MANHATTA!^ 


CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED 
PEOPLE, SAID YESTERDAY THEY- WOULD LEAVE TONIGHT TO .INVESTIGATE ,.Tp ^ 


ARRESTS OF FREEDOM RIDERS fWi i^A^AfJA AND ^MIS 
TO OFFER ASSISTANCE AS LAW.ypS,.. ” 

END 

^ (ssm 14111 

NY R 13 WA MSL*^ 

<!.(g 


£X-m REC- J S 7 

UOAMA AMTi M T C CTT*?SaT 05fT=^ SSprflrgv pt fl 


SIPP^ ^WSY PLA1 

f ftsHH-.':; 

SECiO-CI^^^^ 


4-99 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 


-UNITED STATES . i - 

Memomricmn 


FROM : 


Mr, Belmow 


A. Rose; 



subject: FREEBUS 




date: June 8, 1961 




Tolson 

Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Callahan . 
Conrad _|. 
DeLoach? 
Evans ! 


Xdvel i 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 1 


l of..tLe-NewJrork-State 

L ot.the..,Nje^..^o3;k,i;?haptejLJ9£..tbLe^ 

(NAACP), were arrested by Jacksbn, 

Mississippi, Police at the J acksoh airport upon their arrival this mornii^. 

n upon arriving at the air port entered the white 
men*s rest room. They were told by Captain f | of the Jackson PD to move 
on. T hey the n went into the waiting room aiid were again instructed by 
Captain T | to move on. One of the individuals stated *’We are going to sit 
down. We are in tersta te passengers. " At that time they were placed under 
arrest by CaptainI |for breach of the peace. 

6 

They are presently in jail ^d trial is set for 3 PM. (Central 
Standard" Time), 6/8/61. 


— : — I , Captain I |of the Detective Division, Jackson PD stated that 

|had said that he plans to be out after the trial this afternoon and will 

moceed. to Sail Antonio, Texas, 

*** > * A A.rrt^^’y^ ^ 


ALLXKFOI 


ACTION 


Kiu- 


^27 


New Orleans Office will advise the Bureau of the results of the 
trial scheduled for the afternoon of 6/ 8/ 61. 


CLMrers /I 

( 6 ). 0 







6 1961 


REC- a /Sf~‘ J /'T'-' ^ 

«Lt__:S=s/ t=^B3SS3 f=a&ww, / 


L. 


i O iJUW.12 1961- 








CORE AND ARRANGE BY BUS TRAILWAYS OR GREYHOUND TO TRAVEL TO JACKSON, 








FILES REFLECT WAS CP MEMBER APRIL, SIXTY. CONTACTED 

FBI TO DETERMINE IF FBI WOULD GIVE CLEARANCE TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
INDIVIDUALS AS CORE DESIRES NO FREEDOM RIDERS TO BE EITHER SUBVERSIVE 
CR HAVING CRIMINAL RECORD. CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF FBI FILES EXPLAINED 

TO HER. FILES CONTAIN NO INFO RE G DASH TWO CHICAGO 

ADVISED, LETTER HEAD FOLLOWS.. BIRMINGHAM, MEMPHIS AND MOBILE 
OFFICES ADVISED AMSDRM, 

END AND ACK PLS. 

WA 8“ 51 PM OK F BI WA VH 
NO OK FBI NO SDF 
lU DISCOV 






y, S- 0EPAf5T:,^Ef]f OF iiJSTICE 

COMiU?JlCATIOf!S/S£CTIOfJ 

JUli 


URGENT 


•S“61 .'! P 5-29 PM 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI /tOe— 2a^S«92/ 

SAC-S BIRMINGHAM , MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS 
FROM SAC, MEMPHIS /157-140/ 

FREEBUS, RM, 


1 Mr. Tolson 

( l»Ir. Belmont— «-r 
I Ms. Mohs._, — -- 
; Mr. Callahan,^ — 

1 Mr. Conrad. — 

' Mr. DeLoaoh Bvv" “ I 

, Mr. Bvans^ 

^ M^ Msdone«>— 
EosenJ:^I~»" 
Wr. SnlUvun.*— «•' 

,1 Mr. Tavel— 

Mr. Trotter— • I 
i| Tde, Room..-*"- j 
I Mr. Ingtar»w*--r- 
I Mi 33 Gandy-— 


NASHVILLE 


CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP COUNCIL, NASHVILLE, TENN., ADVISED THAT 

A GROUP OF FIVE FREEDOM RIDERS ^RE"TcHEDULED TO LEAVE / 

NASHVILLE, TENN, BY L AND N RR, THE PAN AMERICAN, TODAY 

ENROUTE TO JACKSON, MISS, GROUP SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE 

BIRMINGHAM, ALA,,, SEVEN FIFTYFIVE PM, WILL LEAVE BIRMINGHAM 

FOR JACKSON NINE PM, SEHEDULED TO ARRIVE JACKSON, MISS,, 

FIVE AM, JUNE NINE, SIXTYONE, THEY DO NOT PLAN TO,TES3: 

FACILITIES UNTIL THEY REACH JACKSON. PAN AMERICAN IS RUNNING 

APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR LATE AT NASHVILLE. GROUP INCLUDES 

m 1 . Jl, 

M, F FU ALL 



FROM CENTRAL STATE COLLEGE, WILBERFORCE, OHIO, 

^ p 

M, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, NYC, AND |_ 


FQFROM NYC, 

END AND ACK PLS ' 

WABVZ 7-32 PM OK FBI WA wS'“ ' 


I 


12 T961 


•Ci.' ' 


BH OK FBI BH JHJ 
MO OK FBI NO LM 


8 A .el 





DISCVM 




.LDcfiAL BUREAU OF JKVESTIGATjON 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMIVIIINICATIONS SECTION 

JUN 

iTEUEliWK 


Z 6-8«6i 12-43PM CST BC 
CTOR FBI 

C NEW ORLEANS 157-292 2P 


PROPOSED Freedom / RiDTTmr^fmrrKr’^r^ miss., 
JUNE SEVEN, SIXTYONE, RM, CONTEMPT OF COURT ORDER, CR. RE 
PHONE CALL JACKSON RA TO BUREAU JUNE E IGHT. 

NYNY, AND 


NYNY, ARRESTED MUNICIPAL AIRPORT TERMINAL, JACKSON, 

MISS., NINE ZERO NINE A. M. JUNE EIGHT. BOTH CHARGED BREACH 


OF PEACE. |_ 
BRONX, NY, 


BORN 


BROWN EYES, BLACK HAIR, MEDIUM BUILD, OLIVE COMPLEXION, 


OCCUPATION 


MOTHER 


NEW YORj^Qj-g^HE R 1^^ J 
ATTENDeI^LW ISLAND UNIVeWiTY"aND 


BROOKLYN LAW GSCHOOL. DECLINED FURNISH INFO RE PRIOR 


1 ^ 


a 196^ 

lSTS, 


PICKETING OR OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS. 



BORN 


AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, 


END PAGE ONE 


■y w (V J i } jL iyJlif ! 
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PAGE TWO 



BROWN EYES, BLACK DASH GRAY HAIR, 


MEDIUM BUILD, LIGHT BROWN COMPLEXION, 


ATTORNEY, FATHER 



MOTHE 



OCCUPATION 

EDUCATION 


HAMPTON INST., VA. AND COLUMBIA UNIVERISITY. ADMITTED PRIOR 
LABOR PICKETING AND STATES IS ATTORNEY FOR LABOR UNIONS, NYC. 
BOTH WILL PROBABLY BE TRIED MUNICIPAL COURT JACKSON JUNE EIGHT. 
END AND ACK PLS 
2-A6 PM OK FBIWA JSA 
TU DISC 


'P 8 S ■' -1 

^ •' fJds !({,{ 



/ 

%<* 


t 


f£C»ktok BUft&AU fJF iirvt'JiiG'ATIOfJ 
0 . S. OEPARTKEKT OF JU^E 

COfil‘iL3jlf0AT|tt© jicTlOH 

JUri 





URGENT >/^6“S-61 10-47 PM EST BJG 

TO DfRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S MEMPHIS., NEW ORLEANS, BIRMINGHAM 

AND MOBILE 

FROM SAC, ATLANTA 157-232 IP 




Mr. Tolaoii 

Mr. Belmont- 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. CallabaTJ. 

Mr. Conrad 
Mr. DeLoacl 
Mr. Evan! 

Mr. Maloi 
Mr. Eos! 

Mr. S«lfivan|i^! — 
Mr. Tav'el—^ 
Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Eooni— 

Mr. Ingram.. 
Miss Gandy- 



FREEBUS, RM. BERNARD LEE, , FREEDOM RIDE COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
ADVISED ONE NEGRO FEMALE, TWO WHITE FEMALES AND TWO WHITE MALES, ^ 
IDENTITY UNKNOWN, HAVE DEPARTED NASHVILLE, TEMN,, BY RR, PRESUMABLY 
L AND N, IN ROUTE JACKSON, MISS* WILL ARRIVE JACKSON FIVE AM 
JUNE NINE NEXT, ADVISE APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES. OTHER OFFICES 
ADVISED SEP. 


END ACK PLS 

11-50 PM OK FBI WA HFL 


TJ DKSC V 

V 1 J f / 
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^^dtriONAL fORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVE*ME^ 

Memorandum 


xTfl 


Mr. Belmont 


date: June 7, 1961 


Tolson — 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Callahan . 

•Conrad 

DeLoacH^ 
Evans _V 


FROM : A. Rose^w^ 

subject: FREEDQMm SPE 

Atlanta, Georgia, to 
Jackson, Mississippi, 6/7/61 
RACIAL MATTERS; CONTEMPT 
OF COURT; CIVIL RIGHTS 


ynoisr^oHS 




SAC Held of the Mobile Office has furnished the following' 
information; y 


Malis^j^e and Perc^^^tton arrived at Montgomery, Alabama, 
aboard a Greyhoi^ bus at 11; 40 a. m, (Central Standard Time) today. .They 
disembarked from the bus and immediately proceeded to the white lunch room 
where they sat at the lunch counter. After a few minutes delay they were served 
soft drinks at the counter. 

As soon as Laiie and Sutton left the lunch counter they were met by 
I various members of the press including local representatives as well as 
' representatives from Asspcia-te.iiAPress and United Press International. In 
interviews with members of the press Lane and Sutton claimed they were merely 
on personal trips and disclaimed sppnspnshlp by association wito any 
organizations, Sutton stated that he was on a week’s vacation and Lane claimed 
that the State Legislature in New York was in recess for a week and he had 
merely decided to avail himself witix.the^tim^ .;^o take a trip through the South. 
They indicated that they intend to cOntinu4’*^n Ta’N^^ Orleans and will probably 
leave Montgomery for Jackson, Mississippi, tomorrow morning. 

No incidents or trouble of any kind occurred at the bus station and 
the entire matter was handled in a very orderly fashion. Officers from the 
Montgomery PD and from the county sheriff’s office were present at the station 
but did not interfere in any way with Lane and Sutton. 

I * A young ’’punk” who had been observed in the vicinity of the bus station 

at the time that the recent violence broke out was observed at the depot when 
the bus carrying Sutton and Lane arrived. Police reportedly intended to arrest 
him for loiterir^ but it is not knowjat this]^ time whether they actually did so. 

JGK;ers ] 

(6) 1 - ^ ^ ^ A ^ 


JGK;ers 

( 6 ) 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont* 

Prior to submitting to interviews by members of the press Button 
made a long-distance telephone call from the bus depot to an unknown individual. 
Mobile is checking this out to determine the identity of the individual called 
by Sutton. 


There was no immediate indication as to how the members of the 
press were aware of the arrival of Lane and Sutton. Mobile is checking 
appropriate sources to determine this. At the present time Lane and Sutton have 
left the bus depot and are making a telephone call froni a booth approximately 
one block from the bus depot. 


The a bove inform ation was furnished to | Civil 

Rights Division. [ indicated that in view of Lane and Sutton’s claim 

that they were on a personal trip and their disavowal of sponsorship by or 
association with any organizations, their actions would not aPPbkie to be in 
violation of the court order. 


The Mobile Office furnished the above information to U. S, Attorney 
Hartwbll Davis. He stated that he did not wish to express an opinion as to 
whether the activities constituted a violation of the court order until he has had 
an opportunity to discuss it with Judge Johnson. 

ACTION 

This matter is being closely followed and you will be advised of 



- 2 - 





b6 
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U. S, utf'AKTWEi^OI 

CO!^1MUNICATl%S.» 

JUW7/^ 


O 


TECETYPE 


URGEN^-6-61 10-42 PM EM 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S NEW ORLEANS AND MOBILE' 

FROM SAC, MEMPHIS /157-140/ IP 

NCLC, NASH., TENN., ADVISED SEVEN 



FREEBUS, RM. 


PERSONS SCHEDULED TO LEAVE NASHVILLE, ONE-TEN AM ENROUTE TO 


MEMPHIS VIA TRAILWAYS BUS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE MEMPHIS SIX- 


\^K 


TIENmiVE AM. WILL LEAVE MEMPHIS ON UNDETERMINED BUS FOR 


\- 


SEVEN INDIVIDUALS ARE - 
FEMALE, 




MALE, 

MALE, 


MALE, 


MALE, 


MALE, 


to TEST FACILITIES JACKSON, MISS., UPON ARRIVAL. POSSIBLY 
WILL TEST FACILITIES AT MEMPHIS ENROUTE. 


UhU- 

PURPOSE OF TRIP HOWEVER IS TO REACH JACKSON TO' 


1 


3’I?o !?o5|20S5_ 


Mf,, Bdraoat- 


ji A’". br’Ji 

li 

j'” •. i> --■joa'2h 


1JVC4-13 
t’l 


B5i‘. i<03esi 
■; W>’. Cttlliv 
;j aJj% Tr.cc 
'i Tr. l-Ntn,'..., 
Tvi-v h.MXu . . 
Ii'T, . 

Miss Gaady..... 



JA-GKSON, MISS., AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER ARRIVAL IN MEMPHIS. 




MALE. GROUP PLANS 


JSTATES PRIMARY 

/6^ 7^ 3 ^7^ 
TEST FACILITIES 



THERE. 

END ACK PLS 

WA 12-46 AM OK FBI WA ELR 
NO OK FBI NO TJB 
MO OK FBI MO MCM 
TU DISV M 
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. 
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^teirxs 


1 





federal GUtlEAU Of ifi'v'Eoi,GAJlOf) 
M. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



a 


'i&K 

F.B.I.0IP1.OF JUSTloe 




-51 12-20 AM EM 


lRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S NEW ORLEANS AND MOBILE 
FROM SAC, MEMPHIS /1 57-140/ IP 
FHEEBUS, RmJ~ 



NASHVILLE AS 


ADVISED ONLY SIX RIDERS LEAVING 

~~~ ]UNABLE TO MAKE TRIP, BUS LEAVING 


NASHVILLE ONE-TEN AM WITH ONLY ONE STOP BETWEEN NASH. AND MEMPHIS 
THAT BEING AT JACKSON, TENN., AT FOUR AM, WILL LEAVE MEMPHIS 
SEVEN-FORTYFiVE AM VIA TRAILWAYS BUS TO ARRIVE JACKSON, MISS.;^ 

TWELVE-FORTYFIVE PM JUNE SEVEN. SIXTYONE-I ’ ItIOKET 

' to 

AGENT TRAILWAYS, NASH,, STATES FIVE OF GROUP PURCHASED TiCKETS I 

PURCHASED TICKET TO MEXfpO^ 


TO JACKSON, MISS, 

CITY, MEXICO, 

END ACK PLS 

WA 2-13 2-23 AM FBI WA 0711 
2-23 AM OK FBI WA ECD 
NO OK FBI NO OJT 
MO OK FBI MO WLM 
TU DISC V 


'■’'O 


TO FBI WA 0711 AGAIN PLS 


REC- 83 

.,n 



rf 

LtK 






.CV'- 






FEBERAt BMftEfiSs C? 

U S DEPfiRTMHJT <JF JUSmCE / 

COMMUNICATIONS SEGTiOI^ 

JUNY 196|^r 


6-7-51 8-32 AM JLW 



j Mr, Totsa ii 
I Mr, B'dinonfe____ 
i Mr. Moli r 
' Ml’, Callalian__„ 

Mr, Conrad__ i 

Mr. DeLo3ch____ 
Mr. Evans 
I Mr. 

Mr, trave l 

Mr. Trottai *- . 

Tele. Roo m , 

Mr. Ingframu._^ 
Misa Gand y , . 


^0 DIRECTOR 3f66-'^g^S9€“AND SAC RICHMOND 100-157231 / 

FROM SAC NEW YORK 100-79393 iP ^ 

racial matters* re RICHM OND TEL TO 
BUREAU AND NEW YORK, SIX SIX SIXTYONE* 


HE IS A 


j,KEMRSXm,.^,--NEW_YORK ADVISED THIS DATE THAT 

STUDENT A VIRGINIA UNION U*, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. 


HE IS. CURRENTLY HOME ON VACATION FROM SCHOOL UNTIL SEPT., SIXTYONE, 

AND HAS no'’ INTENTION OF JOINING ANY FREEDOM RIDES AT THIS TIME AND 
EXPECTS' TO^REMAIN IN THE VICINITY OF HEMPSTEAD, LI. UNTIL SCHOOL ^ 
REOPENS, HE STATED THAT HE WAS A MEMBER OF CORE. ATLANTA BIRMINGHAM 
CHARLOTTE “KNOXVILLE MEMPHIS MOBILE NEW ORLEANS SAVANNAH AND WASH , 
FLD ADVISED BY MAIL, ^ 


REG- 83 


8 JUN 


8-35 AM OK FBI WA JDS 

^ ^ ‘ S '. ’S '* 

V Hll^ ‘ ! 

f ^ ^ 


^fSP 

I 'vLM 


'■i’419R1 





♦if* 


/EDERAL 'BUREA*/ o. 

I U. S. DEPART?, klT OF JUSTICE 

/ COMWlUNiCATlONS SECM 

/ JUn) T 1961 ^ 


%?eeU-’aro 


fdlx, Tolson__^!& 
Mr. Belmontf^r— 
Mr. Mohr_..=. — 

Mr. CallaliBSl 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr^^eLoaeh- 

Mfi^MnvaB 

I Mr» 

; Mr* I'iottw- 

! !Pel& M.'Amh 

I Mr. lapani 

I Mfes ©andy 


URGENT 


5-7-61 12-03 P m EST WDS 


TO DIR^TOR, FBI AND SAC, MIAMI \ \ 

FROM SAC, JACKSONVILLE 2P 

HAVANA SPECIAL NUMBER SEVEN FIVE,‘~FlA* EAST COAST RAILROAD / 

EN ROUTE TO MIAMI SIX FIVE SIXTY ONE, RACIAL MATTERS. 

RE MIAMI TEL TO DIRECTOR AND JACKSONVILLE JUNE SIX LAST. T 

/ • 

RETEL INDICATED I 

WHEN BOARDING CAPTIONED TRAIN, TEN PM, JACKSONVILLE, OVERHEARD 
CONDUCTOR INSTRUCTING PORTER TO SEPARATE WHITE AND COLORED 
PEOPLE AS THEY BOARDED TRAIN, LATER CONDUCTOR TOLD SEVERAL 
PEOPLE, INCLUDING INFORMANT, THAT HE COULD NOT INTEGRATE HIS 
TRAIN IN VIEW OF TROUBLE CAUSED BY OUOTE FREEDOM RIDERS UNQUOTE. 
WITH REGARD TO THE ABOVE INFORMATION! j 




^0 COOPERATES CLOSELY WITH THIS 
OFFICE ON MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST, ADVISES EMPHATICALLY “ 
AND ABSOLUTELY THERE HAS BEEN NO "EFFORT IN THE PAST 


SEPARME RACES ON TRAINS, DINING CARS, WAITING ROOMS;' ETC., 
* J 

END PAGE ONE ^ 
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PAGE TWO 

BY FLORIDA EAST COAST RAILROAD. HAS RECEIVED NO 

COMPLAINTS CONCERNING TRAIN NUMBER SEVENTYFIVE OR ANY 
INFORMATION WHATSOEVER THAT QUOTE FREEDOM RIDERS UNQUOTE 
WERE RIDING THEIR TRAINS OR ANTICIPATED DOING SO. HE HAS NO 
INFORMATION THAT ANY TROUBLE WAS ANTICIPATED ON THAT PARTICULAR 
TRAIN. LT. JACKSONVILLE PD, ALERTED AND 

HE ADVISED THAT NO TROUBLE HAS BEEN EXPECTED WITH FLORIDA 
EAST COAST RAILROAD. CIC ADVISED. 

E TIME SHD BE 12-03 PM 
END AND ACK 

WA 1-07 PM OK FBI WA JDS 
MM OK FBI MM HSB 
TU DISC 



CC-MR, ROSENS 





FEDER.U c;- ;«.E-TiGATlO]1 

u S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

CORIMUNICATIONS SECTION 

JUN 6 1961 , 


TELETYPE 


:.:4 


URGENT 6- 6- SI 10-35 AM EDST EML 




Mr. Tolson 

Mr, Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. r;'Ur;’''an 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. T -•’.eh .™. 
Mr. Evans — 
Mr^Ial?^.e 

Rar.^mlivan. — 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 2 

Miss Gandy 


Z DIRECTOR, FBI 100-2858^, SACS ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE 
(XVILLE, MEMPHIS, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH, WASHINGTON FIELD 
AND NEW YORK 

FROM SAC RICHMOND 157-231 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, RACIAL MATTERS. RE RICHMOND TEL 


JUNE FIVE LAST. 


DISPATCHER, TRAILWAYS BUS STATION, 


RICHMOND, VA., ADVISED ON EARLY MORNING OF JUNE SIX INSTANT THAT 

THREE NEGROES, WHOSE NAMES WERE UNKNOWN TO HIM, BUT WHO WERE IDENTIFIED 

AT TRAILWAYS BUS STATION, RICHMOND, VA., AS QUOTE 

FREEDOM RIDERS QUOTE LEFT ON TRAILWAYS BUS AT TWELVE ZERO ONE AM, 

DST, JUNE SIX INSTANT WITH THREE TICKETS TO NASHVILLE, TENN. 

THREE ABOVE SCHEDULED TO CHANGE BUSES AT RALEIGH AND SALISBURY, €> 

NC. AND KNOXVILLE, TENN. EN ROUTE TO NASHVILLE. RIDERS IDENTIFIED 

i/'A 

AS FROM WASHINGTON, D. C. AND 


AS FROM WASHINGTON, J). C. AND L I 

ALL VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY STUDENTS BY BU^AGENT 

— • — REC- 40 / ^ 

WHO CONTACTED THEM PREVIOUSLY^ON JUNE FIVE LAST. FOR INFO KNOXVILLE, 

r-irmriiii r ,n 

LEFT AT 'SEVEN THIRTY'pM, DST-;^ JUNE, .FIVE , 

LAST, ON TRAILWAYS BUS FOR ATLANTA, GA. PLANS OF 


WERE INDEFINITE UPON ARRIVAL AT NASHVILE^^j^ 


END PAGE ONE 


nWO COPIES WFO: 
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PAGE TWO RH 157-231 

BUT ALL EVENTUALLY PLANNED ON GOING TO JA CKSON, 


TO 


MISS. BUREAU AND INTERESTED OFFICES WILL BE ADVISED OF ADDITIONAL 

PERTINENT DATA. END AND ACK IN ORDER PLEASE. 

FBI WA 10-38 P AM OK FBI WA WG 

FBI AT OK FBI AT MB 

* * 

FBI BH OK FBI BH JHJ 
FBI CE OK FBI CE RNM 
FBI KX OK FBI KX BEC 
FBI ME OK FBI ME HAE 
FBI MO OK FBI MO LO 
FBI NO OK FBI NO MBK 
FBI SV OK FBI SV AES 
FBI NY OK FBI NY AMP 


WMVISC 





U. S. DS’ARTT.lEfJT OF JUSI^SE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIOt 

JUN.6 

TBX,B 



# 
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****?» 


1!61soil 



"ilr, Belmoat 

Sir. -Sfrilm 

Mr. G^llahali 

TSt. Comsid 

Mr. DeL&a^h 

Mr. Ewns 

Sir# Slalone 


£osen. 


r.'^uUivan- 
Slr. Tavel — 
Sir, Trotter— 
Td®, Boom 

1 

if>? 

URGENT S-S-61 AM EBST EML 
TO DIRECTOR FBI AND SAC NEW YORK 

FROM SAC RICHMOND 157-231 ^ 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, RACIAL MATTERS* REMYTELS JUNE FIVE 



AND SIX SIXTYONE, REFLECTING DEPARTURE RICHMOND, VA, 



OF WASHINGTON, D. C. AND 


ON JUNE FIVE LAST* ABOVE FOUR INDIVIDUALS 

ADVISED 


)F NEW YORK WAS TO ACCOMPANY THE LATTER THREE 

I- 


NAMED INDIVIDUALS TO NASHVILLE, TANN. 


|WAS NOT OBSERVED TO BOARD 

BUS* INQUIRY VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY, RICHMOND, VA., REFLECTS 


HOME ADDRESS 


HEMPSTEAD, NEW YORK, RESIDES OFF CAMPUS, 
VA., 


FOR HIS HOME ON JUNE TWO LAST* 
ALSO RESIDES AT THIS ADDRESS 


THIS ADDRESS, ADVISED 


RICHMOND, 
[LEFT 


WHO 


, ADVISED I |itF]j.|0| H 



HEMPSTEAD, N. Y. SAME ADDRESS ABOVE, ON JUNE TWO LAST AND WAS EXPECTED 

feWUN 12 1961 

TO RETURN TO RICHMOND ON THE MORNING OF JUNE FIVE 
HE DID NOT RETURN AND NO WORD HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM HIME. 

END PAGE ONE 

'3 a ;\^^ 


— 

c/ 



PAGE TWO RH 157-231 
NEW YORK DETERMINE IF 

^ 

HEMPSTEAD, MY, PLANS TO JOIN QUOTE FREEDOM RIDERS QUOTE 

I 

IN GOING TO NASHVILLE, T^^NN,, AND JACKSON, MISS., AND ADVISE 
BUREAU AND APPROPRIATE OFFICES. ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, 
KNOXVILLE, MEMPHIS, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH AND WASHINGTON 
FIELD OFFICE ADVISED BY AIRMAIL. 

C'ORR-^THE^HE-SH0UbE“H'i^V’E^BEEN-n-^O3- ALSe-fTTGr-ONE-STif-H-NE 

e. . ’ 

F^iJlHSoEOJiqyLD HAj^^^ j^ 

PAGE=^iiO>-L-INE— T*WO-THJ:RD-WOitD«-SH^ULD~HA.V^^^^ 

END AND ACK PLS 

K. 

WA llSiQg am OK FBI WA WC 
OK FBI NY JLW 
TU DISC 


ti 



OPTIONAL fOPM NO. 10 


UNITED STATES 


Memorhimm 


$ 


FROM ; A, 

^ r /97^sc 

C-/ ^ ..IL .r-r '*0»ts’entxaoit 

subject: . FREEDOWRmE/ .: - '' - ' “ 

NewJBifegbs>^laaa^ 
to Jackson, Mississippi, 6/6/61 
RACIAL MATTERS 


Mj:. Belmoni 


A. Ros 



date: June 6, 1961 




Tolson 

Belmont 

Mohr 

Callahcy 

Malone 

* Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 


Itiow txo W 

ICLA.SSIFZIP 




With reference to the seven freedom riders who depar ted New Orleans 
this morning at 6:30 a. m. , en route to Jackson, Mississippi, SA | 

Jackson, Mississippi, has furnished the following information. 

The Trailways bus (#5131) carrying the freedom riders arrived 
at the Trailways bus station Jgtckson, Mississippi, at 11:27 a. m, (Central 
Standard Tims), today, 1:27 p. m. , Washington time. The freedom riders 
immediately disembarked and proceeded into the white waiting room of the 
bus depot. They were ordered to move on by officers of the Jackson, Mississippi, 
PD and upon refusing to comply, were arrested and charged with breach of the 
peace. The arrests occurred at 11:35 a. m. (Central Standard Time) 1:35 p. m, 
Washington time. 

There was no crowd at the bus depot, no disturbances occurred 
and the arrests were carried out in an orderly manner. 

The arrested freedom riders will be tried either late this afternoon 
or tomorrow. 


JGK:ers 

( 6 ) 
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NO. to 

'^UNITED STATES GOVeIB/IENT 

Memorandum 


% 


Tolson — 
Belmont . 
Mohr 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr. Belmont 


A, Rose. 




date; June 6, 1961 




CoJJahan 
^^Conrad — 
^ DeLoacB^ 
’ Evans 


Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Ingram . 

Gandy . — — 


subject: proposed FREEDOM, 

Atlanta, Georgia, to Jackson, 
Mississippi, 6/7/61 
RACIAL MATTERS; CONTEMPT OF 
COURT; CIVIL RIGHTS 


AT i I t IWitO 




.Civir Rights 

K.D.LvMpit,.. .st’atedcD^partmenfc Hab" received a 

telegram from] 

of the New York State Legislature, 

advising that! 

member of the New York Bari^fand 

bf the New York chapter of the National Associafion'Yor the 


on the night of 6/6/61. From Atlanta they wil l, proceed by bus t o Montgomery, 
Alabama, and thence to Jackson, Mississippi. ] I plan to use ’ 


’’all facilities available to persons traveling within the U. S. ” 


in the telegram stated he views with alarm the unlawful 

interferen ce by Alabama an d Mississippi authorities with residents of New York; 
therefore, I l are going to investigate the situation in Alabama 


and Mississippi and give legal counsel to individuals unlawfully detained by 
state authorities. 

stated that the purpose of the telegram was to advise the 


Attorney Gen eral of the propos ed action and to call upon the Attorney General 
to insure that are 

ACTION: 


prote^^d during their travel. 



The Ne w York Office has been instructed to obtain background infor- 
mation concerning ] \ and furnish same to the Bureau an d interested 

offices . Newark Office has been instructed to verify the departure of 


offices. 


from Newark on evening of 6/6/ 61 and to. advise t jie-Bu reau and-E^ terested 




Atlanta, Birmingham, Mobile and New Orleans Offices have been 
instructed to immediately alert the appropriate local and*«tate auth®?THbs 
concerning the proposed trip. These offices have also been advised to alert 


CLMiers 



^ PC ^ ofj 
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F-' 'jTS- 






Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 


appropriate informants and to insure that the Bureau and interested offices 
are advised of all pertinent developments. 

It . has been brought t o the attention of Birmingham and Mobile offices 
that travel bv l ~l bv bus in Alabama m^ht be in violation of the 

preliminary injunction issued 6/2/61 by XT. S. District Judge Frank M. Johnson^ Jr, 



- 2 - 



5 '^ 


TIm Attonwy Ckmanl 

rEC-95/^/- J 

Dir«etor, FBI ^ 


JOM 6, IMl 


-■S' 


fi. 


o /Sl£L£J.^ 

niggcoMi mi! i»ei 
RACIAL »IATT£B% OES'muCTlCm OF 
AIRCKAFT OR 74OT0R V^HKIJSS; CWIL RJCHTB 


-n i. 

m 


rO 



CO 


■X- 

1 

30 

CD 

o 


sji 

so 





Hm <l«GkKMB* Mt—lMlpytt I’oUc* h»T« iitform«d us that Iraadoifc^ 
idar Btehard l-mif Olasaon hald a dlscussliwi altta th« pr«M at Jaekaea o ^ 
oa 19gj[. At that thna Olaaacn aaRraaaad «Haappolnta>aBt ovtr tha ^ 

caffl>ai: gt paoj^ angimad la tha Iraadtaa lidaa. Ba aaltf that poblietty which 
ha had haart &ialad him. into jolaiat tha txovf aad that otbar i t aad om rldara 
thMdaaadhliAwfailaiiawaalajallat^adUKie, MlaabMlycii, bacauaaba 
wa^ pai&lpata la lha hnagar atr&a. Olaaaoe racomawBaad that 

otlHm Unraatlgata tha grooF balora JfdBtqg tha traadcwa xidara 

aiafita ffiagat^hat tha Itaadom lidara who wara to ba triad at Jackacta oo 
fwSit S,'-3B61« fdaiiaaft to cra^ aa iaetoant by tolatlng in emurt. Ito auch 
laetdaiit oaeurrad. 

Bichaid Laroy Olaaaon la a whlta mala mtaiatar irom ddeago, \yr' 
nilBOia, who la F4 yaara oS *g$. ^ 

M^ha IS Itaadom ridara who wara arraatad at JFaakaoa, .Miaalaaippi, 

01 1 J«na S^ UWlf wara eoaviotod to Municipal Court oa Stma S, IMl. £hu:h 
V la atahnlead to aarva M daya to Jail aad itood $M0. Tha jail aatoaneaa 
# Nto faspandad. 

I 'rr 

' '^ftapraaaettttog attorn^ aanoincad to opaa court ha will aak that 
ftltoraiyaad^ rhlara who ara convlctad to Jackaon raealve tha maximum 
-a^Btaat^tof^ montha in jafiaad ba Rnad 1200$ alao, that Jail aaAtonca not 
ba auapaadad. 

Madgar Crara, ftold aacratary of tha Rational Aaaoctotibe lor tha 
Advaaeamaat to;i(<alprad Fa^$la, haa adviaad that id S:00 pi. m. , Juaa 6, 1061, 

I to Wa gr (toa 'wltt uaa toa baaehaa to Ihudctpal Zoo which cuatomarily 
uaad hy white paopla. Thla wlU be tha atmc group to Nagroaa.whottaad 
y th e faan eha a oa daaa 4, 1961, td itoich tlma they wara tokokto tha pOUca 
I but wara' ratonaad wttlMto chargaa batito fUad. yr y 

Mohr See note on page 4. 

DeLioach 

Evans / 

ps (14) iStTi A 
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Mtom mnam mu%n 

,dl'.00tei2fi .3?^}F =^131 1^; i^L^mn M 61 9 

Ims f y 1661, px 'ii0 X1q^0'S;^0ai0 0^^KQ 

^iXl Mtif WitelsiiJ,^ •qsqc^yit'#. ^s'tete|? 43|; Jmm^^lm im 

00lo??ssl M tilai -666 la- 1666 

vM ^foni ^ 0 1%tioag6/^6i306ia^oal0i?lli0 Mvmt&m^ni ©I «?©tora4 l?qa' 


€efa3ffe^r0m■$^q\T^pJ?isa^^^^ at 6:lH;ai-li2# 

•ar«!lW ifeaq in la Msi6 a* sa. , 


■IMPi 















0 

SOB, 

St Eto0B3?i, aiab^tiSDOii^im^ 


E^gi?0 ttBQ^Qm ^411 Jeaw-. 
HhiOy ■% to 011 . lens' % M0i * . • Wto- will h%v0l t0 

Mcksojs^ Mm^issippl^- .' .„ ■, 


f sfesdnm #M©s*s' ^?i tlia 
it 
os 
101 


to ssaa on© gronj^ t&i 


wto :fljs tesiom Mtes 


0fi ^laj 1061, 'Msi|i4stir0tlv:0 to tt© ■ ' 


o!£icoroJn^e'^owirnsr’o of0ooat‘_*^2fc Mo^l^ ,^o msotln^Wao - 
atteBSM |j;sr ^c^aliaoaoo 0% Hcm^oap ^tvali Wo^toi • 

0 it 5 f. COmB^ssloni 0oionoi H* , ,1?-, ■■■Stonan^ BJltootoJi? .®l' t&o '" ' 
HorMaBIgJiwny Fatroli assl fesjck StoMOr^x^o# Xoilafcssao 0iiioi pt Polio©* 

^- . . • ’i5^ta0^afeovo s:;^d©l!i!p- it 

.' wi£- at least two 4o|Kitystoiit0*' " -; 










No informationvidentifiable with 
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federal bureau of ,A\E.TieA.fO« 

u. s. DEPARTMEWr OF JUSTfCE 

COMMliNICATIONS SECTION 
JUN SWbl- 

TEUEIYPE^ 


m 


Mr. 

TMr. Malgg^I^ 
! Mj*. Eo3^^1. 
I Mr. 

I Mr. Tfivel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Roo m 
Mr. Ingra m . 

Miss Gand y . j 


URGENT 6/^61 12-20PM CST BC T 

TO DIRECTOR FBI i ^ 

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS i57-2S^i IP 

FREEBUSe CHIEF OF DETECTIVES M. Be Pl ERCEe JACKSON^ MISSse PD, 

- V I i 4'^ . ^ ^^2 


ADVISED TODAY THAT RICHARD LEROYYglEASOT 


vageJ 


I FROM CHICACO^^JILL.. A FREEDOM RIDER ARReViEdS^KSON 

1'-" " ■■■ " - ^ I 

JUNE TWO LAST, HAS JUST COMPLETED TALKING TO PH^S. GLEASON 


A. appsqjl 




SCPRESSED HIS, DISAPPOINTMENT IN CALIBER OF FREEDOM RIDERS. SAID, 

HE WAS MISLED INTO JOINING GROUP BY PUBLICITY HE HAD HEARD. STATED 

wile — I' -— .mu i ' » ■ " I , I. I, ■■,■1.., , I, ^mm 

OTHER FREEDOM RIDERS HAD THREATENED HIM IN JAIL BECAUSE HE WOULD /■ 
NOT PARTICIPATE IN HUNGER STRIKE. S AID FREEDOM RIDERS TO BE TRIED 

THIS AFTERNOON I N JACKSON PLAN TO CREATE INCIDENT IN COURT BY 

- -- • ■ ■* " ' " " * " ^ ^ 

FAINTING. RECOMMENDED THAT OTHERS PLANNING TO JOIN ^®OM==M0£R# 


SHOULD CAREFULLY INVESTIGATE GROUP BEFORE JOINING. ^EASONLS 1961 
SCHEDULED FOR TRIAL THIS AFTERNOON. J ^ 

niOANDACKPLS 

2-22 PM OK FBI WA WC /) • .uj 

TU BISC 6^ Z' f'.W 


6/^/' A 

CC-«R- 


M 


u S OEfSSffiSW K‘ii!CE 
COMWlfjpS S?TlON 

JUH6cvi^ 


TEi-EWE 


URGENT 


€“5-61 1-53 AM 


Mr. TBoko w 
Mr. Belm^jat_L_ 

Mr, Mohr 

Mr, Callahan 

' Mr. Conrad — 
Mr. DeLoat-h 
Mr. Evans.™^ 

1 ®BcrSnilivan~> 

Mr. Tavel..-. 

Mr. Trotter 
Tele. E0OJa»_™_ 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-264/ R 

FROM/^AC, ALBANY /157-21/ ^ ' 

1 

FRE^BUS RM. REMYTEL JUNE FIFTH LAST, CORNELL U, SOURCE 

/ o 

2 VISED THAT GROUP WILL LEAVE ITHACA TODAY TO JOIN FREEDOM 

/rp/sd. . 

DERsA NiTTiirTRIP WILL BE MADE BY PLANE TO UNDISCLOSED 

^LACE IN THE SOUTH. ADDITIONAL GROUP PLANNING TO LEAVE ITHACA 

JUNE TWELVE. SOURCE COULD LEARN NO FURTHER DETAILS NOR 

IDENTITIjES OF PARTICIPANTS BUT PRESUMES THEY WILL INCLUDE 

INDIVIDUALS PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED AS VOLUNTEERS. CONTACTS 

mDE AT ITHACA TRANSPORTATION FACILITIeI, INCLUDING AIRLINES, 

FAILED TO DEVELOP ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. NO CHARTERS 

HAVE BEEN MADE AND NAMES OF KNOWN FREEDOM RIDER VOLUNTEERS 

NOT INCLUDED ON RESERVATION OR PASSENGER LIST. 

END AND ACK 


C-- 


CORRECXION---irtNE--E4CKT‘-— W0RD-'FfVE-'SHOUEIT'BE--“*^FAC*Pl7m'ES»» 
EAND AND ACK PIS g 5*^ nil 

a- WA 10-56 AM OK FBI WrwC ’- " R£G- 6A 

NO OK FBI NO MBK ® 


NO OK FBI NO MBK 
TU DISC 

qMM 


/S 

REG-6A |,gx 


-M '1 961 


JO 4 ' E'u. f“(,i 



®^’^**‘raEOT OF JO-'-fics * 

coMmmmm 


0 


•'F. 
i 


JUN 6 


sj^on 



b6 

hlc 


I 


o 

URGENT /' S-6-61 11-5S AM NLB 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW ORLEANS 

from/ sac, ST. LOUIS 157-S5 2 P 

FRKBUS. RE NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE JUNE SIX, SIXTYONE 
/ 

OLDHAM, NATIONAL CHAIRMAN OF CORE, ATTORNEY, 


Pr, Toiston.. 


Mr, BelKjont 

Mr, Mohr..„_„. 

Mr. Cana*?an.„ 
Mr, Conrad — 

Mr. D:*Vaoh 
Mr, J?vsn^,.i2 

Uv. ^ . 

Mr. 

Mv.^WMazilJ^ I 
Mr, 'Tavel .... 

I^Mr, Trotter™ 

Td'S. Ivoom 

Mr, !“r/raa_ 
Misg./'^Sjdy 



HARLES R, 


J RESIDENCE FIVE TWO TWO SEVEN WESTMINSTER PLACE, BOTH 


ST. LOUIS, TODAY ADVISED 


1 


JmO ARE NOT RELATED, COMPRISE QUOTE 


FREEDOM RIDER UNQUOTE GROUP SCHEDULED TO DEPART ST. LOUIS 
JUNE SEVEN, SIXTYONE AT TWO FIFTYFIVE P. M, CDT VIA DELTA 
AIRLINES FLIGHT NUMBER FOUR SIX FIVE AND ARRIVE JACKSON, 
MISSISSIPPI FOUR FIFTYFIVE P. M. CST SAME DATE. DESCRIPTIONS 

~1age 


FURNISHED AS FOLLOWS. 




/RACE 


HEIGHT 



^ COMPLEXION DARK BROWN 


WEIGHT 


SMALL, DISTINGUISHING FEATURES OCCASIONALLY WEARS 


GLASSES, residence]^ 


:ssouR 


MISSOURI, EMPLOYED ST. LOUIS COUNTY, MISSOURI HOSPITAL. 
“OORR-PirS — -^P^“l^^RD*-TM'Rf^ 
AND-tfm-FOtmTEEttj-i^fORB-^X-^^ 

END PAGE ONE 


yr- 
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PAGE TWO 


WEIGHT 


1 AGE 


RACE 



HEIGHT 


COMPLEXION MEDIUM 


BROWN, BUILD MEDIUM, NO DISTINGUISHING FEATURES, RR RESIDENCE 



ST. 

LOUIS, MISSOURI, 

ENEMPLOYED. 


AGE 


R 

ACE 



RESIDENCE 


POUNDS, WELL BUILT, NO DISTINGUISHING FEATURES, 

ST* LOUIS, UNEMPLOYED. 


GROUP PLANS TO RETURN TO ST. LOUIS BY TRAIN ON JUNE EIGHT, 
SIXTYONE. ARRANGEMENTS TO BE PERFECTED ByI 


CORE FIELD SECRETARY, JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. OLDHAM WILL 
ADVISE OF ANY CHANGE IN PLANS. ST. LOUIS INDICES NEGATIVE 
RE 


END AND ACK IN ORDER PLS 
1-03 PM OM OK FBI WA MSL 
OK FBI NO MBK 
TU DISC 



! 






URGENT 6-5-61 6-53 PM CST 

TO DIRECTOR FBI 

FROM SAC NEW ORLEANS 157-264 

O 

freedom/TOe one nine sixty one, rm,, cr. 



FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF ARRESTS AND RELEASES ON BOND AND PAYMENT OF 


FINES OF FREEDOM RIDERS ARRESTED JACKSON,MISS,, TO DATE. TOTAL 
ARRESTED PRIOR TO JUNE SIX, SIXTYFIVE, ARRESTED TODAY SEVEN, TOTAL 
ARRESTED SEVENTY TWO* NUMBER RELEASED ON BOND PRIOR TO TODAY 


SEVENTEEN. NO ONE MADE BOND TODAY.' TOTAL PAYING FINES PRIOR TO 
TODAY-ONE. ON THIS DATe ) / wHO WAS ARRESTED {jWi 

ON TRAILWAYS BUS NUMBER ON JUNE TWO LAST PAID FINE AND WAS RELEASEdT 


TOTAL OUT ON BOND AND FINES NINETEEN, IN CUSTODY FIFTYTHREE. 
END AND ACK PLS. 




WN 
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FEDERAL BUREAU U. 

^ US. DEPARTMEflT OF JUSTICE 

GOIfflUNlCATlOH^SEGTlOn 

JUM 6j«61 

teleI 


8-44 PM EDST JFK 

TO/DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, MOBILE, 
NEW ORLEANS AND NEW YORK 
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 


Mr. Tdim— 
Mr. Beifflflnl;- 
Mr. M®hf' — 
Mr. CallaJian. 
Mr. Cessad 
Mr. DeL&ach 
Mr. Evaas 
Mr. Malem 
Mr. BoseBr 
Mr. Sullivgj 
Mr. Tavel 
Mr. Trottef- 
Tele. Eoora... 
Mr. JograsT 
Miss 



FROM SAC, NEWARK 







PROPOSED FREEDQM/ RIDE FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI, 
JUNE SEVENTH, NINETEEN SIXTYONE, RACIAL MATTERS. CONTEMPT OF COURT 
ORDER, CIVIL RIGHTS. RE BUTEL JUNE SIX, INSTANT. 


jDEPARTED NEWARK AIRPORT ABOARD EASTERN AIRLINE FLIGHT 
NO, FIVE ONE FIVE AT SIX PM TODAY FOR ATLANTA, GEORGI A. ARRIVAL 
TIME ATLANTA SEVEN FORTY THREE PM. □ IS □ 


AGE 


DARK COMPLEXION, BLACK CURLY HAIR. 


DARK GRAY SUMMER SUIT, NO HAT, CARRYING LIGHT TAN 


BRIEF CASE AND WHITE AIRLINE TYPE CANOAS BAG, 

I 

AGE 


IS 


MALE, 


LIGHT COMPLEXION,,.-^ 






DARK SUMMER SUIT, GRAY STRAW HAT, CARRYING TAN BRIEF CASE, ABOVE 
FURNISHED ATLANTA BY PHONE, RUC. 

END AND ACK IN ORD PLS 
WA S-42 PM OK FBI WA WS R RELAY 
AT OK FBI AT JBB 
BH 


NO OK FBI NO 



s 


8 JUNJWri961 





WE WILL TRY TO CALL BH PLS DISC 


RELAYED TO 


/// 

















Attoyne^, 


tlime 5, iP0i 




•■" ■ Hrector^ ■ l?M 


icy % 


BimmGUAifi, 


5 AMA' . .' 


VV' .' 

Z>*' 


. QrjuMvLj 'Mf lS8i^ eor respondent T^rot© Id thlaBur^aa 

easiosing ^ of M© Xe^er to yoit dated AXay X ato easXoging 
■ eopie^ of t&is. eorreg^poadeneej as yyell as a copy of •toy -reply' to Mm, 
dated June' 5. 1961,. • -:■■.,■■ •r:'' ■ 

EAMosures ($)-•-•' * ■ ■ -, , ■ \ 


i Byron U> White- ~ ;^nciosnre?5 (S) - -• 
* Bspuiy Attorney General 


■ U3 


1 T Mr. JBelmoiot — Enclosures ;(3); 

1 - J^r, ;^ans - Enclosures (3) ' 

r * ‘ O - ' ■ • ■ ' 
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rW •■•?' ■ 
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Tolson 

Belmont 1 

MoHr, • - ■ ■ 

Callahan ^ — 

Conrad. 

DeL' 6 acK-J — '— 

Evans —L- I 4 

Malone 

Rosen ^ i — 

Sullivan 1 

Tqvel 

Trotter’ t L 

Tele; Room— 
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REC'D-READfNG ROOK 









June 5^ 19 61 


C3 ’ r 

\ 


■"’be 

' b7C 


BirmingMm, Mabamu - 


A '•* 




Pear l J - - ^ J:' ■■' "■': '■ 'I-.;/' 

/ ■ Your letter ef 19.^1* ' ' 

been rec^edi'-;-^ • A ' 'V,, : ' ..-v^'' . ^■:>--* '-‘'V ■'^‘ 

; , It %sis of you to ibo the benefit of ypur » : • 
observations. I would like to point out, bowever, tiat tbe FBI j> ■ ■ , 4 ^ 
♦ does not furnish pomxnents or e^aliatiohs conoerMng^he charaOfe§ . w , 


or integrity of any in^yiduai, organizaitipn Or ptblicatibn, I _ 

l^n. ---- '». g ^jL\. '.J _ 4t J-.V''-’ '* ''-y ^ ’^52 


letter to the Attorney General. J 


3 me in your o 

' * * ' • «.' - ??•. 


r, ? ' * CS- 

' m * 
-.', •> ■■■-■ .m 


'■■' ’■ '''.‘.V *' JHUbvSr ’ -• >v-.y ' ‘ '•■ ■■ 

• ■■ tio; 'b*-r' '• ' '■ '■' •:■ ■''• •/ 


A S"- ■ 

! ,>■ ■. 

' • Cr . “ ^ S 




;,,s'COiyuii^Biv y- |/ Mr*' BeliSOftt-Ehclosure (Sent with copy of letter -to G )* ^ " 

v;<i 7.V - .1 Evans - Enclosure (gentwith copy Of letters to A;gS ‘ - '' ' 




.1 -. m;; iivans - fineiosure (Sent with copy; of lett^^ ‘ : ,. 

copy Of correspondent’s incoming together :^’th our 'ontgding^^ 7 '. 
to him were^virnished to the Attorney General on 6 -6^^^ . - . ; • • b 

^ufBes contain ijc^'i^ormation M with‘ correspondent, b lie enoiosed 

^ bppy O%al0ter w&ch, he had written to thp Attorney GeneraiboA'^^ 
in wmch;^^^^ that. the' Dir ector- had. stated that the » AFr’feedom Riders’ ' . .i 


b4. uAMw ja 


y People,* a communist organization. ■ The Director noted, ’T don't recall 
maldng of aryj such statement.; H" ./H/.-y . ' / ‘ 


,.,bJH:paM6) Y:. : ■' //r 

K'- MAIL;R00 M lIZI. TBLiETYPE'UNIT I ' I , / ; ■ / 


A Av- >.4 : 





ridiculous and absurb thing that has ever happened in this 

U.S.A. 

Where are our State's rights? Where is the white 
people's freedom? X^e are being discriminated against. 

In closing, may I say that you are greatly admired 
and, respected in the South as well as all other sections of 
the Country and we do hope that your Bureau can help out 
in this situation. 



Yours very truly. 



Birmingham, Alabama^ 


Enc. 

EFW/am 
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‘'■w'oIiWm*, ^ iMf 

JUh /iy 


teletype 



Ir^. Tol6oa_>i 
Mr. 

Mr. Mote*.’:. 

Mr. Calla^ian , 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr. D-?L ich j 
Mr. Evans^j^ 
Mr. 

Mr^Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Koom 

Mr. Ingrain 

! Miss Gandy_ 


URGEN1 


6-5-Sl 3-52 PM 




T^IRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, NEW ORLEANS /157-26A/ 
iTiOM SAC, ALBANY /1 57-21/ 2P 

FREEBUS RM* REMYTEL JUNE SECOND LAST. JUNE THREE ISSUE 
OF QUOTE ITHACA JURNAL UNQUOTE, ITHACA DAILY NEWSPAPER, CONTAINS 
ARTICLE EMANATING FROM CORNELL COMMITTEE AGAINST SEGREGATION 
REFLECTING SEVENTEEN STUDENTS, INCLUDING TWO WOMEN, HAVE 

VOLUNTEERED TO JOIN FREEDOM RIDERS AND THAT TENTATIVE PLANS 

- % 

ARE TO SEND ONE GROUP SOUTH THIS WEEK AND ANOTHER GROUP NEXT 
WEEK. INiSTRUCTIONS WILL BE OBTAINED FROM CORE ON WHERE AND (j. 

^ ‘V 'if 

WHEN TO SEND THE STUDENTS, WHOSE NAMES WERE NOT IDENTIFIED. 
CORNELL -STUDENTS PREVIOUSLY ARRESTED IN JACKSON, P 

REPORTEDLY ON HUNGER STRIKE. CORNELL SOURCES 




HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO IDENTIFY ANY ADDITIONAL FREEDOM RIDERS 

REC-64 3f 7 

VOLUNTEER RECRUITS. PERSONS VOLUNTEERING MUST SIGN APPLIC 


BLANKS WHICH ARE SENT fP 



CORE 


OFF^ 


PLICATIO 
irT NYC. 



APPLICATION BLANK OBTAINED BY THIS OFFICE C^LL^"V6f’ VIOLENT 


f 


PROTEST AGAINST RACIAL tflSO'R-IMlfflWIISN AND SIGNER MUST AGREE TO 
END PAcflijEOi M-S'lni. «. .I'fi / . 


‘ it< 





WAIVE AJLL RIGHTS TO DAMAGES AGAINST CORE OR ANY OTHER 

SPONSORING ORGANIZATION. IN ADDITION, TO BACKGROUND DATA, 

application calls FOR LISTING ANY CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS TO 

WHICH SIGNER BELONGS, PAST EXPERIENCE WITH NON VIOLENT 

ACTION AND TWO REFERENCES, AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY COPY TO 

NEW YORK 

END AND ACK PLS 

3-57 PM OK FBI WA BH 

OK FBI NO MBK 

TU DISC 

'CC-hiR, ROSEN 




'•'.'ii.JN 
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^r. _Tols(3i 

3 Mr. 

Mr. MoHr 



Mr. Callahan 

Mr. Conrad... 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans, 
Mj.^Ialone. 
Rosen 


Mr. Trotter- 
Tele. Room_ 


/ 





•■TTTriiiBiiiiiirimwwiMrr^ ^ 


Mr. Ingrain- 
Miss Gandy- 


URGENT /6-5-61 11-33 PM EDST LCG 

TO DlTRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE, 
MEMPHIS, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH, WFO, AND NEW YORK 
NEW YORK VIA WASHINGTON 
FROM SAC, RICHMOND /157-231/ 2P 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUAL][TY, RACIAL MATTERS. REMYTEL JUNE TWO, 
SIXTYONE. 


VIRGINIA UNION UNIVERSITY, 


RICHMOND, VA., ADVISED TODAY HE PLANS TO LEAVE RICHMOND, VA. VIA 
TRAILWAYS BUS AT SEVEN THIRTY P. M, E.D.S.T. WITH DESTINATION 
ATLANTA, GA. AND EXPECTS TO ARRIVE ATLANTA ELEVEN A.M., ATLANTA 

STATES PLANS INDEFINITE AT 


TIME, SIX SIX, SIXTYONE, 


ATLANTA BUT WILL CONFER WITH 


STUDENT NON-VIOLENT 


COORDINATING COMMITTEE AND EVENTUALLY PLANS ON GOING TO JACKSON, 
MISS. 


rr: 


D. C., 


STATED 


NEW YORK CITY, AND 


FROM WASHINGTON, 


PLAN. ON LEAVING RICHMOND, VA. ABOUT MIDNIGHT, SIX FIVE, SIXTYONE,, 

RFP.- 64 ■ /S'fS 3 ^ 


STATES DESTINATION 



VIA TRAILWAYS BUS FOR NASHVILLE, TENN 

■ 

OF THESE PERSONS IS EVENTUALLY JACKSON, MISS., HOWEVER, IMMEDIATE 

J4 JUN 7 1961 

PLANS AT NASHVILLE, TENN. ARE INDEFINITE AND APPROXIMATlf TIME OF 


ARRIVAL AT JACKSON UNKNOWN. NO PARTICULAR REASON GIVEN FOR CHANGE 

i1 RELrf/EDTO //J/ 

%o COPIES r j (3 






i # 

PAGE TWO 

OF PLANS, WAS OBSERVED TO BOARD TRAILWAYS BUS AT RICHMOND, 

VA, FOR RALEIGH, N, C, AT SEVEN THIRTY P. M., SIX FIVE, SIXTYONE. 



WERE 


AT TRAILWAYS BUS STATION AND TOLD BUAGENT THEY PLANNED TO LEAVE 
RICHMOND VIA TRAILWAYS BUS WITH SECOND AT TWELVE 

ZERO ONE A. M,, SIX SIX, SIXTYONE, AND ARRIVE AT NASHVILLE, TENN, 


EVENING OF SIX SIX, SIXTYONE, ALL ARE NEGROES, THEY STATED THEY 


DO NOT KNOW HOW LONG THEY WILL BE IN NASHVILLE, TENN,, BUT PLAN ON 
GOING TO JACKSON, MISS, DISPATCHER, TRAILWAYS BUS STATION, RICHMOND, 
ADVISED TICKET TO ATLANTA, GA, SOLD TO AND THREE TICKETS TO 

NASHVILLE SOLD TO THREE OTHER NEGROES WITH BUS LEAVING 

RICHMOND TWELVE ZERO ONE A, M, , SIX SIX, SIXTYONE, SCHEDULED TO 


TRAVEL VIA RALEIGH, SALISBURY, AND ASHEVILLE, N, C., ARRIVING 
NASHVILLE NINE FORTYFIVE P, M,, SIX SIX, SIXTYONE, RICHMOND WILL 
MAINTAIN COVERAGE AND BUREAU AND OTHER OFFICES WILL NOT BE ADVISED 


UNLESS PLANS CHANGE. ALL OFFICES ALERT INFORMANTS AND LOCAL 


AUTHORITIES. LETTERHEAD MEMO FOLLOWS. 
END AND ACK IN ORD PLS 
WA 11-40 PM OOK FBI WA HFL FOR RELAY 
AT OK FBI AT JBB 
BH OK F BI BH JCM 


CE OK FBI CE RDH 
ME OK FBI ME EM 
MO OK FBI MO MCM 
NO OK FBI NO LM 
ffll/EEn:N855ANG A SV 
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FD-36 (Rpv;n2»lj-56) 


F B I 


Date: 


6-3-61 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


REGUifAff 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


TO: DIRECTOR, EBI 

PROM: SAC, RICHMOND (157-231) 

a 


CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY 
RACIAL MATTERS 




Remytel 6-2-61, 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight (8) 
copies of a letterhead memorandum and copies fof* offices 
receiving copies of this communica tion* 


Confident la 




re auestet 

saT 


concealed, furnished Information to 


sources alerted and Bureau and interested 
Offices will be advised of pertinent developments. 


C3J-Bureau 

2-Atlanta 2 ) (157-89) 

2-Blrm^^m (Enc. 2) (157-48) 

2-Cl;^ili^e (Enc. 2) 

2 -Knoxville (Enc. 2) (Air Mall) 

2-Memphls (Enc, 2) 

2-Mobile (Enc. 2) (Air Mall) 

2-New Orleans (Enc. 2) (Air Mail) (157-96) 

2-Savannah (Enc. 2) (Air Mail) 

2-Washington Field (Enc. 2) (100-35588) / 

2-New York (Enc. 2) (Air Mail) ^ 

2 -Richmond ^ “ 

CFH: Ime g ^ ’'*1 5 

A ^ Beq,. Rec’d 

Date Porw. 

How Jj'or,w 



.M Per 


!p'e,(ngl Agent in Charge 

/ iLrViJ f !'• 






In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


0 

INTO] 


4 


UNTTED STATES*DEPARTMENT OF^STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Richmond, Virginia 
June 3, 1961 


be 

b7C 


RE: CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY 


On June 1, I961J 




advised 

?he "^Ldom®mae''''exSSk'l#^^^ 

of o'nrtn'n j 3 


Af -j-ka ladvised that none 

vLnn »f?? ? departed Rtohmond, Virginia, anJ the first 

SSlwavs ?' '^ = 30 p.m. via non-ohartered 

i??, advised that the date of arrival in 

a as the group will lay over 

I w hours in Atlanta, Georgia, to coordinate plans with 

^ .r^ Student Non-Violent Coordinating 


Committee. 


L 


advised the group leaving Richmond 

#>« .>« JLm _ .A __ * 


inno>i«To frA T -i 7 7 „ 1 j-ceivj.iig, nj-onmona, 

^ive Negroes , all students of 
the Virginia Union Universitv; namelv.f 
believed to be fr^om T ^ 


whose home is in[ 


_L home residence un imown . and 


. , groups to leave 

r ^ 


fi*om 
no one 


advised that there are no plans for 

however , f 

[teacher, Virginia Union Universitv 


.. — 1 1 wcavjiicjt , vxx’ginia 

i| [may leave after June^'Ur^^tW 
ne from — — 


He" advise d~ that 
Virginia, plans 

•t ^ 


and he knowC^'oT no plans^for'any 
individual leaving from these areas , 


oT>crJ ivii.7=.-MAv. i-u ^hat his group has no formal 

rganization that is composed of a spontaneous group who 


y 


o’ 


I ^B.0% 


3ff. 

EasrcaLosuE® 





i 




A * If. 
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RE: CONGKESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY 


desires to go to Mississippi and he is acting as leader. 
He stated they have contact with the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (nAACP), Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) and Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committtee , 


I stated he would advise the Richmond Office 

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation if there were ' 
any changes in the above plan. 


On June 2, 19^1, 


Trailways 


Bus Company, advised that there are no buses chartered to 
go to Mississippi and no reservations have been made for 
Jackson, Mississippi. He advised that Trailways has a 
regularly scheduled bus which departs daily at 7:30 p.m. for 
Raleigh, North Carolina, which has connections for Jackson, 
Mississippi. 


A co nfidential source on June 2, 19^1 reported that 

I who has been an organizer for Negro Demonstrations 
in Petersburg, Virginia, advised that no one was going from 
Petersburg to MjIs sissippi in connection with "Freedom Ride" within 
the next few weeks. 


This is loaned to you by the FBI, and neither 
it nor its contents are to be distributed 
outside the Agency to which loaned. 


2 



OPTIONAl' FORM ING. 10 


Memoran^m 


UNITED, STATES GOVE 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr. Rose 




date: 6/2/61 


Tolson i I 

Belmont .9sf 

Mohr 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 


Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 


subject: 

TRAILWAYS BUS #T2953 

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 
6:44 p.m., CST, 6/2/61 
RACIAL MATTERS 


SAl 


called from the Jackson RA 


at 9:59 p.m. to advise that another bus load of freedom riders 
had arrived and were arrested. 

He said that according to Chief of Detectives 
M. B. Pierce of the Jackson Police Department the following 
freedom riders were arrested at 6:55 p.m., CST, 6/2/61^ 


> • 



'i. APPROX 



1 l_NfiW»..York,jCitv J 

1 female. 1 1 

years 



' 

'1 1 

Chicaeo 

Illinois,! 1 

male, years. 


8. APPROX. 

^ III, 



[Nashville 



1 

8. APPROX 


1 


Tenn essee , | 

A and I _&..AEEa(wJ 





a. APPfioju 




male,] [years, unemployed 


acn ^ 

JCorinth , Mississippi , 


] male J] 


Washington, 


years . 

# 


■yiii ,S1“^ 


Illinois. 


male 


hrears , 


I Chicago . 


HERt? 


50JUN14 ■■ 
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Memorandum for Mr, Rosen 


Chief of Detective Pierce advised| 

is acting as the spokesman for the group. He stated the 
group is incarcerated in the Jackson City Jail and none have 
attempted to make bond. 


SA| I advised no trial date has yet been set 

for this group; however, the earlier group has been scheduled 
for trial at 3:00 p.m, Monday, 


I I also stated that according to Sheriff 

J. Robert Gilfoy the following two freedom riders w eye 
released on ifeSQQ bond t.ndav pending appeal: I 

! ^ I According to Sheriff Gilfoy 

'rnese were members of the first group arrested 5/24' 61 and 
were scheduled to leave Jackson at 7:05 p.m,, CST, tonight 
for Nashville, i > 







iNVESTISAIIOn 
OF JUSTICE 

C0MuNICftTI0.NS.SECT10N 
JUN2 1961 / 



Mr. Tolson 

Mr. Belmont — - 

1 Mr. Mohr—. — 

Mr. Callahan — 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans-. — — 

•3&. Sullivan 

Mr. TaveL 

Mr. Trotter.— — 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

' Miss Gandy 


U^NT 6-2-61 9-12 PM ED ST LCG 


TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC-S, ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM, CHARLOTTE^ 
KNOXVILLE, MEMPHIS, MOBILE, NEW ORLEANS, SAVANNAH, WFO. 


AND NEW YORK 
NKiI YORK VIA WASHINGTON 





FROM SAC, RICHMOND 2P 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, RACIAL MATTERS* REMYTEL SIX TWO- 


SIXTYONE* 



maJjmuiNxaNJiTOlSs /vuu/ 


STUDENT, R ICHMOND, VA* , ADVISED TODAY THAT HE IS LEADER OF GROUP 
OF NEGRO STUDENTS WHO PLAN TO GO TO JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI IN 
CONNECTION QUOTE FREEDOM RIDE UNQUOTE EXPEDITION* ADVISED NONE 
OF GROUP HAVE DEPARTED AND FIRST GROUP WILL LEAVE RICHMOND JUNE 




FIVE, SIXTYONE AT SEVEN THIRTY .I^*_M. VIA NON- CHARTERED TRAILWAY 


V.- J 


/ h 



BUS^ DATE of ARRIVAL IN JACKSON UNK NO.IiN.AS..GRMP WJLL. ' 

FEW HOURS IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA. TO . COOmiNA^DE .PLANSaaTHl 

V. ^ . ■ , , ' • • . . . I I 

STUDENT NON-VIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE /SNVCC/, GROUP 

I . - - --| I N I r - i I I, I 

LEAVING RICHMOND WILL CONSIST OF FIVE NEGROES ALL STUDENTS VUU,^ 


NAMELY 


BELIEVED FROM 






ma HE STATED NO PLANS FOR OTHERS TO LEAVE RICHMOND, 

END, PA^W omm ;! . ^ 

twboorves^ ^ 

^ C t ^RlAYEO 
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b7D 


PAGE TOO 
HOWEVER, 


T«- 


TEACHER VUU, FROM 
ADVISED NO ONE FROM 


MAY LEAVE AFTER JUNE EIGHT. 

CHARLOTTESVILLE OR PETERSBURG, VA., PLANNING TO ACCOMPANY HIS 
GROUP AND KNOWS OF NO PLANS FOR ANY INDIVIDUALS LEAVING THESE 


i 


AREAS. 


jSTATED GROUP HAS NO ORGANIZATION IN RICHMOND, BUT 
CONSISTS OF SPONTANEOUS GROUP WHO DESIRE TO GO AND HE IS ACTING 
AS LEADER. THEY HAVE CONTACT WITH SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


CONFERENCE, NAACP, CORE, AND SNVCC 


THIS OFFICE IF ANY CHANGE IN ABOVE PLANS. RECONTACT TRAILWAY 


BUS SOURCES ADVISE NO BUSES CHARTERED OR RESERVATIONS MADE BY ANY 
INDIVIDUALS FOR JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. ADVISED THERE IS REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED BUS WHICH DEPARTS DAILY AT SEVEN THIRTY P. M. FOR RALEIGH, 
N. C. WHICH MAKES CONNECTIONS TO JACKSON, MISS. SOURCE 


NEGRO DEMONSTRATION THAT CITY AS STATING NO ONE FROM THAT CITY GOING 
TO MISSISSIPPI FOR NEXT FEW WEEKS. LETTERHEAD MEMO FOLLOWS. 

END AND ACK IN ORD PLS 

WA 9-19 PM OK FBI WA RAM FOR RELAY 

AT OK FBI AT HHS 


BH OK FBI BH HEP 
CE OK FBI CE HM 

ME OK FBI ME JWB 

MO OK FBI MO WLM 

NO OK FBI NO WFM 
SV OK FBI SV PP 


ana S 3 
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<k* 


TIT DTcr r> 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 




^ ^ UNITED ST^iTES GOVE^j^: 

^!il^( Memorandum 


ENT 


# 


be 

b7C 


k 


TO 




FROM 



date: June 1, 1961 





W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 




Gandy . 


subject: 


FSEEBUS 


SYNOPSIS 


Injunction proceedings dismissed against "Bull 'Jf Connor, 
\ Birmi ngham Police Commissi oner; JamieVMoore, Birmingham Police 
. i jChi^ c H ^ smH TiVaH<aT’n'f:«af^ irV iari 


Injunction hearing continued with regard to other 
defendants including L, B.v Sullivan, Montgomery Commissioner, of 
Publ ic^ Affairs . and G. J. }( Happen thal, Montgomery Chief of Police. 


called as defense witness 5/31/61 at 

injunction hearing. He was questioned regarding notes found when 
he was assaulted which included names of Reverend Abernathy, 


Reverend Shuttlesworth and freedom riders. 


; Defense attorneys apparently attempted to create 
impression that the Department was backing the freedom riders. 
It is not believed that the defense was successful. 


I |was also called upon to testify for the 

defense regarding his observation of the violence near the 
Montgomery Bus Station, 5/20/61. 


-A new group of approximately eight freedom riders may 
go from Atlanta to Moli^gdme^t/'^Allaoama, and then to Jackson, 
^Mississippi, 6/1/61. * 


' Freedom ride from^ Nashville , 
issippi:, on 6/1/61’^m'S/:^ 'iDe'' ca^ 


Mississippi 


Tennessee, to Jackson, 


„ Cornell University students have recently participated 
as freedom riders and efforts are now being made to recrui-^ 
additional Cornell students. 



1 - r^. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoachi 
1 - Mp . Evans 


WLM: Jam' 


(9) 




58 







.0% 
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Cornell students who volunteer must be prepared to spend 
67 days in Jail. (Freedom riders in Jail at Jackson, Mississippi, 

are serving 67 days in lieu of fine.) 





be 
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 
RE: FREEBUS 


( Nine members of Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity are to 
leave Cornell 6/1/61 for New Orleans to attend a CORE workshop 
and then serve as freedom riders. Other groups may go to 
New Orleans 6/3/61 and 6/12/61. 

I Approximately 30 Cornell students have indicated a 

I desire to serve as freedom riders. 


Paul S. Green, a Cornell student in jail at Jackson,' 
has put out news story that the freedom riders are on a hunger 
strike and has asked students to send telegrams to the Attorney 
General. Jackson Police state all freedom riders ate dinner 
5/31/61. 




y 


\ | a freedom rider in jail at Jackson, 

was given a private cell at his request. He has alleged he is 
being held in solitary and that his cell is dark during the day 
but he is under a glaring light at night. The police state the 
cell has a window and a street light shines through the window 
at night. 


NAACP is urging Negroes to use transportation facilities 
on an unsegregated basis during the normal course of travel. 

NAACP intends to push Negro use of beaches on the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast this summer and NAACP headquarters ihas^ allegedly written 
AAG Burke Marshall in this regard. 

Communist Party, U.S.A, is continuing to play up the 
I freedom rides. A letter in this regard has been sent to all 
I National Committee members and an article will allegedly appear 
I in ’'Political Affairs” for June, 1961. 

,r Additional freedom rides are scheduled from Montgomery 

I to Jackson 6/3/61 and from New Orleans to Jackson 6/2/61, 6/3/61 
or 6/4/61. 

ACTION 

A memorandum is being prepared for the Attorney General. 




Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 


DETAILS 


In connection with the injunction hearing at 
Montgomery, Alabama, a dismissal w as entered on 5/31/61 
with regard to the Federated Klans; | 

Birmingham Police Commissioner Eugene "Bull” Connor; and 
Birmingham Police Chief Jamie Moore. The hearing was 
continued with regard to other klan organizations; klan 
leaders; Montgomery Commissioner of Public Affairs L. B. 
Sullivan; and Montgomery Police Chief G. J. Ruppenthal. 


|was called as a defense 

witness on 5/31/61. He was questioned regarding notes 
which were found near him at the time that he was assaulted. 
The notes included the names of Reverend Abernathy, 

Reverend Shuttlesworth and the freedom riders. It appeared 
that the defens e attorneys we re attempting to create the 

impression that and the Department of Justice 

were backing the freedom riders. It is not believed that 
the defense was successful in this regard, 

I I who has been represent ing the Government 

in this matter, was also called upon by the defense to testify 
regarding the incidents he observed from the Federal Building 
when the rioting occurred near the Montgomery bus station, 
5/20/61. 


A nev/ group of approximately eight freedom riders 
may travel from Atlanta to Montgomery, Alabama, and then to 
Jackson, Mississippi, on 6/1/61. They may go by Greyhound 
Bus, arriving in Jackson between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. , 
6/1/61. 


It was originally planned to send nine freedom 
riders from Nashville, Tennessee, to Jackson on 6/1/61. 
However, five of the group have decided not to go and the 
trip may be canceled. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Parsons 


I I of the National Student Nonviolent 

Movement in Nashville, advised that there is a possibility 
that no further freed om rides will originate from Nashville, 
However J 1 inf or med the Atlanta “Off ice that 

starting on the evening of 6/1/61 all freedom rides will 
originate at Nashville and that she is returning to Nashville 
from Atlanta, 


Sources at Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 
have advised that five Cornell students drove to New Orleans 
on 5/27/61, In New Orleans they attended a CORE workshop 
after which four of the students accompanied a group of 
freedom riders to Jackson, Mississippi, where they were 
arrested on 5/30/61, 


The fifth student 


returned 


to Cornell to instruct other students who are volunteering 
as freedom riders. Recruitment efforts are being made by 
th e Cornell Committee Ag ainst Segregation which is directed 
by an undergraduate student. 


All volunteers at Cornell must be prepared to 
spend 67 days in jail in lieu of the $200 fine which has 
been imposed on those arrested at Jackson, This has caused 
many to refrain from volunteering. 

Another group in Ithaca, New York, known as the 
Freedom Walk Committee, v/hich is an established local 
antisegregation group, has commenced a fund drive to raise 
money for the fines and legal expenses of the arrested 
freedom riders. 


There is no information indicating that either the 
Cornell Committee Against Segregation or the Freedom Walk 
Committee is under communist control. 

On 6/1/61, nine members of Sigma Alpha I&i 
Fraternity are leaving Cornell for New Orleans to attend a 
CORE workshop and then to serve as freedom riders. Other 
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Memorandum to Mr. Parsons 


groups of Cornell students are scheduled to travel to 
New Orleans on June 3 and June 12, 1961. If there are 
less than 25 in each group, they will travel by private 
automobiles. If there are more than 25 in each grojip, 
they will travel by chartered bus. Approximately 30 
Cornell students have indicated a desire to serve as 
freedom riders. 

Paul S. Green, a Cornell University student, 
was arrested v/ith the freedom riders at Jackson, Mississippi, 
5/30/61, He has put out a news story to the effect that the 
freedom riders in Jail at Jackson are going on a hunger 
strike which will continue until there is an injunction 
against the people of Jackson. Green has also been in touch 
with students at Cornell and has requested tiiat telegrams be 
sent to the Attorney General in this regard. The Jackson 
Police have advised that all of the freedom riders ate dinner 
on 5/31/61. 


The Jackson Police have advised that 


who was arrested with the first group of freedom 

riders in Jackson on 5/24/61, requested and was given a 
private cell in the city Jail. He wrote a letter 5/31/61 
in which he alleged that he is being held in solitary 
confinement and that his cell is dark during the day but 
that he is under a glaring light at night. The police advised 
that the cell ha s a window and that presumably the light 
complained of by | | i s a street ligh t which shines 

through the window at night. I [ letter was passed 

by the Jail censor without change. 


Medgar Evers, Field Secretary, National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) for Mississippi, 
advised on 5/31/61 that he had received a telegram from NAACP 
headquarters in New York urging Negroes to use transportation 
facilities on an unsegregated basis in the normal course of 
travel, Evers also advised that the NAACP definitely intends 
to push Negro use of beaches on the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
this summer. It is Evers* understanding that NAACP headquarters 
in New York has written to AAG Burke Marshall in this regard 
but the matter has not yet been given any publicity. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Parsons 


Phil Bart, National Organizational Secretary, 
Communist Party, U.S.A, (CP, USA), has addressed a letter 
to all National Committee members of the CP, USA, This 
letter deals with the freedom rides and alleges that 
southern states have revolted against the Federal Government, 
It states that the party should seek to play a threefold 
role: it should seek to unify all ”anti-segregation” and 

” anti-rebel lion popular forces in mass action;” it should 
speak out and act in its own name; and it should fight to 
put forward its own perspective for defending the Negro 
people and ending the Jim Crow System. 

Enclosed with Bart*s letter was an article to 
appear in ’’Political Affairs” for June, 1961, The article 
discusses the freedom rides and is critical of the President 
for not taking more prompt and vigorous action. It is stated 
that, ’’The United States Army - with fully integrated units - 
could and should restore the supremacy of United States law 
in Alabama and wherever it is spat upon,” ’’Political Affairs” 
is a monthly publication of CP, USA, 


i of CORE, advised on 
by CORE are leaving 

the New York area in the next severalGdays . He stated that 
the only freedom rides that he knows of are one which will 
leave Montgomery, Alabama, for Jackson, Mississippi, on 
6/3/61 and one which will leave New Orleans for Jackson on 
6/2/61, 6/3/61 or 6/4/61, 
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The Attorney General 


May 31, 1961 
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FREED OM TMDE 1961 

RACIAL HATTERS; DESTRDCTIQH OF 

AIRCRAFT OR MOTOR VEHICLES; CIVIL RICHTS 
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On Hay 29, 1961, 22 of the freedom riders were ; 
moved from the county jail to the Hinds County penal Farm 
at Raymond, HlBSissippi. 


one of the 


]was slapped twice by 


freedom riaers taaen to the 
daring the booking procedure 

Max Thomas, Superintendent of the penal farm, when[ 

responded to questions by stating ''Dh hub” or grunting 
instead of replying ”Yes sir" or "Ho sir" as instructed 
by Thomas 4~ ]did not require medical attention. 


one of the[[ 




I i ireeaom riders wn o was take n to the Hinds County Penal 
Farm, ^as. alleged that I t ailed to reply "Yes sir'* 

or "Ho sir I H was hit several times on the head with 

a stick by one subject, apparently a guard:._s.wuns ^ ond 
shoved by Mar ’Fbomas; and ctrack wltD. a blackjack by a third 
subjMt who apparently was also a guard. 


cb Sheriff J. R. Gilfoy of Hinds County has advised 
us that^hen Governor Ross Barnett heard of the alleged 
mistreatment of the freedcm riders, he held a meeting in 
bis office with Sheriff Gilfoy and the Hinds County Bokrd 
of Supervisors. As a result of this meeting, Max Thomas was 
immediately suspended pending a thorough Investigation and 
the freedom riders were returned from the penal farm to the 
county jail to preclude the possibility of another incident. 


J 


The above informat ion was discusse d with Ur. Burke 
^Marshall on May 30, 1961, by | o f the. FBI. In 

accordance with the opinion of Ur. Mirsball, #e'%i'll conduct 
no further investigation of the above incidents \inless contrary 
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